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ANALOG If^AJTH, 







[ptures. 

Ifl y^liichi 

in a l9lcMd Wholly new, and 

upon GrqyMk not commonly <A)- 
lenred, b^^B Do£krine (of Ii^Suti 
B^ftifm) is 'fll^AiKrted, and theOb- 
jeftions againft it) are obmted 
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j Excellent Lady^ 

V THE 

^y^ JTNNE DRAKEy 
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Place tn Buckland Mona- 
cHorum, in the Cmimy of 

Pevon. . 
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'Hat IS done in the 

J rollowingl/rtf^i'ii^. 

■ li/ Prf^ce of /«^»^ 



The Efiftle 

Ladyftiips upon to many 
Titles ythat to dHSwnitBy s 
Dedi^ting 6f f /^»tS any' ' 

by n6t Dedi(^ting of The^ 
to Your Ladyihip, wcaala 



be as great Injuftice, as, but 
for your Intereft in TheifL 
to do the laft, a Prcfiy$& 



TheFirftrf n^^^a 
Second Edieidh of a Fw^ 
merfbtitmy AdvOTary i iii 
i0bkf(as I thot^ttfSll^ 

t6d6) Indae'facli Altc^ 
radoiai, Additfoiis, ^^ 

tftSSSr 



.' -J !» ■ 








^ ^ jQiWv 03^ might |Bu- 

tnla}^^^ my rrindpal Ai^tt- 
t7]^> ^^ eng^ing nie 






in i^ajttias. Jtiorraicn to it. 




tQ hfe Rejcynder un- 
tQJkff as foEnlaiged, the 
^^ Wis a i&^ t and thoie 
diat fdbw, are DefenoES to 

My Argument is found- 
cdiOCL diaj: Cffvenmt oi Grace 
it plealcd Gft/ to make with 
Abipham^ and with his Seed : 
Jnj^l^l^, as. he gave Him- 
jfelf, ' and all he hath to A- 
hrabamyand to his Seed ^ fo 
be mpkcs (what is xod^. 



\ -•- ^^ 




The 'tepftle 

h^Uy reafonable he'fh&ttj 
thi^ Abraham} and: alt' he 
owned, and Ijhat Mribarns 

^ * - ■,--■■"'■ ■ ■?. ■ " 

.Seedj and <an thi^y ^wn, 
ftiould be 'Ms : ' • !Aiid>riiat 



: ki. Token' of bJingjS^ borii 
Abraham hiQlielf m(!>ji^d>il(e^ 

Initiating Sign tberec^hivk- 
•M(, and putting^ ircbfe all 
':Hify (tte- was ea{i)aWe= of 
lit) -and alfo; ^thcit hk Seed 
: ihoald keep it in lik&.man- 
ner.^ Certain it i^ikeiSis^^ 
ofiAbrahimis as inuch ob- 
liged to keep the Covenant, 



n^^A 



JhaltJ^e^.tf^ Covenant there- 
fore^ 'tbm find thy SeeJ af- 
ter ttee in iiheir Generatiom,!^ 
And I teyc pibved the,Be- 
. Jicving Gemilei to }^iThat 
Seed; fOitha^ thougfe^jthe 
Gtntilef mwfll l)eli§iti?5 to be- 

yityOA bebomingf [lis §eed, 
ikb/i CDrm\,a]fo , .uiicier'lithe 
jObiigmon to ohfcryie the 

lOcS^enants ji§ much-a§;4^r^- 
- ifriW? hJitifeljK: 

- . :i, I hftve aJib proved. That 

0t i Covenant of Ahraham^ 

k the firft Solemn Formal 

(Covei7arjt of Gract Ao\^- 

A 4 



temal Life aiiid S^vataK^ 
through Ota Lox^'iChri^^ 
[ that, in A^HSOV^ miSM:^ 

that.#e fvfiS^ 
: and IntemtddCh^ 
thdti appointed in th^^Eat- 

from* the v^ry .:.Ssgi«#ig 

bliOi and Ratife JBs«Kw3lfK 
miity and to. CIc^piUtiAtd anS 

... . . ^ ^ '^^ 
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rilr ff oioiwUtions of the 
ConiiiilOB- ir^ltb %f Ifrael 

?ak>^well'a5 in' thit of 

^kva^pt^ be h^ iniade 
^^a^^Bohf^ and 

rj|SS!^3l^ of Iniik^on ijl- 
t(jffii Cimcb : None oomes 
into the tisrfor, but by the 
EG«m^yiiidB^/i/»; is fuch 

-Kljcfoiiot^lijrviThat Biq- 
^9ris cotne iti thcPWe. 







The- Efiflle 

Circumcifion ^ Ikno\yto0 
well the ufe is made ■ of that 
Expreffioiij though fin k 
felf, and ais meant,it be mofil: 
Innocent and - Inofenfive •: 
But I fey 5 It cannot' be de- 
ny ed, that as Cmtmcifioh 
was the Initiating Kite ind 
Sign b^re theJOoming of 
. Chrifi%' IS (tbati)) B^ipi is 
after ict?./And thaii Nm, 
to dedicate" and* giVd a Peir- 
fon to God vifibly - and ia- 
lerrinly, is,fcy thai ;Sign »and 
Rite to Matriculate (:him; 
that isy ito Enteirand.- initi- 



Dedkctuiry, 

And now. Madam ^ Is 

* not th^SdftiJm of Itfams, 

•iA tfel^Jotiori I have df: it, 

a thing of H^h and . Smrt- 

tuil<!N^urej* '5hd of great 

• Sigftififcancy }h Wfen it is 

^tibt4teh-lvBkbv^&nnkimg. 



and'S^aliiig to'^ Bknk, as 
fen^dophrafe itt But done 
'iii fcokefc 6f otrr Dedicating 
ijf'Them ixntoG&ds and in 
Evidence 'and Token ^that 
thiy m His. All Delivery 
ihd ^ Surreridei' ^ jmuft pals 
'With feme Fbrttfalicyyibme 
'Rifef^ ^'iVi'd'S/if ^//wi isjjihat 



The Efiftle 
.which we Chriftians^pafi 
over, and afllgn ouj:|lelv^, 
and all our Childr^. tp 
God ■ :, . , 

The fair Stating and B- 
luftrating, the mentioned 
' Pamts, in wfaich I beat a 
-path but littfc jEtioddcn, is 
mainjy the JBufiheis rf the 
Letters, .of,which,lo8iaiea 
rHumble Qfkcmig to Your 
Ladyfliip : In writing which, 
next to the Zeal and De- 
ference that I ow'd to Truth, 
•I propounded to my felf 
aio greater SatisfaSion, than 
■iie OccaRoa they vjooid 





■C> i~* li" ' 



cfive me, of crratifyijM[ an 
AmbiOGn 1 fi^ve £Yer had . 
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' '-^ ^Humki and Devoh 

f •^ : ', ' ^'4.£^g4 %LiMaa !.«««*.' '■ '-^ ■ .i 



* J* 



ted Servanti 






r. 

i 




^ IV 



,dv^n V^O i:.vv....i :;^." 




>l ill! 



I I ■ it 

' ijidf., /' 

ADVERTISEKilMi'' 

I 





Hfi Cdticurrence o/£- 
yents, that, atlajly pre- 
^ yail^i if,j^mm Hq engage 
w*ri&e Contro^trfie of fnfkms Bap- 
tifin, {managed on my poft in the 
following Letters) inasfo little •r- 
dinary j that, if any be enough to 
mah improvidence, This,.1^e4- 
der, were it pro^r to acqmnt thee 
with it, would, I am confident, even 
^^ fbf ^Hl^Z^^^y he thy TerjTt^afion 



9ther'»ife'»bat ttwiH^ ^par agre4t 

One... X- ' ' ' ■''=■» ; '.-. . - rr"\ 

camet^M Written ^ attftMo^ffflf i& 
ieTubiffhAd, Md Sh4p ,t6o wlthiiut 
my Jdyerfams; y and ^ketefore , 
need .net^^ my Jelf thU'KOu He 
Wrkii^y or. thee the trouik^, ^M-r ' 
ingmow, mrgference to theje.'^((intni 
Only, it\may not be. impr:^^ntQM 
myjelf l^kftece.ifjufik^y, t^ ad^i 
That . thu^ IM mt.fHij?^ my 
Myerfmosr Letters , ^ {W -thM-,:! 
leaye. |*;;M»») asmoji-.^^^r) : Iki 
J have i|of been lifanfitigmmiM^ Pw% 
'■ to W/i/K? $ll\ his: Jrg^mfnts tkit 
concert^jtifi^ M mM.'^k ^^^^K 
he gt-\n>i m% .4M,mk'.^li[tke fi^^ 
ther Jnfdtcment my felficwU, fi^fih 
hly addjtQ them^, Tfcis ,iift-'Jt^ivc\^ijwi. 



td theR( 



^f9H 



Reader wU eafilypere^oe td 
ha:\fe dwt', and this Jdiij aswdi 
fir that ^^ftR and Otrt loHfeto 
mjfoim ^fpiUMm^ M for that J 
¥tfe and fof to Truth, tim ^ 
Alexander'! Mtnd \ . I iiHudd net 
fit^a J^iFUry, andtruth udevl tmt 
Jf is ftrwi^ than aUthifi^s, . t 
MkmmUd^, J haye receilfed a Let^., 
tir from UiHy finct my Loft } ktU 
^at Letter (as Others) -ft little £dK 
the <Nrfofty mkfs ^fl^ms and 
ExtnOn^amies he fo^ tk^ld^nat 
find mji felfehtiged tpai^4ither Jnf 
finery than what k mf l^ is ad' . 
ded Md markfd thus - 1^>[] W 
that's hut little: And an tinder^ 
fiaridin^ R€a(kr MnH pUadyfiei 
there mtsmt m^himdpfihtA : It 
is hm ^ *Vpra^r^i^j\and two m 

f^e fTards, hy >0 «/ lUu^mi- 
P/i^ V Some 



tarriie:R«eader; 

Smue ^Mpfikf may aimirey (W 
iim ^(ick md Frtutjml SttkjeSly ,4ir 
thisiSy Imtfo haren mSCkatum'i 
ha ihejrnu^ pieafrmi^Vy tkat 

canfi 4t '^Mtkude ayomk; if, m^ 
tmrt than'^s Cuftom ^^hicmftn^ 
Mtkimde follow it) lionatydm 
Autfaoiides'm the Search Md lu 
yefiigdtlmC of' Truth, further than 
as they itr: Eridences t$ Matters 
rfFaik(*'' ihiad, m thie. ^count 
I mi^i ha'Ve Qitei proferly-enouffhy 
manyht&idtl^jMthorSyas'J^tmJjes'y 
to (on0n$^z)^9iR Ufh(fHUenif 
old'M Jicwiih CereiBOny, ufed m 
Juitiatkn- tf^ofelyteiy both Male 
ondFeiHiit^AdMt/tiidhfint,-, hut 
that Tifas dfmt'iihmdtHtlyhfmy hy 
the learned :I)r^^'ih>Taaiondi^ {as 
Iremtpfh') m^'Jet Difswrjt ^ 



Adverdfenent 

BftptiTm, and midenUtHy by Mr. 
Ainiwqrth, in his Afinocations 
ion Geni^fis i ^tb ; and by many Or 
thersi ani^l^tipm is d JuU 
thmj^. The Argument Igo upcxk^ 
Mido manage it, ismtvomtmn^i 
and \hatb little ^hority to maks it 
goody befidi that of found Keafbo, 
and good Senfe, and that better of 
the Harmony of the Holy Scrip- 
ture j info which, ri^ytly trndtT" 
flood, "k doth already o^» no fnaU 
Li^s^and may M more , ifweUirk- 
frtFfted^ 

Toihe Qjuiftion, How I came 
to hit Upon it i I/ny^ llbas cou' 
cehied io fee an. Article of thAjm- 
poriartce',^'»hi^ Infants Baptifin 
iy mdflis tahttto beofy and indeed 
is rf, :to 'hang on Wyres ody, and 




to tr\e tveaaeft 

It Mnfi, I thought y hc(\fe fart anl 
/did Phundatms, ahd fudh I Mi 
riot fee it to he Oumer o^ Md^s 
it Tfiere May'd (iiiS Ifind: it is) tti 
the l^iyy Gbriftitatten vf ah Infti* 
tixttd Church, and in the Har- 
tneiry flf Scripture.- And6g^. '«f 
iteettrci is the furefi BaiGs if 
IrA, ffiiwflrtwy o/R6vcal^ltet* 
ligbn ; as Amla^ > «/' Nature is 
df truth, in feints of Phildfd-' 
^hy. ■ ■■ ■ 

' Ihis Argtimcrit 1 hec^efa much 
fpokm to in the foUovmg Letters, 
ihatl i}n^ there needs no more to 
mdke'il ^rfi$f, 'and fully conVmcn^, 
Hi toM i^ejefemfiBoflfing Cm^ 

- Tiiftj 'BittVkpiiitd or*Waflp- 
mmyj-and that Mtot\; «M^ 



AdYertifcnjent 



■». f— ' 



Sn^tfere ^a]^tt:i$i or W^JhedwitJ} 
Water at the Door of tbe^Takeri^ 
H4c/e o)r th Cgpofegaiion ; '111^^ 

f^ahlx "Pas -. <itm in imt^m of 
That, and ii& other Wajhings a^jmig, 
the Jew& f : aii4 tojignifif the Cleaf;h 
jwg ofthem frm the p^fUmoA 
«f Gentiliim : Jni, %h9X,the C\\^f 
nian Baptiitn in tk IqfUtutioiiL 
fif if, hoi JjpeSi to both ihefe, U 
dfp frd^ahle ^ we GentUes bein^ 
hy Baptilm fanSlip(id.iitU(f Gq()> 
and made bit !Pr$eJis i u^hich feenff 
yery cle^ly to be implyed^ by the /L- 
poflie, when he calls Baptiim, 

Tranfiatofs render) of ^egenq^ 

' don, i» 4^Jum0rtattfy to theLv 

vetundfr the. L<tm,-;=ufhich vfOiiet 



t6 the Reaa^. 

gatlohj and the Alur, Comj^art 
Eicby . 46. 6, 1 1. >rf^ Tit. 3 . y, 
■ •■ A^iitt,Lnirkmfidere4, thkt 
M no Meratim in ttx kafi^ in re-^ 
frekiW the Suh]^ o/Cifcam-^ 
d£6n, hM made by Moles, from 
theKuld in tfctf Fifft Inftitution , 
mier'*Ahraham ; f& that under 
Moles it *f fvidenty Firft, Tlyat if 
ir Profelyie 'fpere Matter 0/ a Fa- 
ihily, the giving of Himfclf t9 
^od ^Gircutncifion, imild nut 
fiffki to ^oTtfic him for the Paflb- 
l^cr J exce^ he g^e his Family 
iid6, dnd thai; all his Males were 
Cvrcumcin^ed. God lookd not on 
him as a Convert ^ if he gave not all 
Hfe; <i» vfett 04 Himfelf, Exod. 
f *3 . 48, 49. Jindthis U the more 
fhnarkflhle^ for that tfce Ptt>feVi|\«& 
iite' (as) "tl?e- lHtft-^t\5:\t^ ftj tV«i 




lemcnt 

(i»eaules. Secondly y XW^ib^/e 
Strmvers in.th Family qf v^ijew^ 
whin tfienth^Maft^rs Own^ tor his 
property, ^tiere onhk Accwnt^fi^ 
nutted to participate tif«^Pa0over ; 
par he If as t9giye themmto God^ 
4^ haying, f^bt and ^omnh^-^h 
them 'y and therefore m^Jt dijpofe ^ 
them : For This only is the ^afi^^ 
lohy the Servant of the Jew, Tifha 
Tt>as Bought t^ithhis Money ^ might 
eat the^ajfotfer 'y and the'Hued 
Servant not 'y naml)iy that she ]^(nm 
mer- as being bought , with hifi . X^ 
fii/s Money, was bis property, hin 
oTbtt } and therefore given TiMfh bint* 
f elf to God, a^ fo- reeeived GoilV 

A^/lo/T CircUmciiion,^ andconff-t 
^ntly became capable of tht>^affo\ 

yer : But the Hired Servant ta^ 




to the Reader. 

C9nl$^tently eonld mty "Sfithm hit 
Qwn? QmfeW atdtfree ASt^ he given 
and difpefrd^tflrji his Mafleti But 
if he JWthi. ¥^uiu:atily h Qrt 
i^Mfidxiidij'-ani' fr hecwne Tartahr 
oft the ^uffover, nvthing letted him 
H>oH^'^he' iiftre an Hired Ser»ant^ 
no more ^than any other Forreigner, 
See fir this Exod. 1 2. 43, 44, 
45.. 

..The. next, mam Coafiderstion I 
'mtdd mfhtM be reminded ferioujly, 
iSj That in the New-Teftament 
»» Ntfw ^ide isgimn either hy Jcv- 
fbi Chrift Htmfelf, or &y his A^ 
jHes iOii Follomers, aiout the, Svl\^ 
jcJfts •/ the Si^of the CoV«fnant ; 
wkfch Sign noitr is Bapcilm : And 
therefwe^ertmtiyyit leases us to the 
grounds and ^afons of th 0\Ar 
TtAametkt, ^and to coa^QTt«K&^ 



m 

UfeofBi^iimiHthe Adaiiffimifi 
5V8/fe/>ft?*i3 efiitMjfife&t^ the 
Slk»d''{itfMt Sf^Stiieyets mm 
Climi^yjremierihe)fmKGei^^ 
til Obtigationi rp%e^ IM'p' Cov€^ 
nfttit m the Sign, awiby^the ixaty 
f^*fam Rule md Dhre^oa? 
i^h AbtahsLm'bai himfelf* Jnd.t 
then it is\^atmal t9 thmk, 7%at s^'- 
Ahti^zmwds nude (o underfland 

dtrfiand a. in BapcUnv; namefy,) 
to take ftt Infi^nts its weBai^th A«< 
<dul c. 'Xhis^ if the imore fffobabk, . 
htcaufe in tk Goipel»infticiidoii 
"Wfridthat BsLpti&tiwent . iy' Fm^ 
rmiiesmi Hiujes i 4i>Gircumci&> 
Ga^U^ikqthifefbre the Lamj-arUmti' 
Jer it y iiif aljojtbat im-Baptk^k^^ 



tOrthe Reacts^ 

tade^j tut (as IJaid) f Aduk ani ■, 
liifxai[sTMftadmkte4i''ns: -..; 

•^■sbi the laft flaee-, lt>imldh\ 
cmjidtredy that\ inthtfrfl Sign of: 
therCoveazntiiohich fp^rCireumf 
ciGon, though all la£&m»mrenii - 
taken in dkeStXy and a^ually, yet 
noae tfthem wtra excluded frwi it 
4{ infants ; hut only as Females : 
Bar the Kdture of tW Sign ><«* • 
ficby that, in the A^uai 4dmm^ 
ftiration of.it^ no Female vas a...i 
Competent Subje£i : So that, in thfr 
firfi Signing by Virtut of^heCowt^ 
nanc ; as much as any Adult <?er« 
fm^ were takgh in, Co much thoje ■, 
that Hfere not Adult y isyen . Infants 
tMxetaktn m aljo : Andif then, the' 
Females were now AHuaSy figned j 
fo Either in the: Letter:^. And by «<* . 
/rjf^ J>e?jmfn4t0n -. of thvitKy<%v(9> 



. For as theS^timts i^r^iSAy' giieA^ 
«i/> tO" the Mal^s; /& thi^^rmife 
alfrypt terns, tM£ (nSfpo (&^MAle% 
j^Abraham' ad liaaci J ^ut ^m^i 
iij^fce^Females were fncludedwn 
the Malesy <« the Covettant 4»t{ 
Pfomife, ('ft'^ic/;, 1 think, no !8o<iy 
Tt>ili den^ i) Jo, byUh <^fm,they 
tpefe mdnd^d.alfo mthe Sipi, if 
any ask the ^afoH, Tt>hy ffce Females' 
are mt taken notice of if^th^ldi-. 
Tieftament j^w much as theMiies ? 
md'tfihy, at frfi^ ^ywert'. mtr^ diik 
*B)eire,hy hamtt^n iwttf Covenant, 
i^rf fo fitted .^ith nhif Sign o/^ it ^ 
htt/tncluded^ordyin Metn, and ac* 
counted as fignedmtJxm htheremay 
k^many (^afons\ butamor^i^ettf-y 
fm efpicially.- '■■ Tie Rrft is, r 'That 
j: GtUd if Ukiforni in'btt Wwh v <wvA 



tk^.i4f.iW tht Brft CrBMimrk m^de 
A^m ffirfty \ If bo »as thoi'rthe whole 
JSJimd^ 'and \cm^r€hfn4ed the Wq^ 
mztiiVihif^i and then 0ft er^ 
T^ayA ii/A the jWomatt- mtof A- 
dam ,: ; ^otin (fee Reft oration, or 
New (Creation, :he woujtd firfi by 
N(<9ie iegin mth the Man, and tah 
him iato Covenant, and Sign him.; 
imd tt^theWovcmi in but Inclu- 
iivbly, #f- fomprehendtd in Man, 
arid as an Appenelix to him i ^W 
heSd in tU Difpenration, M^ider 
Abraham and Moie$. iBt^ then, 
afterwards y.a^ he. tookthe Womaa 
m the Creation o«f (.o/Man ijo ««• 
der Chrifti w the Ifjew-Tefta- 
mentrDilpeniation^ >fce tooktli^ 
^oman in i'er orniK^ne^ and ^ttt 
his Sign on her too : T^othaM^ix and 
Women OfV !^aj?ti;<ji. vl^^cotA.> 



Advertiiehient 

and ^hdps nolefs fff^kar^afihr 
«, 'Thai iU W6tna#Wa U^ frfi^ 
(its' tk Apofltie ■cyfrVfi) m i^^J?,^ 

Firft CrlitiOtil 'W 'Vr?^ Work :d/ 
Ciod in irV [WfiW' this tfiae-* 
thou Haft xlone ? JaUh^&ioUi 
Woman ij ^erefmfHi H Mar^' 
of his l)iVnie7)ifpleafur^^"6dml(f 
not in the MimioHyf^^ fij^earf- 
of Grab,'**feAr fe# '4 W ■^vi^^A'i 
Natife- ^rt^ -P^tfott;^ W ot^r^^ 
than hy Indufionift i'M;*ManV^^ 
f ^ Participation ofityMlbyMi^ 
hi^ forth the Lord (d\A^^' the ^m 
Foundatidti of 'theJ^&N'and !Beii& 
Creation, fhhad made html asp' 
vere'-fome KepArSxi^iiydMthei^ 
/o^e, -Chrift^ isU^hftttaOy'fidio 
^ Madb of a Woiriin. Uethmks 




ha^^thtfe JE^ns^ mj,Tin^, Z., 

hfm C|>iifl:, ftfcere ipoix^^ittkMf* 
firence Af ^?fn -Male 4n((i&tfi9\pf: 
ii^jthf Jccpunt^afi^rijpttiKt: for if, 
^WfuVks^h^/^ Maa-CbUd, ,j(^, 

tf^j^i^ifUt^ ifi^tl>e!BlMd'ofherTurt!' 
fjffilghtt Thirty'thm days : . Sitf if 
^: Minuet forth A Maid'Qhild, 
titeunjh Tt^asto beunclearLjCiPo'^eeb^ 
4Vf4 ^9 cotttinm in the fBlood of hft\ 
fWjim^ 5^t^'^ days, ; So muck 
Xijffertncej'X^t^y there masktmen 
l^e md Feny^le \ for [g. .*»e read 
^ $xpd. i;i.*,i,4,,y, 6., ptit* 
^pi^^the.QJ^.k4^er'4 i,.Forun:. 

r^f -J : .no ^r^, Np w ■ het.i^een.the 
}f^U W female, .tliAn^itUvtwv 

One 



Advertifenient 

the Jew <*»<^ Greek 'yfoi' fothe A- 
poftle Gal. J. 18. There is nei- 
ther Jew nor Greek, thete is nei- 
ther Bond nor Frcie, there is nei- 
ther Male nor Female ; for You 
are all one in Chrijijifusl A plain 
Text ; Hfherem the Api6ftle as welt 
implies theref^&s a 'DiftinEtion arid 
X>ijference hefote^ as he dffhns that 
there h none no"^, 

Jsfor fMm Adversary ,♦ thoti^ 
1 do not tah'him to he the Greateft 
Clark in the World, or as Learned ht 
the Learned Languages; and Human 
Authors, as many others i (tnd though 
I. take it to haye been apiece of Va* 
nity in him, to tell me, as he doth, 
[^That as he remertibred, one of 
the School-men laid, ■<s'C,~J he- 
caufe Ihaye^afon Po helieV^, he 
mderjtands f^e Scjjflol-men, o,\ little 

OS 



to the Reader. 

Hebrew or Greek : tc t J doiujf 

a{>prehen(i k '.any Dif^race {asjome 

"PohU Jjalf^ikj) to hayie been enga^ 

ged ftfith h'm ; both for that be is a. 

car^fttly gainful y and hidufhmsjear'- 

ching ^er/otty much conyerjam in the 

frejent Cmtroyerfle j and, 1 hslieV'e^ 

^anfay^^As much for hU Perfwafion, 

as any other ftfhat ever : as alfo, for 

that the Toint in ControVerfy between 

Hf^ ii not a Point of 0umm Lear- 

tang ; Here (for the mam) is no need 

of Greek or Hebrew, or of the Sub' 

ti/r«j 0^ School-men, or ofExdB" 

nefs ofCriticifnte : Jt mujl be. decir 

ded plainly by good Scnje, and .b^ , 

the Htfrmony of the Scripcure ; ^ 

an £n^(|^iBjif>l^ ,(^o ."pMch he ^f 

appeal) fn/jiffsfor that. 

t do confefsy IMi^yf. that fame 
of the Groimds^ wrM) ,^\<S>fz\)iX^ 



Advcrtilement, &c, 

"VptUhtOft no little Influence toward 
an Alteration in many received 
Schemes : Bm^ tifhetber I have laid 
them right or not^ I am no compe- 
tent Judge. For though I am much 
(onfrmed in the Verity of Them hy 
their undergoing of One kind of 
Teft, "inthout any Lofs ; yet before 
1 do advance them from hetngToints 
if meer Opinion, to he Toints of 
Jome Degree of Faith, lam wiUing 
theyjhould undergo aU Others, And 
thereforey Reader, they are put w- 
to'thy Hands y {for IhdPe done JMh 
them) to tifeigh and judge them. 
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BRRATA V 

^Age 9- Ene ^.add bt. p. 12. 1 20, rari If. ^ii.\ 
I. ao. dele 1^. .p. 49. 1. 27. read M. p* 53. i. 3^ j 
te cafM 0f If. pu. 54. 1. 14. dek ()• p* 99*h ai. ^ «. ^ 
niinway ifCmmmt thrtnigbCk^JorGrga. p. loa. A JN 
[7. read $} mU iheFaithfiiL p. 103. L 1 1. dde am. | 
ro€»LtB.raid ^{raij|SCi'pbiio.I.$.add> 11. ; 
M.27.ddc: p.iag.L3o.i«idbcimdn$ndf^\ 
'^' p. i2p.L 5. TodfMMi. t. i5Q.l.ao%tca4 
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FOR 



Infants BaptiCn, d>c., 



' i 



The FtrH Letter. 



I Cannot believe my felf obliged \>y iht 
Occafionai Difcourfc f which 1 held 
aimoft a Year and three Quarters a- 
go) about Infants Baptifin-, to ingage 
any further in that iControverfie , much 
lets,, deliberately and folemnly ; * yet) ha- 
ving received (o large) and fb elaborate 
an Endeavour for my SatlsfaQion^ aivd Co 
importunate a^d iterated Rcquc^s^ to ^\m^ 



2 An JUrgilMimt 

^utlieRefuIt of my moftcool and ferious 
Confideratioris of whar you have done in' 
It ; i may not be To "much wantiftg in Civili- 
ty to your Defirejy and in Obedience to 
the Call I believe irf'thtm, as to decline the 
Incumbcnce and Qbliffifion ^under which 
They put nie to iahlwef : • ^d fo, efchcir to 
receive my Telf a fuf thtf Ilhnrlinatlon in the 
Point, or (which is better, and which 1 hope) * 
to give it. 

Only, let me have leave to tell vou, 
f That) I am f^hiibl^ efiough ho^ di^icult 
a Task it is, in it, felf, to Eradicate an O- 
pinimgrov/n inveterate, by length of Time, 
and perhaps confirmed by frequent Spoyls 
iand Tropliits over w^ak Oppofers of /r^ 
and that 'tis more difficult for one in my 
Gtrcumftances, fubjeA to a thoufand Avo- 
cations and Diverfions ^ and who, at the 
Arrival of your Letter^ thought of nothing 
iefs in all tne World, 'than of being etiga- 
igtd in this matttjer og^irift Aft^ftifin ; and 
:witli' a Petfoh, a'^catjbart of whbfe time 
hath been imployed fn'Thonghts and Study 
about it. -^ ■ 

And'yet, under diladvatitageis fo great 

"agairift fo great Advaittagcs, belicviiig my 

ielf ih thei^lght ; ifi thit Confidence, 1 have 

itiadt a Refoiutipn to lit you know my5eri- 

timenisi and tfcc raMr^ V>dx6& \ ^^ 



for infants ^aptifni. | 

you (md I wiih) I may not be miftakeii 
in it) to be To unfeigtfd a Lover of Truth> 
and fo Candid a one, that you will make 
Allowance for ^nyByafs in your Mind^ iii 
favour of your Opiilion, which a long Pre^ 
fcriftan may give it , and that yoir will not 
Hefitfe any Light that may be offered, if 
you have no other Reafons for doing 5^) 
than either that It is Nevp unto you^ or that 
you have not Aruck Jt your felf. 

As for my Sentiments on this Subjed, that 
yod may conceive Them with the greater 
Cleatnefs, as alfo for Order fake, I will 
reduce them unto Tm Headi. Firft^ I will 
let you fee the Mift^s under which you 
are, as to your Apprehenfions of the Gromds 
of my\ jirgnmems for Infants Baftifmy as 
deduced from the Covenant of jibraham. 
And Theni I ^iU difplay the Argnment it 
felf in aU its Evidence and Force, as it is 
bottomed on that Bafis : And this, without 
concerning of my felf in Othef Arguments 
infifted on by other;s, and alfo touched and 
refleded on by you. 

The Miftakts you are under in your Ap- 
prehenfions of the Grounds of my -^j^^- 
ment', are Tm^ and very great ones : The 
Firfli That you conceive me to raife my 
SuperftruOure of Infants Baftifm otv \feSs. 
FoundanoDy [That r/?e fccUcuin^G^nuV^s^ 

B 2 <wf*^ 



4 Jn Argument 

and their Pofierityj are in All refpelfs to he 
bleffedy as believing Abraham rr^i^ ^ 3 which, 
fay you, is Abfurd. 

And well you may (fay fo for indeed, 
Abraham had peculiar Bleflings appropria- 
ted to his Perfon ^ as to be the Father of all 
the Faithful, and particularly, of believing 
Gemiles^ (the Father of many Nations;) 
and therefore, inftead of Abram^ he was 
ctjikd Abraham. But though All the Blcf- 
fings believing Abraham had, did not de- 
fcend on his Spiritual Children, or his Seed, 
the believing Gentiles \ yet, i( Any Blef- 
fiDg of believing Abraham^s did defcend; 
as That of thc*Promife did, it moft be un- 
dcrftood, (^t)t\\c Obligations and Duties 
arifing from tl^€ Nature of the Blefling, 
("which did defcend) or that are annexed 
to it, Cif there be any 5/rc)S?) muft defcend 
too : And fo, that the Seed, in that refpeft 
in which it is equally blcfled with belie- 
ving Abraham , muft be equally obliged, 
wath him, to all the Duties and Incumben- 
cies, that are the Confequents and Refuks 
of that Blefllng. 

Your Second Affjiake is. That you appre- 
hend me to conceive, Q ^' That every Child 
^' of a believing Parent, by vcrtuc of his 
^^ Birtby Privilcdge, and as he is a Natural 
^' Z?c/ce/]dant of fuch a Fal\vtt Qt^o'Ocsfcx^ 



tkmH 



for Infants Saptifm. ^ 

^* IS a true Chil3 of Abrahamy or a Belie- 
** vcr, ("for that 1 mean) or, in your own 
^* words. That the Natmral Poflerity of Be- 
*^ lieving Gentiles-i barely as fuch, are all 
'^ of them the Spiritual Seed of Abraham^ 
'' (or Believers) and confecjaemly fach^as 
*^ are entitled (on the Account of being his 
*^ Spiritual Seed, or Believers) unto Abra- 
*' haai^j Ctfvenartt and Bleffing^] And in 
Oppofition uoto ThUy you much enlarge j 
(hewing the many great Abfurdities, and 
ill Confequences of it, eyen to Fifteen : Ar- 
guments, which truly as to any other who 
hath Senfe I think, and I an) fure as to my 
felf, are all needlefs, aQ4 might all have been 
fpared. 

Certainly, I deniand not half fo much to 
enforce the Argument I ufed ; I think not 
every Child ofa Believer to be a Believer 
himfelf in any Seofe i much lefs, that Saving 
Grace is as Original as Sin , or that it comes 
by Tradaftion. Al| I poftulate to build 
my Argument, is. That the (true) believing 
Genfile doth not forfeit, l?y believing, his 
natural Right to his Child ; but that the 
Children of True Belicyers now, under tlie 
fjofpel, arc as much theirs, and in tne fame 
I^ighc, Tis the Natural Childtcn'of Abraham 
were his. This is all the Qiieftion that I 
be^, and this fare you wiW not Aetv^J to^- 

B 3 O^M' 
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Only, by the way, I pray you to make 
no more or my Oncefton^ than I intend it 
for •, for whenfomc Pious and' very Learn- 
^d Men have argued for Infants Baptifmj 
from the Children of Believers their bein£ A- 
Draham's Spiritaal Seed-^ they mean not, I 
fuppofe, by caflling them AbrahanPs Spiri- 
raal Seed) as I do, and as yon do *, that they 
are AElaal Believers'^ and confequently Chil- 
dren of the Faith 6i Abraham ; but onFy, ' 
that they are Perfons of a Religious Conjldo'- 
ration^ and (m foitie fenfe) Holy'^ and rela- 
ted to (j^?^. And meaning but Stf ; chough 
J acknowledge Childrefi not tp be Jbra* 
hamh Seed in the Senfe \ mentioned, as A- 
brahanfs Seed is taken for. Aftual Believers, 
and you have proved by Fifteen Arguments 
thit they are hot, nor can be Abraham's 
Seed in this Senfe ; my Conccflion gives 
you no advantage, nor do your Arguments 
iignifie any thing againft Them , who, ufing 
the Expreflion in Another Stnftj are no^* 
thing concerned ; for if They takt Spiritual 
Seed in One Senfe^ and Ton in your Argu- 
ments take it in Another-, you do not really 
oppofe them, though you may tliink ypu 
do ^ nor are your Arguments pertinent ; and 
the Dil))ate between you, as to diar, is in? 
^ietd but Strife about Words, 



for Infanti^a^ifm. 7 

Thu? J .have, with all the Clcamcfsami 
Faimcrs imaginable, let ypLi fee your Tnw 
Mifi^s about rhe Argument I urged f and 
therefore, feeing you di> aot apprehend a- 
right the Grounds pn which I go (in it,) 
I am only obliged to you for your chari- 
table EfidtttvpHrt tpw^rds my Satisfaflioa ; 
bat noi ("in the fcaft^ for any EfeS of thofc 
Endeavours. 

It now rpm3incth;r tiiat 1 perform what 
IpfOiDifed in the Seccfnd Place ; which iSt 
T« lay out the j9r^x^tm for PeMAptiJm, 
95 it is founded on the Ovenanti or Blet 
fing oijibrahitm, ji; all its Force and Evi- 
dence; which, to dio.fp fome pgi^fc; I 
will dcm^nftraie. . 

firji-, That the Covenant of Abrahat% 
which is caBed the Blejfuig of Abraham, 'of 
the Promift pf the Spirit^ iifiiS in beinr ; onA 
is that CovetiMit ofCftact the true, helieving 
Gentiles are Htider. 

Secondly-, That in refpeR of that CnffHMt 
ofPremife^ which is eJled the BUjfin£ of fjL.' 
braham, Mid the Promife of the Spirity or 
the SpiritHol Promift^ dff the Seed th/tt bath 
the Beneft if it-, are tmder eqital Oblieationt 
to the Duty and iBCKhthenct arifsng fromstf 
vpitb Abraham himfelf. 

Tbirdfyt 1 will (hew, T(><tt the Dui-j «m4. 
B 4 liwutiv- 
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tntumbence to which Abraham ip^ds iAUgtdt, 
iirijtng from the Covt^taHtt 9^ ^I^IP^J^ ^f W^ 
to, him, v^aSybyvpayofRefiifHlation-i to dedi- 
cate and give himfelfi dnd- all his to God ^ 
dnd't in token of that 'De4ication of himjelfy 
and of ^U that was htsy to wear himfplf the 
Signe of the Covenant^ imd fitt it 4s Tt Cojt- 
msLancCy and Badge-, 'and Mar\of God upr^ 
an all }jis that was c of Me of it. 

Fofirthly^ I will alfo mow, ThktfromPi- 
brahamV Dedication of^himfelf^ ' ahd of all 
his raGod, there airijes a Diftinlfionofflo^ 
linefs into Ifttern^l and External^ jfdfdlut^ 
and Relative •, and ihat this DtflinRion (of 
Uolinefs) is EvangeUcaL 

And having evidenced thefc Four things, 
I will then proceed, in Ihort, to form my 
Ar^umenp, 

In order to the evidencing of the Firft 
Particular, which is, That the Covenant of 
l^romjSo made to Abraham, which is called 

'the BleJJlng of Abraham, and the Promife . 
pf the S fir it, or the Spiritual and Evangeli- 
fal PromifC'^ (that this) isfiill in heingj and 
fS tfye Covenant of Grace , into a Participa- 
tion of \yhich, the Ythie) believing C en- 
tiles qyc taken : I only Pre^ife^ ThatThat 
is the Covenant pf Grace the believing Gen- 

ff/fs arc uadcTp Which is l\xc Uvm: G\cs\\^d 
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and Foundation of all their Hopes, and o( 
ail their Comforts ; and Whichj by having 
a Title to it, and Intereft in it, doth give 
them a Title to, and Intereft in the Coele-r 
ftial Inheritance, the Heavenly Country, the 
Everlafting ManfK)ns in the Father's Houfe ^ 
-and, in a word, to Salvation. And This 
the mtf[X\ox\^ A Coven ant -y the Blefiingof -4- 
braham, and the Promife of the Spirit is« 
and doth: This is the true Ground and 
Foundation of all the Hopes of GemiU-QQ^ 
' Ijevers, and of all their Comforts ; and a 
Title in Thisy is the only Title they have 
to the Heavenly BlefTednefs and Salvation, 
or (as the Apoftle is pleafed to ftiJe it) to 
the Inheritance. For thus in the Third of 
Gallatians^ the Apoftle carries it ; when 
Verfe the 1 6th^ he affirms. That to Abra-^ 
ham, and to his SeeJ^ vsfere the Promifes 
made ^ znd l^erfe the iSth adds. That if 
the Inheritance he of the Law, it is no more 
of the Promife •, hnt God gave it (namely 
the Inheritance)/^ Abraham hy Promife: 
And by Wh^t Promife,'' but that ntified 
Covenant of Promife, / w?/// he a God to 
theey and to thy Seed ? As appears by com- 
paring it with rerfe the i6th. But he af- ^ 
l^rtrth This mere clearly afterward?, in 
f^erfe the ^oth ; where he (hewcth^ bota 
that the only Tttle to the ln\nrixmti'\% Htix- 
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pify according to the Promife^ and |h^ 
die only way of Becoming Heirs according 
to die Promife, and fo of being interefted 
in it, and entitled to it) is by beconiing the 
Seed ef Abraham to become the Children 
efG$d\ and the only w^y of Becoming the 
Seed of Abraham (iox xi^t Gentiles^ is by 
Tmtting on of ChriSl through believing: 
Fmrj faith he, if you be Chrifi\ or theMem- 
beis of Oorifl -^ what then ? Then you are 
jOnraham^s Seed ^ and what if Ahr^am^s 
Seed ? what then ? Then you are Heirs ac^ 
cording t^ the Promife. In (hor t, this is the 
Clfmax i if Believers, then ChrifPs ; if 
dr^Sf then Abraham^ s Seed *, if Abrat 
tusms Seed, then Heirs according to tho 
|>roini(e : for the Promife is, 1 mil be a God 
t§ Tbeoy and thy Seedy and I will give to Thee^ 
wed thy Seedy &c. 

Nor doth it make any Alteration. in the 
Cafe, that Faith Is now the rcquiHte Con- 
dition of Salvatioijy or that we muft be- 
lieve to be faved : \This bat evidences the 
more cljearly, that fche Gofpel is but a Re- 
novation of the Covenant of Abraham ^ for 
Mi it is through Faith, that we Gentiles do 
become Chrifi\ and by being Chriji's, 
Aat we become the Seed of Abraham^ and 
cofifegnently Heirs of Salvation according 
to the Promife j So it vpas tVvtow%h Faith> 
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the JElightcbufnefs of Faith, that Ahraham 
(the Father of the Faithful) had the Pro- 
mife himfelf : For fo the Apoftlc, Rotn. 4. 
1 3 . for the Prdrnfe-i Thdt he jhgtild ht tht 
Heir of the Worlds was not to Abraham, or 
to his Seed throHgh the LaWj but thromh the 
Ei^hteoajhefs ofV^ith. Abraham believed 
God^ and We Chrifl j it was through Faithr, 
that Abraham had the Proniife; and 
through Faith alfo, that we the believing 
Gentiles have it ; as being Children not of 
Abraham^s Body, but of Abraham^s Faith, 
Horn. 4» 12^ i}^ 16. 

And if the Promife mzdt to Abraham^ be 
the GroHtid and Foundation of all our Hopes, 
and all our Expeftations, as we are Qni^ 
ftianS'^ and it be the Trne Covenant of Grace \ 
to be fare, it is (till in beings or we do 
but beat the Air, and are at a lofs j our • 
Hope is in vain, and our Rejoycing in vain \ 
which G^d forbid : And in being it is ; for 
the Law that came four hundred and thirty 
Years after, did not, >^ouId not Difanul 
the ProiDifc that went before j and if the 
Law did not, if the Law could not, nothing 
elfc did, nothing elfc can difanul it : Thi^j 
the Apoftle evidences, GaL 3. 14, 15, 16, 
17,18. And furely,the Promife to Abrahamy 
J will be a God to thee-^and tothySttd feic/v^ 

^ CovcfKtht^ a ratified CovcnatviK^wJi covSvx^- 
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cd by two iinmutablc things, by Word and 
Oath, In vphicb it is imfofftbU for God to 
Lie \ and therefore, cannot be difanulled j 
and if itbenotdifanulled, it is ftill.in being. 
Here I thought to have difmifled the 
Firft Particular, and fo f to) proceed to the 
Second : But it ftrikes into my Mind, that 
you may think \ have not clearly enough 
exprefled what I mean by the Covenant-, the 
Bleffing and the Promife of Abraham^ 
which did defccnd on the Gentiles j which 
if fo, would be Matter of a frefli Difpute : 
And therefore, though I think the Scrip- 
tares I have infilled on already, do fuffici- 
ently inftruft us in what the Promife is •, 

.yet, to leave no room for any further MJ- 
ftakesf I (ball be more exprcfs in it. 

By the Promife, the Bleffing, the Cove- 
nant oi Abraham^ f for under all thefc three 
Terms it is rcprefented by the Apoftle) I 
mean that Covenant of Promife made to 
jibrdhanty Gen. 17.7,8. confifting of Tvpo 
Parts ; a more Spiritual Part, in the 7^^, / 
wilt be a God to thee^ 4nd thy Seed ; and a 
more Temporal one in the ^thf And I will • 
fivc'i &c. And I take in Both^ becaufc I 

, find the Apoftle faying, That to Abraham, 
and to bis S^ed-, were the Proptifes made : the 
Promifes; not a Promife, f which had left 

k doubtful ', ) butthe Prom\fcs*i^f^e^kla^ 
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not of the Om only, JwiB be a God to thecj 
and thy Seed^ which is the Spiritual Part ; " - 
bat of the Other alfo^ which is the Tcrn- 
poral) J mll^ive to thee-i and thy Seed'^ iic. 
Thus the Covenant of Promife involveth 
and includeth in it Tir<> Promifes •, the One 
of which indeed is Principal^ the Other but ^ 
jidditional \ but Both are in the Cove^ant^ 
in the Blefling, and confequently Both are 
ratified and eftablifhed : The Promifes were 
made to Ahrahamy and to his Seed j the 
Covenant in both refpefts defcends. 

I know you take it for a very ftrong Ar- 
gument, That the Covenant o{ Abraham^ ^ 
Gen. 17* 7, 8. cannot be the Evangelical 
and Gof pel-Covenant ; becaufe it is zMLxt 
one, and cortTipofed ofz Temporal (as well ^ 
as of, an Eternal) Bequeft: But for that 
Reafon, jjhe Rathe r take it to be Evange- 
l ical :^ FoFth is is Gofp el, that GodUnefs U"^ , 
profitable untit aU thin^^s ^ tha t is, in all re- 
fpefts, in relpedk of tnis World, and m re- 
fpeft of the Other : And whv fo ? Why, ' 
it hath the Promife -^ HavingXthe) Promife-^ 
of the Life that now is^ as well as of that 
to come : And what is this but a Finger^ 
to point you to the Covenant of Promife; 
as the Evangelical Covenant, the Promife, 
the Blcfling that did defcev\d ot\ \X\^ Gett- ^ 
r/'/f/f I 7/<^. 4. 8. 
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, And indeed) the //;lifm4;irr promifed td 

^ iuibr^ham^ and which in, by, and under 
4[um, is defcendcd on the Gentiles j is not 
only a CceleftiaU but a Terr eftrial one al- 
fo : For by that Proinifc, ^hraham was 
DOt only the Heir of Heaven j but alfo Heir 
of the Worlii\ and fo the Apoftle ftiles him : 

' And the fame Apoftle tells Vsf AU is Ours ; 
and Abraham being conftitutcd by the Pro- 
mife, Heir of the World, He and his De- 
fcendants, according to the Ele(h> were to 
take Poffcffion of it, and to have Livery 
cfSeifin given in Canaan ^ a Livery of Sei- 

'^ fm, which was given indeed, and taken but 
in Part of the World, (as Livery of Sei-» 
(in ufually is) but in the Name of tbe 
Whole. 

It is true, Canaan only was promifed in 

^ the Letter, and was Inherited only by the 
' Gtrnal Seed and Defcendantsof^/rr/iib^;?!.- 
But then it muft be cbnfidered, that in the 
Covenant there is more implyed, than is 
exprcfled in the Letter •, and that as in the 
Letter it fpeaketh of the Seed which is Na- 

i tural, namely Ifaac *, yet, in the Myfteryi 
it meaneth Chrifi^ and that Principally : So, 

. though in the Letter it fpeaketh but of Ci- 

, naany as given for a PoflTcflion, and enjoy- 

cd fo by the Carnal Seed ; yet in the My^ 

f ^ery, it means the \v\\okNfJoM, o^ ^VvcVi 
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Caffoan }ji:iaiS a Part: in which indeed he ^ 
took PofTefliOR) or had Livery and Seilia 
given him -, but, as I faid> in the Name 
of the W hole, j^braham was Hei r q f the 
World ; and fo arc all BelieversT^ f^^^ 
J ^s Sccd^ ^ ^^_^^ ^^ Ours: But how? 
For We are ClmjPsrSnd Chrift is God^s r 
And it i$, / will ht a God to Thee'^ Md ^ 
$hy Setd ; which Seed is Chrifi. This n 
the Believer's Title, and this his Deed ; his 
Chartttj by which he holds All. ', ^ 

And having evidenced the Firft PartioH. 
br. That the Covenant made with jibrs*' 
hoffff ortheBleffingof>4l»r^4^9 thePro^ 
mife of the Spirit is ftill in force, and is 
that Covenant of Grace by which belie- 
ving Gentiks-, the true Seed, now both have 
and hold their Title to Heaven^ and to 
Earth too. It will not, I fappoie, requite 
either much Time, or much Argument^ to 
fecure the Seco?td ; which is, That the trug 
SfiritHal Seed of Abraham, the believing 
Gentiles J who have the Benefit and Advan^ 
fage of that Sfiritnal Promife and^BleJftng^ 
and to whom it is made as well as to Abra- , 
ham, are under eqaal Oblio^ation to the Dtti' 
ty and hia^mbe}2Uarifin^fromitj or annex-' 
id to it -i with Abraham himfelf. For it is 
a common Notion, a Sentirueut ^^^xwt\ 
by rAcL/ght of Nature, Tb^t\v<it\»Xt«wp* 
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r cth any Profit and Advantage by a Grartt^ 
ought to bear the Burthen, and anfwetthie 
Duty and Incumbence that accoiripanies It* 
And indeed » to hope for Salvation^ zxAo^ 
ther Benefits conveyM in the Covenant and 
Charter of Mraham^ without, fubmitting 
to the Duties and Obligations that do arife 

^ there-from^ or are annexed thereto ; were 
for a Perfon to daim an Inheritance by a 
JOeed of Conveyance » without holding 

^ hinfifelf obliged to the Covenants and Pro-* 
vifions with which It is granted Therein. 
Certain it is, as 1 have (hewn already, that 
the believing Gentile ctaimeth, hath, hold-« . 
eth nothing) but in> by> and under jibra* 
ham: He is Chnfi\ and fo yibraham^a 
Seed ; and fo Heir accofrding to the Pro- 
mife : And he that claitneth^ hath, holdeth 
nothing but in, by« and under Abraham^ 
muft claim, have, hold, as Abraham did, 
according to the Tenor and Obligation of 
the Deed of Gift, the Charter, the Cove-* 
nant of Promifc, which it pleafcd God to 
coiivey ii^by, and with the fame Incumbence 
and Duty. 

And this remindeth me of the Third Par-* 
ticular, which I pron) i fed to demon ftrate^ 
namely, That the Duty ank Incumbenve lo 

P^Jb/ch >4 bran am v&as ebliged^ arifing from 

tAeGnfe^am or Blefing givtn to Vjim^ v^a^n 

in 
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in Xt^ of Refiipulationi to dedicate and give 
himfelfy and all hisj to God ; and in token 
of that Dedication of himfelf^ and all his, 
to put the Sign of the Covenant ^ as the Cog^ 
nisLonce^ and Markjt ^md Badge cfGodon 
all his that was capable of it'^ as well as to 
vpear it himfelf. 

I know it cannot be difficult to You^ (if , 
it can to any Other) to conceive that in 
Reftiptdation unto God'^ who had m^de over 
xmto Abraham^ not Himfelf onlyy but All 
he basy (^that) Abraham Correfpondemly 
fliould give Himf elf y and All he had to God^ 
And indeed, this Msaikil Stipidation between 
God and Abraham^i [[That 6*^ and all His 
fiiould be Abraham% and Abraham and 
iail his (hould be God^s} is the very Efence 
and Skifiance of the Coveieint : / will be 
Theirsy and They (hall be Mne j Iwill bo 
a GodtoThee and thy Seed-^' and Than and 
thy Seed flail kg^ nry Covenant. 

It is true, the Covenant doth run in Ab^^ 
folate and Promiflbry Terms, and therefore 
is called the Covenant cfPromife ; but yei 
to be a Covenant, as there muft be Parties^ 
fb there muft be a Afntual Stipulation be- 
tween them : And here, the Stipulation on ? 
the Part of Abraham^ though it be not fd 
exprefs and literal^ is plainly im^U^d. Sxv 
the Duty and /ncumbence Cod Vtcvpofc^ ocw 

C Vvcc\-% 
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him, in reUtion to the Covtmmh ^ an Ob- 
ligation af)4 Coofi^qoence arifing from the 
Nature and Merits of h : Wnich Duty 
and Incorabenccy and the Gonfequcatialnels 
of it from the Covenant, is, G^h. 17- Ver. 
9. ThoH jhalt k^ef. n^ Covenant tktrif^gy 
thou and thy Seed after thee in their Genet ^^ 
iioffs. Or, tDor^ oonfonantly to the Letter 
of the Original, but to the fame Senfe, (and 
iti Covenant- forn[)>) Iv^l he a Gsd to thee 
died, thy Seed^^ and, I will give t» thee 4ttd 
fkySeedf &c. andy Thsn and thy Seed fif all 
ktefcmy Covenants In.the Former^ is the Sti- 
pulation or Protiiife God is plcafed to make 
ta jibnabaw^ and to bis Seed : And( in the 
A^itter^^ the Obligajtion and Confeqaence it 
liea upon.them ;, andt which, therefore, God 
cx|)ei9[s too,, as importing Their Stipulation^ 
and that Ackn6wiedgment they owe for 
His. Thoufhalt l^ep my Covenof^t therefore :. 
Therefore, wherefore ? Therefore^ becaufe 
f I. have Eftabliflhed my Covenant^ to give 
my Self and all I have to thee 4 to give my 

i Self, and give Canaan^, and in Canaan the 

\yorld : Thereforoy thod (halt give thy 

felf, and all thihe to Me : And in token of 

'^it, (that thy felf and all thine is Mine) thou 

^ {halt obferve my Co venant in the fi^nof it ; 
and that fo^ both as to wear the fign thy 

'%//> and to put it upon aV\ iVvvx\t \!c«x S& ca- 
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jwblc of it. This is evident^ Cen. 17. 9, 
KS 1 1, 12, 13. ThoH pJMlt kgef ^ Cvue-^ *" 
nrnt thtrefarC', &C. TAix is my C&venantp 
namely) the fign Circumcifion, &c. 

Ton may here, perhaps, not a little won* 
der, that I ufe fo Generd and comprehend 
five Terms j and that I fay, thv; Obligation ^ 
which lay on JUfraham from the Covenant, 
was tb dedicate and give Himfelf^ and jiU 
His^ to G^-^ and in tokenof it, not only 
himfelf to we ar theSign and Token of the 
Q)venant, which then was Circumatibn } ^ 
but to put it on alt His that were capable 
of it : I (ay, Hafipily you may not a little . 
wonder, why I faid not all his Seed ; but 
all His : Whichi if you do, you will no 
tonger have no caufe to continue it, than 
til> I tell you, It is to figiiifie, that the Ob- ^ 
ligation on Abraham arifmg from the Co* 
venant, was Solemnly to dedic. te and give 
to (?^, togethci* with himfelf. All that he 
had Property in, and Title to, a|id was 
Owner of j not his Natural Seed only, the -^ 
Ofl^fpring of his own Body, but even hi5 
Servants or Slaves. 

And here obfervc •, if Abraham by ver- 
cdc of the Incumbence and Obligation* '* 
whldh the Co^fenant of Promife did lay up- ^ 
on him, [ThoHjhakkcefmy Covencmtthtrt^ 
fore^ was Not only to circumcac\v\i 'S^^xxi- 

C 2 ^^^ 
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yf ral OfF-fpriog) Bm his Slaves and Servants^ 

fas he was, (jf». 17. id, 12.) It mujl needs 

follow J that the putting of the Sign and To- 
i ken of the Covenant upon Children (even 

then) arofe JSlot from their being compre- 
hended in the Seedy and as Ood was a God to 
u4hraham\ Seed, and from God^s requiring 

^'the Seed to keep the Covenant: For//// 
Infant Slaves and Servants, whom tet he 
was obliged by the Covenant to Cjrcqm- 
cize, were Not of his Off-fpring and Seed. 

But tioWj then, did the Obligation to 
Circumcize his Infant, S^r-z^^^/x and SIaves> 
arife from the Covenant j in which no men- 
tion, in the leaft, of Slaves and Servants j 

-r but only oi Seed ? Certainly, no other- 
wife than in the Way I have mentioned, 
(and this Confideration makes it clear), 
namely, that Abtaham in Rcftipulation and 
Anfwer unto(7<?<5/, was obli ged to dedic ate 
and give himfelf, and M l he had to him> a s 

^ GoTaia give, and convey, and make him- 
felf and all he hath to Abraham \ and con- 
fequently, in Sign andTo keji of this J That 
as God hath gtven and made HimfelF, and 
all He hath to Abraham ; fo that Abraham 

^ muft not only dedicate and give Jiimfelf, 

but, which is the Confcquencc of it, all is 

his to Godi} the Sign and Token of the 

4SbKCTanC between them, called Cod'^ Cove- 
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»4«r, and confcquently God\ Sign and 1 
Mark) muft be both on j^braham hifiifelf, 
and On all thai is his : That is, It is not 
pnly to be worn by j^braham-, to fhew that 
he nimfelf is God*Sf 'and that he hath given 
liimfelf ^ or by his Children-t to (hew that 
they are God'^s-^ and that he hath given ^ 
them : but even by his Servants and Slaves^ 
to (hew that he hath given Them too, and 
conftqucntly Ml that he hath. And in- 
deed, he that gives himfelf, gives All that 
he hath, with himfelf : He ownsnothitigt 
that is not His emi. *Tis as they were A- ^ 
brahams Property, that his Infant Servants 
tmd Slaves were Circumcized j and^doubt- 
lefs, All that was Abraham\ capable of 
Circumcifion, had it on the fame Account 
that Arty had : And therefore, as the Jrrfant . 
Slaves were Circumcized as His Property, -f 
and by Mertue of what is faid to Abrahamf . 
Theft Jhalt keep my Covenant therefore/^ ' (O 
were His Children alfo : And Con/ijier. iij 
[^ All Infants were Circumci:^ed by yertue ojF 
the Same 1 ncambence.] . .; '_ J .." "^ 

As to your Wonder, why I do cxpr^fs 
the obligation and Tncumbence ar jfinftuph 
on Abrah/tm from the Covenant, in thcfc 
terms, that He was to dedicate dnj^ 4^g« 
himfelf^ and aU his; and^ m tokcTV 9!^ V^> 
f0 pMt the C^emm in tWe 'Sign oi vf-^ ^s tVje 

C 3 2V1atV^ 
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Martian J Ognizancerf God lifon himfelfi^ \ 
4nd on all his that was capable of it. Voa 
admire how Capable comes in^ but you 
mjcht with more Juftice have admired, ijf 
it had beep left out : - For Implied it miift 
be ; It could not be his Duty to put the 
Sign upon Vnc^pable Perfons, But youi: 
Mmiration is More the Objed of Mim^ aif- 
ter you have Granted-^ that God command* 
cd Abrahanty (Thou Jhalt keep my Cffuenant 
therefore y thoH and thy Seed) in General 
terms j wherein, you fay, both Sexes may '. 
feem to be comprehended, (and indeed fay - 
I, arc fo) for if he did command in General 
Terms y that Abraham^ and all His (Seed 
you fay) frould keep the Covenant in the 
Sign and Token of it \ and yet afterward 
diq Inftitute Circumcifion to be that Sign and 
Token, which was not competent to all: 
How pn the Generality of the Precept, 
f Tpoii (halt put the Sign on all thine ; when . 
Cirtamcifior, that is Net competible to all-^ 
IS that'Sjgn) be undcrftood AccommodoHJly 
and Cicnveniently, as it muft be, but Thm j 
Thou^fhalf put the Sipn on All thine that 
are capable of it\ apd the wearing of it 
by Thefe, fhall be Interpreted the putting of 
it (Oh All. ' 
By this time, I believe, you will be in- 
clinaDk enough to gtatvi^ iVvax \ Wn^. ^\o- 
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wed fufHoendy^ that jiln-aham wis obNged 
as to dedicate and give ^iw^/f, fo to de- 
dicate and give ^// bisy his Children, and 
tus Servants to God-, Pofleflbr of Heaven 
and Earth ^ and, in Token of it, to put the 
Cavenant upon Them (as far as thty were 
a^ble thereof,) in the Sign oftt) namely, 
^Circamcifion. But you will fay i *^ ItSeem-- 
*' eth not to be, f but give me that Expref- 
(ion again, for Ton will be more JPofitive) 
" it FF^not done fyou will fay) with any 
'^ Relation unto us believing G entiles^ who 
'•' are not Circumcized : And that feeing 
^^ there is a Change and Alrerarim mads 
** in the Sign, the former Obligation cea- 
^* fcs ; for if CircQmcifion it felf is paft^ 
^^ and done away, no Duty and Obligati* 
^ on that but commenced widi it> can now 
^^ abide and remain. 

But I pray confideis that not only Abrar 
bam was under Obligation to keep the Co^ 
venant in the Sign of ic^ bat the Seed pi A- 
brdham alfo ; that is, AUthofe to whom 
the Covenant is made, arc equally obli- 
ged to the Obfervation thereof^ in the Sign 
of it : f And therefore) not only J^rabam 
was obliged, but his Seed too. For^ as 
God is pleafed to fay, / vpHI be a God to 
tbee% and to thy.Soed*^ and I mil give to 
thee, Md to tby Setd : Sq^\a fe3iV>1V^««^ 

C 4. ^"^^ 
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and thy Seed fhaU kpef my Grven^un. ThoH 
jhak l^ep my Cavenam therefore ^ (and not 
only Thou, but) ThoHy and thy Seed after 
thee^ in their Generations : Thou*, thou and 
thy Seed. 

So that, if the Believing Gemiles be (as 
indeed they be) the True Seed^^ and Princi- 
pally intended in the'Promife ; for it is Seed^^ 
not Seeds : Seed ', fpeaking but of one^ and 
that One is Chrifi ^ and Chrifi not Perfona! 
only, but Atyfiical^ or Chrifi with his Mem- 
bers •, for it is of Many in One : For the 
Seed, which is to keep the Covenant, is to 
do it in their Generations j not in his Ge- 
neration, but in their Generations, and that 
is Plural. I fay, 4f the Believing Gentiles 
do become the Seed of jibrahamy (as they 
do) they, come alfo under Equal Obligati- 
on to obferve the Covenant, with Abraham 
himfelf: For it is, Thou (halt keep the Co- 
venant therefore 'i thou and thy Seed. And 
to keep the Covenant, (as I have evincM 
.already) is for him that is in it, in token 
of his Dedication and Affignment of him- 
felf, and of all his to God^, not only to wear 
-the fign of the Covenant, himfelf in his own 
; Perfon, but to put it upon ail his that is 
capable of it ; fo to mani&ft, that he owns 
I not any Intereft or Property at all in any 
iluJ3£y or Title to any, .butvi\wLxVvcta\Mm, 

x^ 
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to Gdd'^ and that both himfelf, and all his ^ ^ 
arc the Larats* And thinks Are not the 
believing Gentiles as mach obliged toaf- 
fign, and dedicate, and give all, as AbrM-^ 
ham? Yes, doubt lefs, and are as miich 
bound to SheW'i and Own, and Declare rfiey * 
do ip, as He. 

fiut whereas it may be obje&ed, " That 
*' Circumcifion was the 'Sign and Token 
*' of the Covenant then, SJThU is my Groe- 
**' nam which you jhaB keep between Me and 
*' ToHy and thy Seed after thee ; Every Man- 
*' Child among yon JhaB he CircHmcizjed r\ 
^^ And that CrrcHmcifion, as being a Legal 
*^ and Carnal Ceremony, is abolifhed un-* ^ 
**• der the Gofpcl ; and therefore, as all In- 
^^ gagement and Obligation unto That^ fo 
^^ all Ingagement and Obligation unto any 
*' Sign and Token by vertuc of the Com- 
•^ mand of Thaty is ceafed. ^ 

I anfwer. Though Circumdfbh, that at 
F/r/? was the Sign and Token of the Cove- 
nant, be takeu away *, y^ it will not fol* 
low^ that the Obligation to obferve and 
keep the Covenant in any Other Sign or 
Token, doth ceafe with it^ And to de- ^ 
monftratc this •, it mud be minded, that as 
the Equity and Reafm of the Command 
doth hold in Baptifm^ as well as in Cirx^wmr ^ 
r/fi^; and for any other Sigja^a^dTQiNwiti^^^ 
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. ^ as well as for Thu ; and io the Seed, as 
well as to Abraham ; God being as mudi 
a God to the One^ as to the Other : So alfo 
that in the Form of the Words, the QbU- 
gstixm impofed upon Abraham^ and his 

^ Seed, is in the Firfi place, to keep the 

Sign and Token of the Covenant, or to 

keep the CoVeoant in the Sign of it : And 

• but in the Second (phce,) to obferve Qr- 

^;Cumcir]on ^ namely, bn.t as it is that Sign. 
So that a plain Diilinftion is mad. between 
the Obligation to obferve the Sign and TV 
kpt of the Covenant, (or to keep the Co- 
venant in the Sign and Token of it } and to 

^ keep it in Grcumcifion^ as that Sign and 
Token j the Former arifmg f om the very 
Nature of the Covenant, (^hon fhalt k^ep 
mf Covenant therefore) and therefore of as 
perpetual Obligation and Exiftcnce, as the 

. Covenant it felf : But the Latter is more 
pofitive, and Secotidary. Wherefore, tho' 
there be an Alteration in the Second, it 
will not follow that there muft be one in 
the Firft ^ or that the Covenant ought not 
to be obferved in the Sign and Token of it, 

-t if, for certain Reafons, Circumcifion be no 
Jongcr J but fomething elfe be that Sign and 

^ Token : The t^Ucing away the Second^ doth 

" cot df ftroy tbe Firft ^ for being before it, 
^jit msy be' without it, TVvovx ftv^k k^eij 
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the Sign of the Covenant) that is Firft ^ Cir- 
cutncifioD is that Sign, that is Second : Ami 
why One in the iix& Place^ and the Other 
but in the Sccgod^ but to (hew, the Cove- 
nant oiuft be kept in the Sign of it^ even 
when no longer Circumcifioni but fome q- 
ther thing is in the Coqnfel of Gi?^ ordain- 
ed to be that Sign ? And indeed, it is omch, 
that the taking, and the putting of the 
Sign ot the Covenant, fliould fas it is) be 
caucd keepiug of the Covenant ? Mutt not 
we I\ow keep Ood's Covenant ? 

And to the end yqu may fee the Harmo^ ^ 
fay of the Scripture', and f with it) the Co- 
gency of that illation, which I make from 
the Form of the Words here 5 fee the like 
CForm of Words) inthe FQHrth Command'- ^ 
jnent^ in relation to the Sabbaih'i bottoming 
the like Illation ; Remember the Sabbath^ 
day-, to keep it holy *, that is firft ^ and, as it 
is firft, fo It is prin^arily Moral, and Eterf 
nal and unchangeable : Bfu the Seventh ut f 
the Sabbath of the Lord ; that is in the fecond 
place, and is but fecondary and pofitive. 
What? Doth the Obligation to the Firft ^ 
and that which is Primary in the Command, 
ceafe, becaufe there is an Alteration jn the 
Second •, and that not the Seventh, but thel 
Firft Day of the Week is now the SabfeoxW 
ofthc^rd? Who willtayu'i 
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So> though Circumcifion be no longer 
the Sign and Tci^n of the Covenant, but a* 
nother thing htlt\ 'twill not follow, the 
Covenant is no longer to be obferved in the 
Sign and Token of it, becaufe not Circum- 
cifion-, but that other Thing is now (be- 
come) that Sign and Token : Which you 
will conceive the better, if you bethink 
f that CircumcifioffLg ^s not aboli fhed in the. 
GofpelT^it was of the Fathers^ but as it 
was ot Adofes^ (a Diftinftion Chrifi himfelf 
makes;) or not as it had relation to the 
Covenant of Promife^ as the Sign of it, as 
^ if in that refpeO it were a weak and carnal 
thing ; but as it was Ailofted by the Legal 
^JiUdiatoYy and made a Sign of that Admi- 
niftration and Covenant, in which He had 
to do \ for afterwards^ who fo was Cir- 
cumcifed, did become a Debtor to the 
whole Law ^ and therefore, if the Law did 
ceafe, Circumcifion could not continue. 

But remember, it was on an Evangeli- 
cal and Gracious Confideration, that Cir- 
cumcifion did become the Sign of the Legal 
Covenant or Adminiftration : For why was > 
it ? Were there not other Matters enough to 
make Signs of, but that Circumcifion, which 
" was a Sign of the Promife, muft be Impro^ 
/ri/ifed lo be the Token of the Afofaick, 
Covenant ? Why was it tVv^iv^ ^v;i uv\^ 
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(bs you may think) to make an Alteration . 
in the Tromifcf in refpe6l: of the Subjefts, 
to which the Sign Thereof was to be gi- 
ven, or of any Priviledges, or firft and 
immediate Duties and Obligations of It % 
but to cftablifh and confirm the Promife. 
For Circumcifion, the Sign and Token of 
the Promife, was, in Divine Wifdom, an- 
nexed to the Legal Covenanty (as the Sign 
and Token of Tfe^,) for the fame Reafon 
that Jefns Chrifi himfelf, ("who was the Ca- 
pital Seed) to whom the Promife was made) 
was made the Minifter of the Legal Cir^ 
CHnwifien : (Ue was the Angel that fpake 
with Mofes in the Wildernefs, or that 
gave the Law ; and He, in the Days of his 
Flefh^bot preached to Ac Jews.) It was 
for the Truth of God^ to Co^rm the Promi- ' 
fes to the Fathers \ for fo faith the Apoftle, 
Rom. 15.8. Now I fay^ that Jefus Chrifl 
was the Minifter of the Circumcifiarj^ for the 
. TrHth 9f God'i to confirm the Promsfes unto 
the Fathers, I fay, for This Reafon, as 
alfo ("which is an Amplification of it) per- 
haps to (hew, that there was no Salvation 
and Inheritance by the Works of the Law, 
Circumcifion,. which had been the Sign and v 
Token of the Rromife made to j4hrahamy 
was taken and applied to be the Si^w ^w4 
Toke/j 0/ the Legal CovcuauX^>N\Adcwc^'ceit 
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by Mofes ; to B§c9me which indeed by the 
(capable) Ceremonial ity of it in fome re- 
fjpcGtSy \jiot as it was a Sign of the Cove*- 
liant ; for there is nothing like a Ceremony 
in being but that^ but as it was confined to 
one Sex, and (in the Execution and Perfor- 

' mance of it) to a certain Day] it was very 
Proper and Fit. The Rearon> I fay, it was 

^ applied to the Legal Covenant, bendes the 
Fiwefs of it, was for the Truth of God, to 
Cdnfirm ; and not either to Defiroy or Alter 

^ the Promife made unto the Fathers ; God 
taking the Toksft of th e Covenant of' Pro> 
mifc, and putting itlTpon the i^gaT Gge- 

^ nant^ to be a Sigfi ot it, to (hew he hacl 

. liis Covenant of Promife ftill in Remem-' 
brofwe : For Doi^fo-^ He could ncvei look 

"f on, or fo* much as think on the Law, but 
He muft alfo remember the Promife ; jhe 

"^Sign and Memorial of the Promife bcinj 
fhus a nnewd, an"d~put to the Law, 

^ "[Thus Circumcifion, the firft Sign and 
Token of jihrahanPs Covenant, though it 
were Adopted into the Law of A&fes-, and 
made a Sign and Token of that Covenant in 
Which he Mediated; it was 5(i but for the 
fame Reafon, that JefiuC^rift himfclf vms 
made the Minifter of it : That is, not in De- 
r^athn of the Promifes made to Abraham, 

ana his Seedy or of any PtivikA%e^«> 'a.Tvi 
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Duties and Incumbencies ar ifihg from Them,, 
mt in Confirmation (of them.) It Wiufor 
he Faith if God', to confirm the Prvmifes t^ 
be Fathers. And therefore, though as 
Adopted into the Law of Mofes-^ and made 
I Part and Member thereof^ it muft confe- 
[aently be annulled^ and ceafe therewith ; 
^et, feeing that Adoption of it into the 
^w was in Confirmation of the PromifCf- 
he Abrogation and Ceflation of Grcumci^ 
ion with the Law, as now become a Part 
)f it) cannot be uiiderftood to be in any 
Diminution of the Promife ; It not c eaJH^^ 
IS it was a Sign and Tokenoftfie Promifc» 
Sufasl t w asbecom e a T^mber an d Part of^ ^ 
fee Law.] . ^ 

"'■"Snar fo nfwch in Demonftration of the 
third Particular, (viz^.) That the Dmj^ 
tnd Incumhence to which Abraham f and tbe 
ame is faid of his Seed) was obli^fd^ as 
mng in Covenant -, was-, by way of ReftipuUh 
iony to dedicate and give Himfelf, and ai 
His to God y and-f in token of that Dediica^ 
ion of himfelfy andof atthis^ to pat the Sign 
end Token of the Comenantt as the Cogru^ 
xjince-^ and Marky and Badge of God apom 
tB his^ as well as to wear it himfelf» 

It now remaineth, that I manifeft what 
[ promifcd to do in the Lafl place, (vit,.^ 
Tb^fr^m Abraham'/ Gift and DedicotWa 
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rf'ffimfelf mi His to God^ there artfes ol 

f J)iftii0ion ofJ Minefs into Inter nal a nd Ex ^ 
ternal'^ the Former fofitive andahfobu'ey the 

' iMUter relative : And that this Diftir0ion 
is Evof^elical'i and as applicable unto our 
Times jmce the Lam-^ as to the Times before 
iff and under it. 

That from the Double Dedication the 
Covenant of Promife obliges to, and which 
jibraham pradifed, there arifes fuch a Di^ 
ftincHon of HolinefS) is evident ^ for to be 
Holjif being to be Separated or Dedicated 

^to Godj as He is a God in Covenant : £For 
whether it be a Perfon, or it be a People^ 
that is Holy, ftiil to be Holy is to be De- 

^.dicatedy to be Separated, it is to J?^ to the 
Lard their God j Deut. 14. 2i» Thou art 
an Holy People unto the Lord thy God t 
For a People to be Vnto the Lord their God j 
is to be Holy ^ for as to be Blefled or Hap- 
py, the Lord muft be a People's ; fo to be 
Holy, they muft be the Lord's.^ And 5f f- 

•7 ing alfo, that a Perfon may be Separated 
^and Dedicated to the Lordy and fo become 
His as He is a God in Covenant, either by • 
a Separation and Dedication, v/hich is the 

^ Perfons Own AB \ a s when Abraham or any • 
Other dotli devote and give himfelf anfcign- 
cd\y and cordially to God •, or clfe he may 
^bcfo By a Dedication aj\d Se^^V^^Ao^ ^5§- 
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xceding fro m Atiotbtfs Ail^ z aA. not his ^ 
'own \ Jit bemg another's, and confequont- 
ly capable of being given and devoted by 
him. 

This being fo^ Wha$ can be clearer than 
that there arc Tvfo Kinds of HoUmfs i of 
which, the Furmtr f wherein the Perfon^ 
himfelf is Adive, and doth . dedicate and 
give bimfelf ) is Pofitive: Internal, and Sa-* 
ving : the Latter'^ (in which he is Paffive, 
and is but dedicated^ afligned^ and given 
by another, whofe he is) is ExtertMl and ^ 
Relative ; not a Holinefs in the Perfotiy but 
a Hplineis upon him. With the Former 
kind of Holinefs, yibrahdm himfelf was 
Holy ; but with the Latter ^^ his Infant Chil- 
dren, and Servants:: WhO) to (Jicw dfet 
they vrcrcGods^, had the Mark of God up* 
on them; as ourSy^to (hew that they are"^ 
S^i have his Naofie. . 

And that this DtflSndion of Holinefs^ into 
External and I(t(ernal, PoGtive and'Rela^ 
five, a Holinefs that is fa ving, and a Ho- ^ 
Kne6 that isnot^ \MhFUce inGoffel-fimes^ 
is as evident as that .it had One und'^r the 
Zrioy, and before the: ^4W - To manifeft 
whicih^ I will . reodind. you of aTr^ that 
hath been much in difcourfe, and o^ which^ 
for obvious Roafons, I.will a little .ii;vC\^ \^^ 
is I C9r. 7. /+. ]?or\the Hn^litwng^ H^f- 
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^ hmi is fimSlifiedby or in the Wife^ Ofidthi 
unMitving' Wife is fanElificd by or in the 
Hnsb^ind. Where note. One Perfon be- 
ing SanElified^ but not being Saved by the 
relation which it hath to another, it can 

^ only b e So Exter nally^; The Believer is a 
SutPitj and To Intern ill V holy \ but the Un- 
believer is but Sanflified or Sacred^ fand 
that not as a Perfon, a Man or a Wonnan, 

/f but as a P^Vfo n in fuch a Relation, as a 
Husbani of Wiie) by tlvi? relation which 
he hath to that : So Atfhanafias ms^Les-^ or 
rather notes the Diilinfiion. 

/I 1 he Deficn and Scope of the Apoftle in 
the Text, is to fatistie a Ckfe of Confciencei 
which, it fecmeth, had beeki propofed t* 
hmi V and wds,' Whether the Bond of 
M^rriag^ ocmlta&cd bctVi^een Pcrfons, both 
at the Tim^ of that CodCraAion, in a ftate 
of Infidelity^ were obliging afterward, if 
xm6 oTdWm b^came^^Gbfivert ? Of, Whe- 
ther* the bcli'i^ving Husband were not obli- 
ged to'dut away the tiftbclicvtng Wife, 
imd thcwlieving Wife to leave her Hufl 
band'thlt^ believed nciti feein^^ the Apoftia 
jf for this likely ^as the Occafion ) had^- 
vifed ch^m in a for rndr CpifUct not to keep 
company with Idolaters and pi^'ophane Per- 

' /ousj and they con^l^hcndcd not how 

i^r^ 4>6eficvtr, a Holy Vctfooi <:wViW>ld 
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Cdmmumon in the Matrimonial State with 1 
an Unbeliever, who is an Idolater and on* 
holy. 

This was the Cafe ; and to this the A- ^ 
poftle gives a plain and poiitive Refolmm-, 
Vcrf. 12, 13. Bm to the reft /peak I9 not 
the Lordi If any Brother hath a Wife that 
believeth noty andjhe be f leafed to dwelt mth 
him', let him not pm her away ^ and the 
Woman which hath an H$tshand that belie^ 
veth not', if he be pUaJed to dwell with her^ 
let her not leave him. Then he fecohds the 
Refotution and Decifion which he had 
made, with a Reafon that doth exprefly ob- 
viate the . Ground and foundation of their 
Scruple, and that in the former Part of the^ 
l^h Vcrf. For the. mibelieving Hnsband is 
fandifiid in or by the Wife^ and the unbelie" 
vi9tf Wife is farcified in or bf the Husband. 
In iuie, he Fortifies that Reafon by a further 
Gonfideration, taken from the inconveni- 
ence and Abfardity that elfe would follow, 
if it (hoald not be as he affirmed \ ai)d that 
in the latter Part of the 14/* Verf. Elfe 
yoHr Children are (ox would be) finclean ; 
bnt now (or wjiiereas) they are holy. 

The Senfe Tou give or the Apoftles Rea^ 
font (for of his Refolntion and OeciGoh I 
know lib Controverfie) is ; " Ttex ^^ 
** Bond df Matrimony ftill remivns •. ^tX\- 
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^^ gion makes no Alteration in. -GV^*/ Bonds 

" and Contrafts. The unbelieving Huf- 

" band is as much clean or lawful, that is 

'* (fay you) fandificd to the life of the be- 

'^ lieying. Wife ^ fo that fhe may: now as 

. *i freely admit- hisConv^^i fation in a Coniu- 

^\ gal way^asxvqr before: And the like 

>^ of the unbcHcxivg Wife, to, the belie - 

^tying' Husband, lor were it pthcrwife, 

'^ Y^'^^ Children muft be llle^iumatei and 

* ^' Baftards'; whereas they are not foy but 

^^ LawfitRy Begotten^ andof clean jBIood. 

'*• For this Scnfr, \on arf ue frpnrdivrrs 
" Confiderations : Orie is. That the Holi- 
^' nefsof the unbcUcying Parqnts m^^'ft be of 
**• i\\tf^nfe A'/W. with that of the Children, 
'f and that of the Children the fame with 
" that of the unbelieving Parents ; and 
^^ therefore, can be only Cm/. .., Another*, 
*-^ That the Apoftle, when he faith. The 
^f HnbtUeving /:/HshaJ9d is fan^ifieily doth not 
*^ fay by the HeU^ving Wife, but only by 
" the W'^yV'i : and when the unbelieving 
*.' Wife is fanftified, be faith not by the 
" Believing Husbmd, but only by the Huf* 
^^ band: "Which fhcwcth, that the Holi- 
" nefs is only by the Conjugal RelanoK^ as 
^' one is a Husbafid, the other a Wife ^ not 
f^ 35 a believing Husband, or believing 
^^ Wife. And the Third Vs^TVv^t m Mai. 
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*' 2. 15. the word Holy is taken for Legi- 
" timate and Lawful. 

But for all this, the Senfe you give of 
the Apoftfe's Reafon, can never be ////> 
as being altogether incongruous^ and im- 
proper 'O the words h^ ufes : For where- 
as the Apoftle fays, The Hnbelieving Hnf^ 
band is fanElified in or by the Wife^ and the 
unbelieving Wife is fan^ified in or by the 
Husband ^ inftead of fandtificd In or By^ 
you render it fandtified To j both jigainft 
the common ufe of the Particle, and W'ith- 
€Ht Exisimple. For Gal. i. 16. the Text 
you cite as Parallel, muft be rendred (2l% 
it is in our 1 Vanflation) In me : It had been 
a SoUcifme^ to have faid there, iv i^i for 
To me *, it muft have been «;ro;tgiiAD>}»/ \\xhy 
anfwerably to that Adatth 16. 17. Fle^ 
And Blood hath not revealed it to thee^ iKd/vi- 
yjKv-^io^. not ircvi. iV)d for Atls 4. 12. 
the other (;7on faret) Parallel you f ite, 
ivkivBpeiTnU there, is not To Men^ bnt A^ 
monglAcw ; No other Name is given among 
Men : No other Name, no other Perfon 
among the Sons of Men ^ No Name among 
all their Names ; notM&ffSy npc Herod-i&ic. 
is the Name or Perfon given of God^ in 
and by which they can be favc!d\ ^tA^iVx . 
if if were ufcd in conftraftion vjv^ Arj 0- 

D 3 \>fitT 
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ther word for Tpi (zs indeed 1 6nd iit with 
Sk^nyhavn, 2 Pet. i. 5. of which fee£#- 
za ad Loc.^ it would not follow, that it 
might be ufed in that Senfe with n^^i^y if 
you do not bring (as you do not) an Ex- 
amfle of it. In the Senfe you carry it, «>«- 
«»5a/ in the Text, fhould have been con- 
iftrued with cither ^^ or «f (not ir?) as it is 
Heb.^.ii. 

Again, How is the Unbeliever Legiti- 
ffidted in or by the Believer ? Both are c- 
qual in refped of Conjugal Relation \ one 
doth not legitimate anodfier, but the Law 
of Nature or Nations legitimates them 
both to one another. But here, the Apo- 
ftle faith. The Hnhelieving Husband is fan^i- 
fed by the Wife-^ arid the unbelieving Wife, 
is fanBified by the Husband ; and therefore, 
to be SanOined, is not to be Legitimated. 
And pbferve. It is the Vnbeliever is fanfii- 
fied by the Believer : He faith not, Th^ 
Believer is fandified by the Unbeliever \ 
whereas, if to be Sandified be to be Le* 
gitimated, both are equally San&ified by^ 
or rather to one another. 
, . But lay you j <* It is not (aid by the A- ^ 
" ^^poftle, 1 hat thp unbelieving Husband is 
*' fanftified by the Believing Wife, noi: 
'^ that, the unbelieving Wife is fo by the 
^ /^ ^ilieving Husband ; Hctaix\\^Vwt\^^ B^ 
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^^tbe Wife^ 4ndky the Hushed '^ not by 1 
^ the believing Wife, and by the belie- 
*^ ving Husband^... As ^/if were not plain* 
ly underitood) when he faith of a Husband ^ 
and. Wife? of which it is fuppofed one i$ 
a Chriftian, ;a Reliever;-, the other not; 
That the unbeli^ifig Hnsband is fanElified 
by the Wife^ and the unbelieving Wife is 
/anSified by the Husband, Certainly, it is 
the Unbeliever is fanSified by the Believer ; 
cfpecially feeing this Wife, 'and thisHuf- ^ 
band, rerf. 15. is caUed the one a Sifien^ 
the other a Brother : And alfo, that in fome 
Copiesi) particularly that of C/4r«/i»f;7^9 Be^ 
lieving is added > as i^^z^ alTures ; and fb 
TertuBian alfo, and jithanafitu^ read it. "^ 

Again, in all the Scripture, the term Sofu 
Si fed is never put for Cvilly Legitimated \ 
and you might as well have faid, it fignifietn 
Nothings as that it fignifies bat That : For 
as for Mal^ 2. 1 5. the term Holy is not in 
the Text •, for it is not there a Holy Seed, 
but a Seed of fi/fd^ jSLud that according to 
the Ufagc of the Hebrews^ who put the ^ 
Name of Cod to W;hat excels *, as a Monn- 

tain of^tf^for aHighMountaiPi anAjrmy 
of God for a Great Army, a Lyon of God 
for a Lyon thajt c:|:cel$ in St rength, or .Sta- 
ture ; and fo a Seed of.God for an hpnoac^*^ 

. hie excellent Sec^'j aSecduotVjis^H.>V^* 

D 4 tsvvfcvxwx^^ 
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mifcuoufly or adulteroufly begotten •, but 
according to the Law and Inftitution oiGody 
in lawful and orderly Matrimony : And if 
the Seed of God be an Honourable, ExceU 
lent) and Legitimate Seed ^ will it there- 

^ fore follow, that the word Holy ^a word 
the Prophet ufes not) doth fignifie Lawful 
or Legitimate ? 

And whereas you fay, Q** The Seed of 

^ ^^ God can be underftood in no other Senfe, 
*' but that of a Lawful Seed, in oppofition 
^^ to That born in Poli^any ; and fo con- 
*' elude againft Poli^amy from that Text :) 
I cannot but obferve, that you will take for 
fuffipept Evidence-^ in fome Points, That 
which is not currant even with you in o- 
thors. For is not this an Old^-Tefiamem 
Text, as well as Gen. 17 ? and yet fufficcs 
to conclude againft Poligamy, Though the 
latter mud not for Baptifm. And tho"^ more 
is to be faid againft the Illation you make 
from the One-i than can againft That I make 
from the Othtr. For the Seed of God^ in the 
Text, is not literally; ^d direftly oppo- 
fed to the Iflue born in Any Poligamy, DLt 
in jidulterom Poligamy *, for words muft be 
interpreted according to the Scope and Sub- 
jeO-matter : and the Defign and Scope of 
the Prophct,is not to argue againft Poligamy 

^fjkcif^ in which there ma^ bt w^TreacVje- 
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rj ; bat againil Adulterous Poligamy, in 
which there always // -, it being founded in 
Treacherous putting away : Which is cvi^. 
d?nt, in that the Prophet concludcth nota- 
gainft the F^rmer^ but the Latter ; There^ 
foYt-y take hetd to your Spirit ^ let hone deal 
treacheroafly a^ainft the Wife of his Tout h* 
Deal treacheroufly ! Wherein f InPoliga- 
my as fuch ? No ; but in the Divorce, then, ' 
comnfionly in Praftice ; which was, to put 
away one Wife to take another : or in fas 
I called it) Adulterous Poligamy, Poliga- 
my founded on iinjud Divorce : For faith 
he, 77?^ Lord the God ef Ifrael, he hateth 
putting away. Plainly, the Treachery lay 
not barely in Poligamy, or the having ma- 
ny Wives ; for to fay it did, is great Im- 
piety againft the Father of the Faithful, and 
ftgainft the Generation of the Juft : For did 
jAbraham deal treacheroufly ? or did Ja^ 
cob i or did David^ but in the Matter of 
Vriahf &c. Was the CWrib, the true 
OfE-fpring of Go(L, founded in an Ungodly 
Seed? Were noFthe Patriarch f the Iffie 
of Poligamy ? Or can it be imagined, that 
the Father of the Faithful, the Man after 
Cod'% own Heart, and the Father of the 
Twelve Patriarchs^ fhould live and die in 
-Treachery, Perjury, Adultei>j ? \x\<\ ^<it. 
they did in Poligamy :• No^ tVv^'itxt-^^^ 
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ry hy not finsply in PoKgtaiy^ or hiving 
many Wives ; but, as I faid, io Adulttrous 
Tdiganpfy or the Divirce then in Praftice ^ 
which was, the Cruel pHtting away of one 
Wifct to tnJ^ another : For tnis, as Osrifl 
explains it) isAdtUtery^ and confequently) 
Treachery againft the Divorced. 

And if i\itQmclHfionht againft Divorce, 

' that Divorce which was in Pradice in that 
tinie, the Medium or Argument by which 
he doth deduce it, iriuft be underftood Ac-^ 
eordingly : And what is the Medium f 
GodmudeOne^ when the Remainder of the 
Spirit was with Him, and. He could have 
made more : And why then but One, but 
that He might have an Excellent Seed \ 
which, in direfl! and literal Correfpondence 
to theConcIuGon, {Therefore deal not trea 
cberouflyy in putting awayy2 . muft be Thus 
Interpreted : He made One i but One, that 
He might have an eyoelleiit Seed j not a 
bafe, difhonourable Seed, the Iflue of A- 
dultery and treacherous Divorce ; but an 
honourable, orderly See4, according to his 
own Ordinance and Inftitation of Marrir 
age: And therefore. He made Onf ^ 
but One, that there being but One f All,) 
^dam might have no Choice of more, and 

con/cquentiy might be uncapabic of com* 
mining Treachery againft Tb4t Oni W l\^4^ 
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IB* putting her away Xo take Jmther. 

This is plainly the Reafoning of the Frv 
fket. But though frpm this Medinm he but 
arguesy and fo doth Jefm Chrifi too^ againft 
AdnlteroHs Divorce ^ yet feeing the Tame 
Medium nay be u(ed to more than one 
Conclufionf 1 do not 1^ any Imputation on 
Y«iar Arguoient againft PoUgamy) from the 
Propbet^S) Thitt Qi^ madi bm Om ; and 
^afec|QentIy> ^dam could not hav:e more 
than One : No, thoi^gh it may be faid. That 
the Argument would hold as well againft 
Snccejffvc^ as Omemfmral Poligamy; For 
there being but one Woman (zW) roade^ 
jidam could no niore have one after ano- 
ther, than two at once : And though the 
Holy Ps^riarchs utiderftood it not to be a- 
gainft Poligamy y, which they pradired ; but 
againft Adulterous Divorce, which they ne-^ 
ver praftifed. 

(hope, you will notunderftand me here 
beCide my Intentions^ to ofFer what I Have 
in favour of Poligamy : I know that from 
the Beginning it was not fo -, it could not 
be fo ; and that th^ Churches oi Chrifi have 
no fuch Cuftom : I only offer it, to \tt you 
fee, bow Jnfi you are to the Old Tefla- 
mentf and to Confequences and Dcdudions 
in Matters in whiqh you have no PreJHAvctx 
Mud again^ how Hard in tVvm%,s 'm viV\^ 
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you have^wy ; Seeing a WelNaid Confc 
^Hence and Deduftion, from an Old-Tefta- 
ment Text, ftiall render you Inipregnable 
in One Cafe-, agaiftd the Battery of niany 
not unworthy Confiderations ^ Bkt fhall not 
fignifie a Button in Another'^ chough the 
Confiderations againft It are in no Degree 
fo numerous, or lo weighty : As if f ^r y<>u, 
any Probability and Appearance maft be 
. Demonftration •, but AgainSl youj even 
Demonftracions as goo \ as the Nature of 
the thing will bear, rauft not have the Re- 
putation of being bare Probabilities. But 
This by the way. To return. 

TheSenfe I have of the Apoftle's Refolu- ' 
tiort'i and of the Reafon with which he enfor- 
ces it^ is. That notwithftanding the Infi- 
* delity and Unbelief of one of the Conjugal 
Pair i ("yet) the other might ftill cohabit, 
and Conjugally convcrfe with him, or with 
her : For though the Perfon of the Unbe- 
^ liever be not ranaifi ed| yet the Rela tion js» 
. and theWaifrrmoniallife is, and that in and 
by the Faith of the Believer ; who, by a 
Dedication of hiii.felf, orofherfcif, and of 
all he (doth, and all he ufethi in receiving 
a!l^ and doing all with giving of Thanks, 
and with ^Sujarior Rcferencey doth thereby 
"f fanOify^ /nake diflFcrcnt and holy, fnimc- 
Jy^ Relatively and Extcrn^W^") vjW^NV^Jev- 
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put that Dedication and Supcriour Refd« ^ 
rence, was in it felf but Cbmmo?i, Indiffe- 
rent, and Unclean: As iTVw. 4. 3,4,5. 
where mark the Limtation ; To him that . 
Believeth: and alfothe Manner how fan- 
ftified^ BytheWord and Prayer. ^ . 

And the Apoftle cnforccth this Reafon ; - 
namely, the SanclificationoftbeVnbeliever 
in and by the Believer', .as to. Conjugal A(^s 
and Ufcs, by a further Confideration, piz.- 
That f there being the fame Reafon for the 
Unbelieving Parenti as for the Children that 
do not AOually believe) if it were not 5^,' 
Qlf the Unbelieving Husband, as a Husband^ 
were not fanftified by the believing Wife, 
but remained Common, &cJ} the-n their Chit^ 
dren C^hich they would not ^afilygtant) 
mufl; be alfo common, and unclean, and as 
unholy as the Children of thie meer Htd- - 
rfce»; vvho, being Aliens to the Cdmmon- 
Weaith of Ifrael-^ Strangers to the Cov^ . 
nant of Promife, and fo witho.it Cod as in 
Covenant, Can do no Aft in reference to 
him ; that is, no Holy Adion \ and confe- ^ 
quently, tho' they might Lawfully (both by 
ine Law of Nature, and the Law of Nati- 7 
ous)hegfil Children f which therefore would 
be Legitimates yet they could not do it 
JfJolifyj and therefore their Children could«^ 
not be HuJy. A Heathen mavj do ^ ^vw^ 
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LawfuBf^ boc oiily a Chtiftian can do t 
thing Holily: That is LdtvfHllfdonc, which 
is done according to Law, Qvilor Divine, 
Katural or Poficive , bnt that only is Holi^ 

^ ly done, which being Lawful, is done with 
Reference to Go d in Covenant, a nd for his 

^ Glory. And as Children are caDed Legiti- 
mMCy as they are lawfully begotten -, fd 

j they are called H»ly9 9is being Holily bat- 
ten. Thus it v&y as if the Apofile had faid, 

Jf the Unbelieving Husband be not Sanfti- 
ficd by the Believing Wife, and the Unbe- 

'^lieving Wife by the Husband that belie- 
vcth i then are your Childreri ftiU Unholy, 

^ftitl Unfanftiiied, and but as the Children 
of meer Heathens: For if your Chil- 

4 dren^ are Holy and SanEtifiedy (as yon do 
acknowledge them) they be So butf by the 
Dedication of the believing Parent by Word 
and Prayer7 with a Relative and Ext^rnaf 

^ Sanftity. And Thns the unbelieving Wife 
^ Afay be fanOified, and Js by the Husband 
that bclievcth ; and Thus the unbelieving 
Husband is SanSlijied by the believing 
Wife, as well as your Children : every 
' ^ Believer San^ifying^ Dedicating, and Con- 
fecrating all he hath Concern in or with, 
by Prayer applying the Word : Elfe were 

y^r Children common and nnalean \ whereat 
^ wvi^ they ar$ Hoh. DSqnaXx S*mRitfltt<, 
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kkhTertHlUari^ the Coadidates of Holinc(s« 1 
And tkus' the unbelieving Hti$band and 
.Wife fas Husband and Wife) are holy 9 
4x the Children are holy^. with a Relative 
and Extemai Helinefs, one and the fame (brt "f 
ofHolinef^^ 

And. wljereasL you think> ^^ That in the 
** Gofpttl-AdmiRiftration there is^ no fuch '^ 
^> thing as a Relative and External //^//-^ 
**■ ^^fi ; 3 ^ <>n the contrary, am apt to 
tbioki there was never Mere ^ and that the . 
Ceremooial Hdiitefs under the- Law, did 
ill a great, degree but figmfie the Latitude 
of This in the Gofpel : For what is the //9* 
Uxefs efovtr Aftions^ Natural ot Cml^znd^ 
the Members of our Bodies^ and That whidi 
is 012 Creatures by cTiTVMrg^ a Blcffvi^on them^ 
Othenthm a Reference (in the doing of the 
Former, and in the ufing of the Latter) to ^ ^ 
the Glory of Ced ? In this ^Vflt^*' wTiSt vr, '^^ / 
riiis Reference laGod in Aliens, in the uTe 
of Creatures^ and the ufc of our Metiihers^ 
confiAsthoSanUificationofThemy to Which 
in all things a Believer is obliged : For 1 
Whether we do eat', or do drinks or what-ever 
we do-, all mHJl be done ( with:this Reference 
to God^ for the Glory of God. Thus a 
Chrifftian isaPerfon that is Entirely to God\ 
that in all he //, and Hathy and Doth^ \& r^ 
7i, andFer. God: He is a Pricjl^^xi^V^^ 
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/I is an Offerinf^ and he is iffempU too: Sa 
that, nowi Holiners is on the Bells of the 
Horfis^ and the Ptas ( Veffels of common 
life) are as the ^^m// before the Altar ; all 
Holy and Confccrated. No Adion of a 

y Behever, much lefs his Marrying, and gi- 
ving in Marriage, and the confeqnent Ani- 
ons of that State, muft be common, but 
holy ; and every A&ion of an Unbeliever, 
is common and unholy : . Ttf the Fnre att , 

^ things are Pnre^ bat to the Unbeliever nothing 
fo : Even the Lawful A£Hons of the Unbe- 
liever, who is without Cod in the World^ 
are unholy. Holy Chriftian Matrimony, and 
holy Chriftian life of one another., differs 

^ much from Unholy and Unchriftian. Infi- 
dels do LawfuBy come together ^ but they 
do not Holily : ' They never think on God 
in Covenant in it. 

'^ Now, in your fecond Thoughts, I pray 
confider, which of the given Senfes is the 
mod probable, either Thatwhkh agreeth 
not to the Text, fo much as in the Gram- 

^ mar ; but is far fctcht, violent, and forced : 
or That which is not only Natural and Ge- 
nuine, without Conftraint and Violence to 
the words ^ but alfo agreeth both to the Ana- 
logy of Faith, and to the Dcfign of the Apo- 
IDc : As which not oa!y rcfolves the Cafe 

propofcd i but, by obvwLtvtt^ tVk^ Gvoviad 
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of the Scrapie^ doth fully fatiifie Ae Con-- 
. ftience: A Scnfc not mean aftd low^ as that 
, is which maKes the Holinefs to be but Ci- 
Vil, fto be) a meef Lawfblnefs ^ but a High^ 
Lofty, Spiritual, Evangelical Senfe : a Senfe 
truly worthy of our great Apoftle, who 
breatheth nothing but Stnftity, nothing but 
Holixitfs. 

Thus having fohified my Prfemifes^ I 
fhould immediately proceed to deduce my, 
Conchifionj but fthat) before I do fo, it 
n^ay not be amifs to confidet one QnejUoH ; 
which is : CWhy, Seeing the SigHandTii^ 
ks^ pf the dvenant ofPramfe'^ v^as the Sigri 
mdTok^n of it m only on Abraham'jr tarij 
to wham it Was made\ baton GodV, who 
made it : Why^ finct it fignified^ that God 
^id convey^ and nuJks Himfelfand all His to . 
Abraham^ as weB as that Abraham onght to 
rtfiipklaitf andfierrender'^andmakehittifilf^ 
and alt his again to God : That aU ^lon^ 
I do mention but This, and not the Other ?] 

^ To This I ahfwcr. That I infift not da 

r the Latter -i f o exclude the Former. I well 

know the Sign and Token of the Covenant^ 

to be a Sign and Token between God and 

' Abraham \ and wo as much figniiie ^^hft 

God hath promifed to Abraham-^ ^^ ^\v^ 

jiWaham Was obliged to antwct, ^viX.^^ 
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Reafon I inCft mainly on the Latter^ is. That 
h feemeth moftly (to be) imported in Pmt- 
ting of the Sign upon Abraham • For any o- 
^er Sign that G9d had pleafed to have gi- 
ven him, either iti the Heavens above, or in 
the Earth below, might have been fas the 
Bow in the CloucjU) a Confirmation, of (he 
Truth oiGqd^ as Covenanting : But it Would 
not J Avith fo much Cleamefs and Significan- 
,cy, have reprcfented AbrahanP% Stipulati- 
on, and his afligaing and giving of himfelf 
and his again to God^ as Now it doth •, fee- 
ing (that) That in common Senfc isGod'^Sy 
Mrhicli hath his Sign upon it, and wears his 
Mark. And 'tis a^ obPjrvi^ble, that as 
Circumcifion was upon Abraham^ an4 on 
all his, in token of his Anfwer aiid Refti- 
pulation to God^ (That he did dedicate and 
affign himfelf, and all he had, to him) ; fo 
Baptifm Cthe Evangelical, initiating Token] 
is on the Perfoii too to whom 6 od. is a God'^ 
andfignifieth tht fame Rtfiipulat ion ani. An- . 
fwcr, which Circumcifion did : The Which 
many Learned (not improbably) conceive 
the Apoftle means, when he fays, i Pet. ?. 
2i. That B^ptifiu is Not the putting away 
of the Pilthinefs of the Fleshy but the Anfwer 
or Eefiipulation of a goodjConfcience towards 
C^d : And fo BexA {ad loc.) on fccond 
Thoughts doth render \f, Tn^ATtrtuIRan 
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happily doth allude to it too, when /. de 
Kefur. Car, he tells us, Anima non Lava^' 
tioncj fed Reffonfione fancitHr. Befides, 
ir^^4%iu& is a Juridical word, as may be 
feen in the Gloflary t And though (in 
Claflick' Authors) It primarily, and in the 
Firft place, do fignifie lmerrogati(m 5 yet e- 
ven thence J it came in the Second to fignt- 
fie Stifulation-, (the Sepfe the Jurifts take it 
in : ) And the Reafon is evident \ for irt 
Spigelias^ StipfiUtio eft firma verbornm con-- 
ceptio^ qua qnis Aliqmd fe faSiHrum datH- 
THnrve promittit yilteri fnper hoc fpfum Intcr- 
roganti^ Htpote^ promittis mihi te datwrnm 
XX Philippeos^ Alter Refpmdebat^ pramitto. ■ 
And Thhs alfo Surrenders and Deditiions 
were antiently made^ as is to be feen (in 
Livyy /. I. r. 36. and in Calepiney advoc. 
ded. otit of him) in the Dcdition oiF the' 
Collatines to the Romans. . Bat yet piy Ar- 
gument doth not ftand and fall witji the 
Scn(e of this Text, no more than with that 
in the I Cbr. 7. .^ ' '\ - 

Well then, I have cv!nted,irW the Co- 
venant of P.fomife, whicjh is the Bfeffing of 
Abraham-^ is rhe Covcfwlnt of Grace, and 
Thai it do:h dcfcend upbif the '(true) Belie- ' 
ving- GtntiUs v I' have W6 evinf ect. That • 
all who have the Benefit' *\d PidW^^ol ^ 
thcBieaif^of Al^rahatTty mSt ^iz m^^ci 

E z ^>^ 
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on whom it doth 4crcend) are equally ob- 
liged to the Dutyy Office, and Incumoence 
arifing from the Nature of that Blefling^ or 
annexed to it, as Abraham himfelf : And 
I have evinced. That the Duty, Office, and 
Incumbence arifing from the Blefling of A-- 

^ braham^ in the Ciovenant of Promife, was^ 
in Reftipulation and Anfwer to God^ to de- 
dicate, aflign, and give himfelf, and all he 

^ bwned, 'to Him ; and, in token of that De* 
dication. Gift, and Affignment, to put the / 
Sign and Token of the Q)venant l^the Mark 

^ and Cognizance of Cod} both on himfelf> 
and on tnem. 

^ And now take my ArgHmem-i which is 
this : That Seeing the Believing Gemiks 
are the Seed of Abraham^ and confequent-- 
ly are Partakers of his Blefling in that Co* 

^ venant of Promife confirmed afore in Chrift 5 
as is evident in the fir ft Particular : And 
Seeing the Seed of Abraham^ who are Par- 
takers of his Blefling, are under equal Ob- 

^ ligation to the Duty^ Ofiice, and Incum- 
bence of that Bleilii^, as Abraham himfelf 
was ; which is the Second Particular : And 
Seeing alfo, That the Duty, Office^ and In- 
cumbence lying on Abraham^ as he had the 
Blefling, was, (hit be fbould both dedi- 

^cate, and aflign, and give himfelf and aH 

bis to Cpd i aad) in token oi \t> \a!&^ Utor 
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felf^ and put on them the Sign of the Co- a 
venant) (which is caDed to keep the Cove- 
nant, viz.. in the Sign of it j) which is the 
Third. It FoBovps^ That the true Belie- 
ving GcHtiksj who are the Seed of jfbra^ i 
hamj and as much Partakers of the Blefling 
in the Oivenant ef Promife, as Abraham 
himfelfy are as much obliged to obferve aqd 
keep that Covenant of Promifei in the Sigb 1 
and Token of it, ("be it what it will) as 
he himfelf) and his Natural Seed : That is^ 
in plain words. Seeing God is as much a . 
God to the Believing uemihs^ as he was to ^ 
jihrahamy and dolh as much give and make 
himfelf, and all he hath to them, as he did 
to him ; It follows. That they are as much 
obliged, by way of Anfwer, to dedicate 
and give thcmfelves, and all they have, to ^ 
him \ and, in token of it, to take the Sign 
of the Covenant between God and Them^ 
or the Cognizance and Token of being 
God* si', f which Now is Baptifm) upon Them^ -^ 
felvesy and to put it upon all Theirs. t^HK 
JliVqipi, ^and to be fure, their Cnildreii 
are Theirs) as Abraham was Himfelf to take 
Circumcifion, fthe Sign and Token of the 
Covenant Then) and to put it alfo on His^ ^ 
The fame Reafon for both ; The Seed is as 
well to keep the Covenant (\ti tV^v^ni ^^ 

E i ^> 
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If it could be denied^ that Baptifin is 
now the Sign and Token of the Covenant 
of Grace, as Circumcifion was heretofore j 
I ftould think it cafie to be evinced : 
Bdt I affumt it as granted, and that bot^ 
Beeaufa fiaptifm is the Reftipulation and 
Anfwcr of a good Confcicnce to God\ and 
BecoHfe it hath the fanjc Ufe now, that Cir- 
cumcifion, had before,, f^^!^-) To be the 
Rite of Matriculation, and of Affign^tion : 
And Becaufe elft (^which is hard to think) 
there is now* no. fiich Sign and Token at 
aU of the Covenant : Whereas if in Cir- 
cu^fion, \Gcdrs Sign}^ in Baptifni^the 
Nanie of Cod u put upon us, to mark us for 
Hu. And taking it for granted, and al- 
lowing the Grounds tljat 1 have laid, you 
may fee the Rcafon, why in the Primitive 

^ Times, Whole Honfts were Baptized : It \s 
on tihefame Account, and for the -fame Rca- 

Von» that Abraham*s Whole Houfe was Cir- 
cumci^tcd. Thus it is faid, AU. \\. 14. 
Th^ Peter fljonld tell Comeliiis wordsy by 
vphifh he and aU his fJ^ufeflyoHld ^" &y^i 
AndAii. 16. 15. it is (aid but of Lydia^ 
that (he bejievcd -^ but of Her, and of her 
HoHJijold'i th^t they ^crc Baptiz.ed: And 
\ilASf. l<^. 31. it is promifed to iheGoa- 

/^/> that OD his Faith not only himfelf, but 
ff/s//Mjhpld /hould be faved ; Belirye tWn 

on 
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on thi Lard 7 e fits Chrift^ andthvH jhalt be' 
faved'y and thy Moufe. And i Cor. 1.16. 
Panl Baptized the Houjl'old of Stephanas : ' 
And Chrifi himfelf tells Zachens^ on his be- * 
lieving, That Salvation ii come not to his* 
Perfoh on\y^but\\ls'Hoi^e. I fay not^ this 
is Demprtftfaition •, btit it fcemeth fime-. 
thirtgy that f ordirtariYy) ^hen the A^ir, 
on his believing,: hatji aBlefltng given fjihr^' 
his Honfe 01' Family fHould bejbynjcd" with' 
him. Ccfrtaiply^. thf Fainijjes of the Sc€d, 
havc^-riie firmc Rcferiyn- to them, that the 
Family* afnd Houfhbldf 6f Abraharn had to 
him-,' and the IncnnnrBpntc onr the Seed, is 
the fam'! as^ On Abraham y and the Privi-" 
ledge ihc fam,c. 

And if feertis to me, to anfwer exsiftl^ to 
the.Sentimcfrtts of Scms-^, concerning the Pro- 
mife given to. the CW-jrch iHndcv ihf.Mef" 
fiahy that Magnificent One ^ for fo Jer. 50. 
21. Should be rendred,. and not in 'he Plu- 
ral, as we do rrad it : To the Letter, it 
is not their' Nobles, asiridar Tranflationj 
but their- Maj^nijicent One^ or their Nobk 
One jiyaH bt.irthenifeheS'! a^^d their Govern 
nour pfa^^pMee'd frb>it themdfl of them. 

Now fay Tfefy, the Promife is> That 
when this Moble and Magnificent One, the 
Shildt fhould come out of t\vt Lo^^tv^ cA 
7^^ay ipd take the Sovcra\gc\GoNtttvTekCtv\. 
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arid Power, and have the chief Aciminiftra- 
tion of things in his own Haqd ; Thcpif iq 
that Glorious an4 Evangelical Difpenfatibni 
thpr Children jhould bx as afore^nme^ or 
to the Letter, j^s of Old ,• Their Children 
ifhould be folemnly dedicated, and given 
up to Cod^ and put into his Prbtef^ion and 
C^e V andyin token of it, be Baptized, as; 
of pldi in aforcrtime, they were Circum- 
dxed : Whichj though it he not the pror 
per Senfe of that Text, f for of Qld may 
look but to the Tii^e of David and SoUmmy 
2^ I am apt to think it doth^ becaufe the 
fame word is Neb. 1 1. 46. ufed in Refe-? 
ren^e to A ; ) yet \% is confonapt enough to 
the Analogy or faith. 

For indeed, well may Childjpen in the 

(SjpfpelTDirpenfation beTaid, inthisSenfe^ 

to be as aforMimt-i and as of old ; (ince 

though the J^ws, arc cut ofl^ the Gemiles: 

(which believe) are grafted in upon the 

^mc Sto€k^\ not indeed upon the Legal 

Br^nck^ but uppn the Root Olive ; which . 

^ffordeth all the Nourifliment that either , 

the Jov^s had, or the Gemiks have : Which 

Root-Olive is the Covenant of Promife \ 

s that G)venar;t, that Promife, that was a- 

^oye four hundred Years before the Law, 

J^ow, into that State of things, as the G07 

>iry??/?^ pf Fromifc %hen Vve\d iji. fc \otv^ V- 
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fore the Law, we believing GemiUsf the 
true Seed,, are put : Chtifi himfclf affirm-> 
ing. That Afariy jhall come from the Eajij 
anfl from the IVefi^ the North, and the Soiuh^ 
[and thqfe are the beh^e^dng Gentiles frora 
alt Quarters,] andjhaHfit dowffmth Akra^ 
bumf Ifaacy ^4 Jacob : He fakh not witi^i 
MofiS'y and with EUas-f by whoni the Law 
came, and was explained ; but with the 
Fathers'^ who received the Promife : They 
(hall fit with thefe in the Kingdom of Hea-r 
veoi or Gofpel r Churchy And in That 
State of things^, when not the Ldw^, but 
the Gpff el preached unXo ^brah^m^ did ob-- 
tain 9 Cm was a God not only t|) the Faf» 
thert but in and through the Father, and 
for his ^d^ to the Children, yea, to alHhc 
Family \ and the Father of the Family did 
not only dedicate and give ^imfblf, but all 
His^ his Children, and even his Servants^ 
all tiis to Go.d. And fo it is New : Our- 
Childrcn are Thfts^ as fhey Were afore-time, 
or of old •, elfe indeed our Children were 
mclean^y bttt now are they Holy ; they are 
God'^s. The great Mifiakf of Antifedo- A 
haftiftsj is. That they look not back but 
tp the Law, when they (hould (look back) ^ 
a little further, even to the Timt of the 
Promife, before the Law •, a State oC \.\\vw^ ^ 
fpf the l^ng (p^cc of foui; \v\\t\dt^^ ^ty^ ^vtO 
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ty Years: For obfervc, in 7^r. 31. from 
y^erf. 3 1 to 3 +. when God is plcafcd to pro- 
mifeto nwke a New Covenant, and con- 
fequently to abolifh and abrogate the Old, 
he maketh old not th.it Covenant made with 
Abraham four handred and thirty Years 
before the Law ; hnt that which was made 
with their Fathers, In the Day he took them 
by the Hand to bring them out of the Land 
of Egypt :, which \yas the Legal Covenant 
made on Mount Sinai ^ Certainly, the New 

'^ Covenant, as ftutcd 1:1 Jeremy'^ is a Reno* • 
vation of j4braha/n^Sy or of the Promife of 

f the Spirit ; / rvilihe their God-, theyjhall be 
my People ; / rpill be rhy Godj and the God 

Y of thy Seed *, and Thdn anU thy Seed {halt 
keep my Cove:ia7jt : To; keep God^a Cove- 
nant, is to be 6o<fl('s; 

4 As for Ifhrn.^./:!. and Ifaacj thpfe two Fi- 
gures.^ taking the:1i as Figures, and as in 
, the Allegory , fo they reprcfcnt not prima- 
rily and i 711 ned lately J fas you apprehend 
them) rhe State of fingle Perfon^ ; as if the 
Latter fhould reptcfi^nt the Pcrfons that 
truly, and to all intents and parpofes, are 
Spiritual /■:/eirs of the Promife ^ and the 
Former ^ thofe that arc ox\\\j fo Fxternally, 
and as they did defcend (according to tne 

Flefh) from Abraham : For, if you mind 
k^ this -Di/lindVion of Seeds A\l taJ^^ xvo 
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place> in the Antitype and. Truth, before 
the Uiw, for all that long fpace of above 
four hundred Years that did precede it. So 
that firftly, they do not figrtifie (ingle Per-' 
fonsi but Petffles : I fay, Ijhmael and Ifaac 
are not primarily and immediately the £- 
left and Reprobate, (as filed and Repro- 
bate are commonly taken) but are Jew and 
Gentile .•The Seed which is of the Law, 
and the Seed which is of the Faith of A-^ 
braham: According to Rom,/i^. i6. there 
are EleSr; and Reprobate ^mong both 
Seeds. 

Yes, Ijlomael and Ifaac do fignifie JDutr 
Peoples ; f namely,) Ifhinad: fignifjcs ^the 
Jews ; who, being Defcetidants of j^bra- 
ham according to the Flefh, were und|fr 
the Bondage of the Law ; and fo^ in the 
Myftery, were Children of Hagar the 
Bond-Wbman, as Ijhmaei was in the Let' 
ter : For Hagar anfwereth nnro Sirfai^ where 
the Law was given : And Ifaac reprcfcnts 
the believing Gjcntiles \ who are no longrf 
under the Bondage of the Law, but under 
the Grace of the Promife; and fo, in tlid 
Myftery^ are the Children of .^^^i!>. or of 
the Free Woman-;' as being the Children 
of the Faith 6f Abraham^ as Others were 
of his Body. Hagar and ^(xr^\\ ^yc t\\^T^o 
Coveftams and Difpenfacions, \_SmflV ^'^^ 

^ Sions'\ 
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Sion \ 3 and die Jews under the Law, and 
Gentiles under the GofpeU are the Children 
of Thentf or Ijhmael and Ifa^:. So that 
before the Law, no Diftindion in the Anti- 
type or Myftery of thofc Two ; for the 
Children could not be, before the Mothers 
were : And therefore, what is this to the 
State of the Promifc four hundred and thir- 
ty Years before ? Now, in the Gofpel be- 
ing freed from the Law, we are put again 
into the State of the Promife, whieh was 
before ^ Chrifi the Seed, the Principal Ob- 
jed of the Promife, being now come, fie 
be 4 God t^ Thee^ and thy Seed. 

Thus I have finifhed my Argument : But 
happily, in Evafion of it, (for it cannot be 
in Solution of, or Satisfaftion to it) you 
will pcrfift to fay, as you have already ; 
^^ That the External. Adminijiration of the 
" Covenantnow, being vaft I y^/#irrd»f from 
*^ what it was in Abrahams Time ; there- 
^' fore the Incumbencc is fo alfo : And that 
^' therefore, thoi^h believing Gf»/#7r/, who 
*' have the Benefit oiAbrahan^s Covenant, 
v- and to whom it is made, are under equal 
^* Obligation to that Proper Duty and Ser-' 
** vice^ which is Now required of them, as 
♦' Abraham was to His •, yet it follow^ not, 
f^ that their Infant-Seed are uilder the fame 
^^ pbfigation, according to t\ve Go^^VV^ 
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*^ ftitution^ till put into the feme Capacity 
** (by believing ) with thcmfclvcs. . 

But how pertinently this \% faid^ 1 do not 
fee : For to what Propofition in my Argu- 
ment can this your Anfwer be ad)ufted and 
applied?' Befides, it goes upon a Miftake 
much vafter than the Difierence betweerf 
the External Adminiftration of the Cove- 
nant in Ahrdbdv^s Time, and that in Ours i 
For I know" no other Difference in refped 
of the Sign of ir, but that Circumcifiod 
then Was that Sign, and that Baptifm // 
IK)W. Nor will any Difference in the Ex- ^ 
ternal Adminiftration, if it flioufd be much 
greater , make Any as to the Argument^ 
from the Duty and Incumbence which I . 
infifted upon, f whidi is. To keep the Co- 
venant iu the Sign of it, as Ahr^ham^idL) 
for this In cnmbcnce and Duty is not bot-^/t 
tomed and grounded on the Admniftrm^ • 
ctt of the Covenant, which is mutable^ and 
doth differ \ but on the Sabfiance and Na- . 
ture of it, which is immutable and everlaft- 1 
ingly the fame ^ C^ w/7/ he a God to Thee^ 
4ind to thy Seed : 3 And God being as much 
a God to the Seed of Abrahantj as he wa9 
. to jibr^^m himfelf •, the Seed are as much 
obliged to the Duty, Office, and Incum-1 
bencc arifing and refulting from his bcv9k%^^^ 
as ever AbrMhAm was. 
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Ay, you will fay ; *^ The believing Gen- 
^^ tiles J on whom the Bleffing and Cove- 
^' uarit of Abraham doth defccnd, arc as 
*' much obliged to that Proper Duty and 
*^ Service, which is 2Vi;iv required of them, 
'^ as Abraham was to His Then ; Yet it fol- 
^^ lows not, (\ ufe your own words) that 
. *> \Their InfanuSeed are under the fame 
^^ obligation'^ according to the Goffel^Infii" 
*' tHtiony till put into the fame Capacity (by 
*^ be ieving) with themfelves. ] And iii- 
y deed, it follows not, that the Infam-Chil' 
dren are under the fame Obligation \ for 
They are under None : The Obligation is 
n<>c on the Children, which are but paffive : 
But it follows well.enough for the Parents 
' that believe, that the fame Obligation lies 
on Themy they being the true Seedy to keep 
the Covenatit in the Sign of it, both by ta- 
/| king of it rjjpon themfelves, and by putting 
of it on their Children, that did of old up- 
on Abraha?n, for himfelf and his. And Tlyis 
• is the Proper Duty and Service required of 
them, as they are Partakers of the Blef- 
ling of Abraham, Nor are we to exped 
any AW Commands in theGofpel Difpcn- 
fation, for Duties fettled of Oid on laiting 
and ifiimutablc Reafuns : The Obligation 
abides^ if the Reafon of the Precept abides •, 
a Prindplc that is the Gtoutvdot \\^^ N^q- 
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file's Rearoning, i Cor. 9.8,9>io. And (hall 
the Promifc indeed abide, and not the Du- 
ty which arifes from it ? The Covenant a- 
bide, and not the Reftipjlation, without 
which it is not a Covenant ? This you dare 
not fay. 

Ay, but you will tell noe again ; '^ Tho^ 
'* you do acknowledge, that the Proper 
*^ Duty and Incumbence arifihg from the 
*^ Covenant, hath an Eternal Obligation up- 
*.' on all the true Heirs of Promife ^ and in 
^* particular. That fuch are bound by way 
*' of Reftipulation, not only toafTign, dc^ 
*^ dicate, and give themfelves to God ^ but 
** alfo^ all that is Theirs: Yet that you 
*^ do mean,, that it Muft, only he in the way 
•^ that he himfelf hath appowted^ (and who^ 
**• I pray, ever meant otherwife ? ) and that 
*^ is (fay you) but hy Prayer and SuppUca^ 
^^ tian for them-^ and by Educating of them 
** (fas far as they are capable) in the Nur- 
^' tnrc and Admonition of the Lord \ and 
*^ Not by the Parent's p'Jtting on them any 
*' Sign of the Covenant, as a Badge-^ and 
^^ Cognizance of 6W, in Recognition and 
*^ Teftiuipny of his Right and Title to 
" them. 

But alKthis (s but to deny rhc Conchiilon, 
after Conccflion of t\vz Prcinifcs \ fv^t V 
have c:vi/jccJ, thattiK Proper OkUj^tion ^^ 
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the Covenant, and in the way thit tJod 
himfelf hath appointed, is> That thofe with 
whom it is immediately^ made, dnd who 
are firft Paitakeirs of the Benefits of it, to 
whom God is (irftly and immediately a Gody 
are not dniy to dedicate and give themfelves, 
and all they have to Him ; but to do it in this 
TartitHlarway & manner, by keeping tf the 
Covenant in tjie Sign of it ', UmB be a God 
to Thecy and thy Seed •, Thonjhalt kgep ny Co- 
venant therefore^ Thou and thy Seed : ] So 
that, to dedicate and give our Infanf-ChiK 
dren to Cod by Prayer and Supph'cation> 
and to educate and bring them up in the 

^ Fear and Admonition of the Lord^ f which 
lilfo muft be done, add v^hich Abraham al- ^ 
fg did) is not to anfWer thft Obligation and 

>f Incumbence of the Covertant,if we do not do 
it alfo Solemnly y by keeping of the Covenant 
in the Sign thereof oar fclves, and by put- 

. ting of it alfo on ThefH. - God loves Solent^ 
nity -, it makes for his External Glory : He 
will be Owned to be our Lord and Owner, 
and the Lord and Owner of our Children, 

^ by our taking of his Name upon us our 
fejves, and by putting of it on them. 

And whereas you have faid, with aMb- 

defty as great as the Truth of What you 

^/ i " Thaty if my Argument be truly fti- 

*^iedy and m ('without NVXtWvt^\Vo\\^x.s 
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^^ the proper Language of it will be tlfis,^ 
** That jibraham oeing in Cpvcnant^ -.wa[s 
** to be Circumcizcd both himfelf and liddf 
** his Family j the fame Covenant dcfcendi 
** on believing Gentiles : Therefore^ they 
*' are to be figned) and the Whole of theirs- 
^^ Bqt whether fuch an Argument as thisi) 
** f This beings you 6y^ the True State qf 
^\ the Cafe) be convincing or no, you re- ' 
" fcr to my Second Thoughts.] 

I anfwer: That I have Reafon to be ^t 
theutmoft Degree of Defpair, of ever re- 
ceiving of any good Anfwers from Toh^ 33 
long as ("from what Caufe I now lenouiri^ 
jiot). yoa undcrftand an Argument no}>tt' 
^ter: tot. Mine fevcn in Tour Terms of 
Half and iVhole) would run thus : Jf-^lfr^- 
hanh and all his Seed, muft keep th? Co- 
venant in the Sign of. it, by taking it thoi?- 
felveSf and putting' it on all theirs that are 
capable of it ^ Then, though ^^^/'^rivi/aad 
but Half his Family, (for fo you compute 
it) did keep it in the Sign thereof, as long 
as Circumcifion was that Sign \ yet the 
Seed of Jhrahantj the true Believing Gen-^ 
tiUj and the Whole of theirs, muft keep it 
now. Now, that Baptifm is the Sign^ the 
Sequel is evident : For as but HalfoiAhra,' ^ 
' ha//Ps family was capable of CucMrcvev^\otv^ /y 



/, 



6^ An Argument 

fM iigrt 6f At Covenant Th^n \ M the 
ipff-fprtrtg of the Bclievihg Seed xX Abra^ 
W>w, arc C^iAlh of Baptifts which fe the 
iigiTofltiVi#. Andobftrve if, I argue 
hbt firbitt Cirtumcifioii, ^s it is Circutncifi- 
bWf to iBaptifei i bttt I argjie, thatbccaufe 

'f riie Children of Abraham\\i'^ vertue of the 
Covenartt, wert figned with the Sign of it ; 
Whfrfi then was Citcumcifion : Therefore, 
the Children of the Seed, by vcrtuc 6f the 
fame Covenant, muft be figned with the 
Sign of it too; which now is Baptifrti : For 

^ the Immediate Obligation ij hot to keep 

theCbvenartt eitheir in Baptifm, Or iti= Cir- 

Cttmcifiott i but in the Sign df it : Now tht 

. Sign 6i6id was CiJriCumcifion, atid the Sign 

Nci^ is feabtiftn. It is tme, ha(d it plea- 

'^ fed God to na\^i aboiifhed Circotodfiort^ tfre 
'Sign before, tad iiot to have inftituted 
feaptiCti^ Which is the Sign now i it wouFd 
have bein a high Prefcrn^idn in any Perfon^ 

f to go ibont ro rriake One : But >Ovhctt the 
Covenant remains, ^artd the f roper Obliga- 
tiort of the Covenant, is to keep it in the 
5ij» thereof i andG;^^, though he hath ta* 
ken away One Sivn-^ yet hath pleafed to In- 
ftitute Another ; What can be plainer, than 
that as to be in Covenant is our Priviledge, 
fo that to pbferve and keep it in the prc- 

fcM Si£n ifcertof is our Dut^ ^ T\w!& ^ Wi 
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Hvit ihy Second Th6ughts, andm&^Ae 
mdftbfthem. 

So much by way of Qbviation to what 
you do objeS to my Argnment. I am no^v 
to reply toTwir/', and *ft hadHominein r 
r<<jc;) *^ JEiAcr the Children of Believers 
** are in Covenant wit> their Parents,' or 
** they are not : If they are in Covenant, as 
*' you fty i affirm they are, becaufc I faiA 
^ theChildren of BcUcvers are Holy, not 
** i^ithout God in Covenant, bot given to 
** God in Covenant j thcji fay you, They 
** arc the Spiritual Seed^ *4nd as fitch enti^ 
•' taled to the Covenant and Blcfling ofy<- 
** br^am, which I formerly denied, and 
** y*ich cannot be for fifteen Reafons. But 
** on the contrary , if I fay theChildreii of 
** Believers are not the Spiritual Seed of 
** Abrjdiomj ^xiAc^rXtcpctiltVf fuch as are 
^* not (Tm Jhonld hive added y On that'Ac^ 
^ ceunt^') any wile intituled unto Abrd^ 
^* A<ww*^ Covenant and Meffing j Acn riei- 
*f ther -can they jaftly pretend to any Co- 
^* venant Holinefs by Vertue of their Birth 
^^ ftriviledgc •, which yet {ToU fay., hnt 
" Miftakingly^ I make the Ground of their 
^^ Admiffion toBaptifm, when 1 fay, That 
*^ Goi becomcth not related unto any ^ not 
^ i» any related unto God iii Scrvpw^t^-^ ^^^^ 
^^0stt> be Med Holvt ^'^< ^w ^4\\vto>^^ 
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**■ the Coveiunt.'] Thus I am in a Dilenf 
ma^ and driven from Corner to Comer ; bat 
iafein^none. 

But pray confidcr, that I never Taid, ei- 

>f ther direAIy or in confeqaence, That the 
Clbf/Jr^/i of Believers are Immediately and 
firftly in the Covenant of Promifc, and as^ 

"T the ir Parents Tare;) rl only faid, and ftilK 
db^-^that they arc dedicated and given by 

./ their Parents to Cod^ f who is) in Covenant 
("with thofe Parents : ) And yet for all this, 
even in my Opinion^ They may pretend 
Qf that muft be the word] to Seme Holi- 

^ nefs by vertue of the Covenant of Promife ; 
and This too, though they be not Abra- 
i^;w's Spiritual Scfcd; For though they be 
not themfelvcs thc= Spiritual Seed of Jihra* 

-f h/im ; yet bei^g the Children of thofe that 
are, they become, thereby^ intituled to the 
Priviledge of being Dedicated and. Sacred 

V to Gcd, by vertue of the Covenant ; in the 
Same^Riglit'f and all,i as much as the Slaves 

"^ and Natural Children of Abraham were. 
Abraham'^s Natural . Children and Slaves 
were intituled on His Account ; and the 
Children of Believers are intituled on Theirs. 

1 The true Spiritual Seed of Abraham are ob- 
liged to dedicate their Children, not as Hisj 
bat as Theirs j they give Theirs^, as he gave 

mKx / pray^ were not l\vt Y^^vvxi^V Se.t:d 
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oi.Abrahamy and his Slaves alfo, fomeyfay^ 
Holy in and through tiic. CovetJanty by vcr- 
ttie of the Dedication and Sighing which ^ 
That obliged to ? And as His Children and 
Slaves were fame way Holy, fo are Onrs al^#f 
lb-. ■..:!., 

And in this . Sctilfe of Federal Hplinefs^ 
as it is a Relative and External HolineTs, do 
I afcribe it to our.Childrenv in and through 
Ae Covenant v namdy, as Tibj^ obliges the 
Panent to aflign and dedicate theoFi, and 
they accordingly are dedicated : And to be 
Federally Holy in this Senfe, they nedd not 
furo be the true Spiritual Seed of Al^rahMmy 
feeing All, even the Natural Childrtn of 
jlhraham^ (Ithough fo Holy] were not all 
accQubtcd for 5f f ^. la fine; Obfervc^that 
if by vcrtue of the Dedication required of 
j^hraham by the Covenant made withihim9 
his Children wcreiMembers of tHc Church 
Then^ toid'Teftamem-Chsirchy yoocallit]' 
iCwiU foUbW/ that by vertue ofthe^&me 
Oa/enant'% making th^ fame Obligation and 
InGUmbfnce.of Dedication,' (if It be ftilLin 
fonr; jasi have cvincdd it to be) the Chil- 
dren^: the Seed . continue Mennibers y^/i?^ 
even in: the TSLem^^Tiflramem^Church'i And 
Sirtft'tbcymaywUDtioply/iir^ibiir theChordh 
v^'Ohfiy/ioA the fatilQ^< though the Tefamenxt 
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be not ; but for that Children were not on« 
ly Members of the Jmifi at Lcgd Cbvrcfa^ 
but of the iS^fpel'ChMrchj fyr above fooc 
hundred Years before the Law : For it 
was Gofpel that was Preached to Akrahamf 
Cal. 3* 8- And therefore Circumcifion was, 
9t firft, a Geffeh-Skn. And remenribef) I 
make not the'^ Childrens being in Covenant, 
Ae GrdMrtd of thtir Baptifm *, but the Pa- 
rents being in Covenant, die Crtmd of 
Their Holinefs. To be Baptized is the 
,Children's PriviUdi^e i but it is the Parentis 
pmy to Baptize thein> and to put the 
Name of God upon dien^ in token that by 
their Affignment they are; His. 
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Well i ** But you find not any 
^ of Infismts-Baptifin in the Apoftoiical and 
^^ Primitive Times :, nor any poiEitive and 
U literal Precept for it.] B|it do yop find 
any mention, that the Apoftles themrelves^ 
jli of them were Baptized with jiny^ or 
jiny of them with the Ba^ifm ofOorifff 
Or that Women were admitted to ihe Spp* 
per of the f^nrd f Or any pofitive litenl 
Pre^t for either ? And yet, i liDpev yoa 
1 believe, bodi that tbe^ Apqftles w^re Bap^- 
tftied) and that Wptnen we^notodiidM 
i/Srom tbe. Holy Cpmnwniooi. And i{y<m 
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do nqt find in fo ipwy literal Ei«pt!E;(5an?f .. 
that Infants were then B^pcixed, yQu n^y 
find it in (\iSicimt Implicmon ^ for you may 
find Whole HoHfes (of which Qrdinmly In- 
fants arc Conditucnt parts) a6SFmed to be ^ 
To, and that frequently^ apd withont any 
Exception of Ini«uits ^ whicb yet ought ta 
have be^n rpa4e9 if it had been but for Cd(^-^ * 
tfo9f^ m fqppofal ^h^t it wer^ fo ^^ngcrgm^ - 
a thing a^ yo^ wo\iI4 bavc it bethpi^ht^ 
to underllahd then) uficluded. Befides, th(;- 
Churchrs of Qfr^ miverf^Uy, hftve had facj^ 
z, CuflQfli, and for ought appears, fcrf^ 
tfiallyi: . Sure we s^xc from Immen^or^l 
Time, which is enough to prefcribe (^qrt\ j 
and youcannq^ bat HnQW what ^^//i. fay ^"^ 
ifitheCafc. 

Now, SfKT^ upon the whole I pr^y con^ 
fider, th?t in all the Scripture, as there j/si 
up exprefs and pofitiVc 't'cxt^ that Childrei* 
muft be Qapttzed; fo there in no cxpref'^ 
^nd poGtive Tc3f t, that 49th forbid thw 
Baptixiog : And tHer^fpfe^ it can b^ ^ly 
i^onfipqaipnqe to Evidence^ either that they 
ougHp to be.|^tized^ pr that they ought 
pot. And letlbe W^h^dn That jintipeda?. 
Ifaptij^m o^a^s the (^^mc^ ot Chrift but a 
Chupch ilt^ tf^tafti : T^at it robs thp 

t 4 ' ^^\^^ 
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Parent of a ftnfible Ground of Hope for his 
Qiild, in cafe of Deceafe in Infancy •, which 
is. That he hath folemnly given hiin to 

^ CodiZnA, made him his Care : And It de« 

' privesjthe Child of a fole mn and powerful 

^ Mo tiveT^bfcC Lhe is of Age, to dedicate^ 
aija^ive himfelf : For this is a great Ohc, 

^ Zj^hA this it deprives him of:] I am al- 
ready folemnly given to God m Baptifm 

f by my Parents, who had Right to give 
me : 1 am His by their Dt^dicatim^ and 
that pubiickly made and attefted ^ and 
therefore, I have Reafon to become fo by 

f my Ovpn. I am not mine Own ; the Name 
of God is. upon me ^ I -am marked for 
His ; and I muft rob God of what is Hisr 
own Already by many Rights, and parti- 

^ cularly by . a .Solemn Att of my Parents, 
if f now rcfufc my Confent, and do not 
alfo affign, and dedicate, and give niy 
felf toHim. : ' 

^' And let it n^Jo be weighed, That Chil- 
dren are no more, uhcapable of Baptifm, 
than they were of Circumcifion : For 
if Baptifm be the Sign and Seal of the 
-Rightcoufnefs by Faith ; fo was Circumci- 
fion: If Then uW'^trQ not Jfntel, that 
-were of Ifr^et \ fo it is iVitr, all in 
Chrifi arc not <:hnft': ' Jf Then' Ciircum- 
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cifion, which was of the Fathers, ot a 
Sign and Token of the Prornift made to 
Mraham-i Jf^ac^ and Jacob^y were taken 
add put unto the Liw-, Baptifm, which 
was of Johriy the laft Prophet, and in oifc 
before John, as a Rite of Initiaiing Profe-^ 
IjteS'y and adminiftredHxrth to Male and 
Female, // taken by Chrifi-y and put to 
the Gofpel : And if Faith be made ia the: 
Gofpel) the Ground and Foundation of:' 
Baptifm, Believe and he Bdptiz.ed ; It was 
at firft the Ground and Foundation of 
Chrcamcirioh : For jibraham believed God^ 
and it vpas accounted to him for Ri^hteenf" 
nefs \ and he received the Sign of CircunH 
Cifionj the Seal of the Right eokfnefs bf 
Faith •, which he had', being yet Vncir^ 
cHmcited. ^ And (f >the Children of ^>sf-^ 
braham were Holyt Ours arenot Utw 
dean. . . ^ 

Ii) a word : As heretofore thertf \)i«re 
^fw outwairdly, and but vjfibly, as-Wctt 
as inwardly and really •, fo now * there 
are Chriftians outwardly, and biit vifibiyi 
as well as inwardly and- reallyr Arid' U 
hot Baptifm it felf, as e^cteprial and '^ilh 
ble a'Thmg asGrcimriciriprt ? Yes, there 
is a Baftifm and Regeneritibn <>( W^^ 

ttT 
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tery whi;^ i$ citernat s^nd vifib!?, to make 
ChriftUrui viUibly and externally, as well 
as one of thf Spirit j which is Internal and 
lavifible, to n^ke real and true Chrifti- 
ans : The Farmery that initiates intot the 
External and Viflt^Ie Church : The Lm' 
tir^ into the true A^fkmblY of the Firft 
Born : And the SubjeQs of the Two Bap- 
tifnis are up more to' be confounded^ thaq 
the Riptifms thcipfelves. 

Thus I have given yoq all the Sati^faAi. 
qn^ th^ under a great v^triety of diftra- 
aive and furprizing Acciden^^ I yf/^s ca- 
pable of giving ^ and I have <^nc it with 
the Temper and Mfj^eraticm that becomes. 
a Seefcer of Tri;tii; without the p;»^ 
mm f$fi^ of FiguriC;, Infplence, aqd Tri^ 
umphi: ^ Thing fi:ar(:e pa|:dof}abIe in the 
Heat and Fervency of a Difpiue\^ but 
which doth very ill Ixcome a Writer. 

And yet) if I1)d4 b(H V^Y W^^^f^ in 
the Argtimnt^ , ffjcing if, is in the Qifc of 
Infants^ that cangot fpoalf for th^ntUelyesj 
\l had b^en foin^i^at Eixcufabicj and 
the rather) for that our Saviour was fo 
Zealous for them Hinifelf, that wh^nj&;gsr 
fit may beS of joui: Perfwaiion) \y0ui4 
iiot h^vc bad them brought uinto Hii^ to 

■ be 
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be BleiTed, it is faid. He was much Difr 
pleafed with Them. But I am not fo with 
Yottf for that Occafion yoo have givea of 
fear(^ing out the Truth tOt 

Bowdont Siftmh* 19. 

81. 
7101.27. 8f. 

J)ear Sir^ 

Tour jifeliimate Friev4. 
ofid Servant ^ '' 
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YOors of March i6thj came to hand 
the loth J in which the DecUra* 
tion you begin with. That not- 
withftanding all that I have faid, 
yqar Apprcbenfions concerning the Matter 
jn^difpute between us> are the fame they 
were^ and That rather you are the more 
confirmed ; doth no whit furprize me. I 
aflure you, I never had the Vanity to hope^ 
to convince a Man of your. Perfwafion. I 
was not the firft Aggreflor : \ well knew 
the G>n(idence9 that goes aloi^ with Qnf 
ceits of higher Adminiftrations ; and I alfo 
knew, that fome Dyes and Tindures of 
Mind, Cof which I took, and do takeT%4r 
of Yours to be One) are as uncapable of 
being wafhed out, as Thofe in the Skins of 
Leopards and Blackamoors. 
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After a Smoothing Preliicc, you procoed 
to (2S you call them) Sober -^ and (^you bopc^ 
In^'enfive Reflexions ; which yet, to defervc 
the Efithetes you give thetn^ muft have 
been compofed of Ethicks, as well as of 
Logick J mud have been Reflexions on Ar<^ 
guaieiits only, without any fl^uinring on 
Perfons ; and muft have confifted of fome- 
thing elfc, than of Ambufcadoes of wordsy 
of bold Affertions without Proof, ofEva- 
fions in ftead of direft Anfwers, of partial 
Repetitions, and of Triumphs before the 
Viftory. Thefc are the jim and Me- 
thods of Imfofturc.^ ufed to deceive the Val- 
Mr -, but very improper in Inquiries, after 
Truth •, and of no Influeoce, no Operatt 
on, in the leaft, on prudent and more ja-> 
dicious Difcerners. . v ; . , .. 

y.our f iril Reflexion is on the Cautiau 
. which I g^€ yoH-i about ntif4mfroving.ny 
Cbncejjian.r And here, after all the Evafiou, 
CircuiiiloaJtion, and Wood of Words, in 
which yoathink to hide; it is certain ffiB, 
that cither thofc Pious and Learned Afen^ 
who prove the Baptifm of Infants from their 
being the Seed of Abraham, do' by the 
Seed of Abraham mean as you and I do, 
or they do not; and if they do not, as yoq 
do not, you dare not fay but they do ncc% 
erpcdally your Presbyterian O^V^ucwX^n^.^^. 
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Which I IvotH be principally undeiftoc 

Then flioald you tzMt a thoufand ti 

more Cloud and Duft than you have j 

IHli it ^voold be vifible, that all yoar i 

tiien Arguments againft Infants being 

Spiritual Seed 6( jih'aham in your Senfe^ 

ttiy Omceffien that they are hot fi in 

ienfe, do in no degree affeathofc Ex 

♦ent and Worthy Perfom : For They 

^ittg Spiritual Seed in oneSenfe, and' 

land I in another ; They for Pei fons of a 

ligious Onfiierationj and Tome way H( 

5ndr£F/iand I for ABualBelittferSy tho 

yon may thmk yoU do oppofe them, 

ftifo that I do ; yet indeed you do not ; 

1 neither : for Oppbfition rhuft be Set 

'dumldem. Ay! *' But (Tay you) the S< 

". in which They call Infants the Spirii 

** Seed ofj^abam, is a Senfc the Sa 

♦* tare knows nothing of. But, fay I, W 

thcr that be fo or no, is ft ill in quefl 

between Ton j and were it out of que 

on, as you would have It, what were t 

to me, who neither di<i, nor do infift 

that Argument ? But in qucftion it is, c 

Kke to be fo for all that You, or any 

Yours have hitherto faid ^ nor are T 

\frithout Scriptural .Grounds. For are i 

the Children of Believing Parentsyi/wfiv 

Chrili^s ? And cauthe'^ bt ft)^^^^tvck^ 
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Jhrahoffi^s Seed ? Gah )i«ey be RttMibify 
Holy, andP'.r(c(1s^aRtl^tou$0>n6d6- 
ration^ or Charch- M embers in the Goljpel- 
Difpetifation, fas thfe RcVerend^ iftOft ^ 
tute, Leained, aM Pibuife Mr. BMxttt hifli 
abundarttly prov^t}iehi>) c^i) th^ btfi^ 
^rtd no lirays Ch-ij^s > Afie not the Ghil- 
dfrcn of ChriftUns^ as ittudi Chriftlafts ^at- 
m7?/i/f^; as the Children of the jfeiipi, ^crc 
. TttM ExternaUy f And ate thi*e ncA in 
Cferi/?2 Branches that dp not bring forth 
Fruit r "i'hat isi^ Are iliere not Reputed 
€hri(Hahs, whicfi ^re fi but by E»!eAMl 
Profcffi^^andnbtbyAa^alFaitht andlft- 
ternal^Trtae^ Spiritual R(e^e»nfcri3itidn ? Sure- 
ly, all ate not Jfrdely that z^ft of ^ral^'l 
All are not Chriji:, that are in Chri^. I % 
not thir^ as willing to infift M that -4^*- 
iwfW; but to evidence, \i^Jth hbw txiatli 
Juftice, irs wtU as with how great €i<rilfi. 
ty , you fpeak by occafion of /r , cyf -my 
hdtknirfg Omr^et x^hhoptt Knowledge : An3, 
with a Candoar truly yours, and ^mcb to 
the purpofe, add ; " That a iVtan may niak^ 
*^ a Shift, 'tis true, by means of fuch alDi*- 
*' ftm^ion, to avoid the Dint of his Ad- 
^' verfaries Argument, in his own Conceit 
^^ at Icaft •, but unlpfs the DiftinSion be a 
*' well-groritidcd Diftinftion hecaaviot^x^- 
** tend fo much to fubfcrve i\veTt>a^% ^"^ 
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^*: his own Cr^dk thereby. A Very Sck^r 

. and . Jrufftnfive Re flection i 

.: -In your next, inftead of jidmiratim how 

CapMhle comes in, you are greatly cpnpern^ 

.^.that it (hould be thought you faid, It 

^l^ujJtnot be in in the Major \ and there^ 

jiirctcll me, with fomc Emotion j^ '^ That 

.*^ you ihall only need to fay, and ^hich I 

^^ my felf do know to be true, That you 

'^f- did not at all Admire how Cofable came 

*^ into my Major Propofition, &c. but how 

*^ into the Conclnfianf] As if, had it been 

yi indeed , it had been a Prodigy in Lo- 

gick, to have a Term in the Conciaflons 

that had been in one of the Premifes. But 

■to. anfwer in your own Fi^nre of fpeaking : 

\Ypu cannot but know, that in the Place 

-yoi;! X Animadvert upon, and where I ufed 

it\k term Capable^ I made noSyUogifm at 

jaii ^ and fo ^iftingui(hed not the Major^ the 

'Minor J and the Conclnfion j but only inter- 

^pceted a Text, Gen. 17. 9> lO,- Nor is the 

Argument I make^ to be difpofed into bot 

One \ it doth confift of Many Syllogifms : 

and ^hat is a Cbnclufion in one SyHogifiTi, 

may (I hope) be a Major Propofition in a- 

nother. 

But you proceed : '* Whereas you tell 

" iwe, f/ay you) Th^t my Admiration is 

^^ more the Obj ett of^outs'^ ^^itt A^^ve 
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^^ granted, that C^^ commanded Ahr^sm^ 
^^ Thou Jhalt ks^p tny Covenant therefore f 
*' thtm and thy Seedj in General Termsj 
** whereia Both Sexes may fccm to be conn 
^^ prehended ; you fhould have added> to 
" have done welU Q-A // / had not^ that. 
*' which follows alfo, That yet it is cvi- 
** dent, that the Males only were to be ji^ 
** liaally figned : And therefore to fay, 
^^ That AcFemaUs w?re FertHoUy and Re- 
^^ putatively figned, in the Circamcifion of 
'^ the M^esy is not to the purpofe ^ for 
^^ according to that Rule, the Fhrudei 
^^ fhould be only FlirtuaUy and Reputa- 
*^ tively, not Afhially BaftiJLed. And in 
^^ this Refpea therefore , to fay as you 
^^ now do. That the putting of the Sign 
^^ on ail thofe in ^^4M;»'s Family -> tluit 
<^ were capable of it ^ and the wearing of 
** it by thofe, may be ZJ (aid-^ tfiufi bej^ 
^V interpreted the pnttiDg of it on all ^ can 
^^ be of ;i0 Advantage at all, in the prefent 
*' Difpute. 

In this Paragraph, I hav^ again an ordi- 
nary Injlance of ymr great CandoW'^ and Sin* 
cerity, which wiH be very Manifefi', whenr 
I have told ypu. That notwithftanding a 
Sly /nfinaation to the contrary, I did add, 
and that in Terms fufficiently CK^efiSM^^ 
iTTorc riiaa once, that tfaie M«Us va\j *«hy« 
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jiStHatyfignedi with Circumcifion ^ or elfe^ 
bow could I argue as. I did, and you grant 
I did> That the Fem^ks muft be wider Jhod 
to b^ fo Eepnnvhely ^ For if the Females 
were flgucd but. m Refutation^ and Inter- 
pretaiiion) the Males only could be AauAl- 
fy figned. And to confirm all I have now 
fiid) I' need but Refeat the Argument I 
(pade before, which was as follows. ^Bnt 
yom Adnoiration i^ more the Obje^ of mine : 
jifteryoH have granted-^ that God commatt^ 
ded Abrahann, ( Tbou Aalt keep my Co- 
venant therefore, thop.and thy Seed) in ' 
Qencrxil Terms \ wherein^ fay you^ Both 
S^iLt^s may feem to be comfrehendeAy (and 
wdeed-i Iffy^ ^^ffi * ) ^^^ if he did com* 
mand in Gcnetal Terp;!^^ that Abraham and 
Alt his CSced, yen fay^ jhonld kfep the Co^ 
venant'i in the. Sign and Tokfn §f it \ and 
yftf. dftetuvard^ aid Inftitate CircHmcifion to 
Ac th^t Sign andTokgnr which CM^rkthis] 
was not competent to, AH. How can the Ge- 
nerality of the Precepty (Thonjhalt pat the 
Sign w? All Thine, -when Circamcifionj that 
istnoticfimpetihleto My CMark that again] 
kthat Sign) he it^iderfiood AccommodouRy 
an4, c^mvmently^ as it mHii:hei„bHt thwy 
T^jhaltpiit, the.Sign on All thine that are 
Capable of it; ahd the wearing of it by 
ittmff^ Jknil be btcrpiet^d mi mitt^wd. 
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tke^pftttifi£ of it on All:] Thus, as J^oW^ 
thi G miles ^xt CbmeH for Seed ; fo Then^ 
the iFcmales were Gowaed for figned. ' This 
was the Senfe Igivtj and This the Argu- 
ment with which I urged it : If you ap- 
proved not the Senfe, why did you iiot 
reply to the Afguthent, and give a Senfc 
more congruouis 7 Bat if you do approve 
^f why V in your Anfwer, do yoii cfpud 
ahd darken it with words, atid hfiake ds if 
you difowncd it ai a Falfe 0//f ? But a 
true 'Senfe it is, ybtf donot> yoii dai'criot 
deny it. Ay, h\X ff txue, you fay, A is 
not to the Fftrpoji. ■' That, I grant, mdy be ; . 
not to Tow Riir^fci^'but fufficiently to 
Mine. *' Nd, f faV ybii) not to That nei- 
^ ther-, for thtn the Fenfiales (houM oniy 

be teputativeiy Baptized, bccaufe they 
^ were, only ^e^^ivefy Circumcized.] 
As if Femafes ^dc6 ndt A^iudy to wear 
a Sign they ard equally capable of with the 
Males, b^ufe they were but Interfreta* 
tivefy to wear a Sign they were not capable 
of Wit /^. ^ . . 

Thus far I have followed you ftep by 
ftep, and written m aFafhiou not mineowfi^ 
but yours ; both to make you fenfiblc of; 
tHe'gre^t Provokaifivenefs, and of the as 
great ttefitnefs and UndeceiK^ o^ It/ %t& 
J am wcfary ot'this Drndgery \ ^wi^«^* 

G 2 ^otc-^ 
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fore, in what remains, rcfolvc to content 
my fclf with fumpiiug up the Subftance of 
vvhat you offers and. that. as >ycll withcm 
improper RefleOions, as mth all the Clear-^ 
nefs and Fulnc& I can-^ and fo rcrurn my An- 
fwcrs. 

The firft thing offered by you of ^y 
moment, is to This Senfe •, ^' 7 hat the /w- 
*' mediate Obligation which was laid upon 
^$ Abrahain^ and his Seed after him It) their 
^^ Generations, was not to keep the Cove- 
** nant ki the Sign of It in C eneral Termsj 
^^ as I would have it ^ hiu only to keep 
^' the Covenant in that Particular Sign of 
*' Circumcifion \ there being ("fay you) no 
'pother Sign mentioned or implied, but 
*^ that Ce/j. 17.. 9, 10, in, which the latter. 
*^ words are only E^egetical of the for-^ 
^' mer, Thoujhalt k^ef nsy Covenant there" 
^^ fore^ &c. in the (^th. Verfc ; and Wthc 

lOtb. explains, namely in GreHmcifi^ 

on. 

And feeing this QbjeAibn hath fomething 
in it very pertinent, (for I wiU do you aU 
the Right imQgiuabIc)-I.hpld my felf obli- 
ged in order to the removing of it, and 
d&nfcqucntly to the further illuftrating aii4. 
clifanngoFmy Argument^ to (hew 3 (irft, 
f^4f^ the. immediate Obligation and Incum- 
^^^,4»cm9ned^ tnth% 9m. Kcrjci cannot he 
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to kgep the C&vtfiMft^ in^ but Circnmcljim ; 
4nd co^fe^ttentfy'^ that what is faid f^erfethe 
lOthf is not metrly Ex^etical of the Oh" 
ligation in the ^th^ Secondly, That the Im- 
mediate Obligation and Incumbence in the . 
()th, y^erfe^ is to l^ep the Covenant in the 
Sign of it ; this is Trimary : And then^ that 
that which is added. in the loth. Ferfe^ is 
bat 'a Secondary Injfitmion of a Particalat 
Sign^^for that time. And^ Thirdly, / wiB 
jheWi That there it a plain Intimation^ and 
confe^uently more thdn a meer hint^ that 
fdme>othef Sign mkjt be obferved by the Seed, 
than that of Circumciji^n. ' 

: As for the Fit ft 5 That the Im^ediatey 
Primary Obligdiink and Jncamffentei^ men- 
tioned in the ^th. P^erfe^ cannot be to ktep 
the Covenant in Circamci/ion only \ and con- 
fequently-i that the loth. is not meerly Exe- 
getical of the gfb, is evident : For if the "^ 
Primary and Immediate Obligation in the 
ptA. Verfc, were to keep the Covenant in 
CircHmcipon , then the believing Gentile 
fhoa*d be as much obliged to keep the t 
Covenant y2>^ as the Carnal Seed^^nd Di- 
fcen ^ants of Abraham •, feeing Tltofe arc e- 
qually at lcaft> if not more i^rincipally 
comprehended in the Seed, tmn Thefe. 
This is evident j for the "Swfcjefl o^ ^^ 0\)- 
/jfJt/oa is, in all refix(kSN \Vve ftaciit n*^ *v 
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^ Th/^.o£thtPr4imfe. Etatbtc Pr^ffw/iritis, 
I Vfitl efiahl^ my.f^enant between Mc^ind 
Theey mdthy Seed afterTMep^ inthfitGe^ 
ner^tufus : -and in the Ohli^adon it i$ j Then 
fhalt.\eep my Coveriam therefor e^, ThoHMnd 
thy. Seed after thee^^ m their Generatiatfs^ : 

^ 1 lie fame Subjeft in aH rcfpeflrs in Both.] 
^nd; tlieijefof e, feeing the $ubje£fe. of the 
Iro^fe is, at leaft^ ,as Cprppnchenfivc of 
the. Spiritual, as of the Carnal Seed^ of 
the Gentile that believ^th, as well as of 

1 the IJebrews ^ the One is, DO more to be 
exen>pted.and difcharged from the i>¥fF 
and Obligation'^ thz^ x\^ Other : and if 
Qrcamcijim be that [>ujt;yiandObh'gation, 
SothnvQ -equally boAHK) to fubmit'tp T^-hat. 

^ Ail the Seed is in (he Obligation', as much 
as in. the Prpmife^i th^ fame words to ex- 
preik it ^ ^and, I hope^ you will not Air- 

• ftinguiHi, nor limit, where the Scripture 

^dothiiDt. 

And if the Primary and Immediate Ob* 
ligation, of the Covenant cannot be (as yoa 
may fee it cannot) to keep it in, bttt Cir- 
cHmeifion ; it follows^ that It is to k^ep the 
Covenant inrthe Sign ofi$t in general Terms ; 
andxk^ -^terwardt in CircHmcifion', to be^ 
^ginrWifhi ^4s the firft, Sign : So thar^ ThiV 
wuA }^ the Senfe qf the Text: L will 
^^A^blii^^fiiy Covenant bctw^u'JA^ ^nn^ 
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Thee, and ihy Seed j and therefore, Tboa <f 
and thy Seed ^all keep my Covenant, iii * 
the SigT* of «t :* and that Sign at firft^ and 
for the rime being, the pre fen t Di(\)enfa* 
tion amoTTg Th^fe thSt fhatl dcfcrnd frbm 
T h^^ ijccorcting to the Flelb, or beadjoyn- ^ 
cct to, ' he^ff. (hall be Circitmcifion. This* 
is a fail, a plain, and cafie, and natural 
Senfe ^' aSenfe, which no Exception ftorii 
the Words themfelves can lie againft : and 
therefore, a Senfe as much to be prcfct- 
red before Yours, as that which is Qfmm \ 
nie^j ought to be before* that which is 
AW. . ' And This I cviderfced in my formeJc 
Letter^ from the very Grammar of tHe i 
Text. ■ 

But be(ides what! have faid in my for- 
mer Letter 'i in demonftration of the Senfe 
given ; that which doth abundantly confirm 
it to betheT/7/^, i$V That l\\^ Limit at ien 
of the Subjefts mXhtVarticnlar Obligati' 
on to Circumcifion, ver*. 10, 11. is very 
different irom That in thq General Obliga- 
tion, ^vfr. 9. For whereas it was faid/Kiir/. 
the 9fi[;*v 7%^« (i^alt keep my CGvenanttkere^ 
^forcf Then ''and thySe$d after thee^ in their 
Generatii^s ; when he comes in the lOth, 
to inftitute Circamciffon, he faith not,' This 
is my Covenant y which thm (Imlt k^t^s T^t\^ 
/mdfky Seed after th^^ inih^ir fi encriinws t 

G 4. "^^^ 
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But, This is mf Ovenamy which' yon (You) 

rjhall kgep between Me and Tohj and thy Seed 
after thee : And the being of it a Sign and 
Token, is reftrained alfo ^ And it jbdll be 
a Token or Sign of tfh Covenant between Me 

^ and ToH : A Sign for this Time, and Peo- 
ple, and Adminiftration. He faith not, 
for ToOf and for thy Seed after thee. If you 
fay, I am too Qriticalj 1 fay. This is a 
Text that muft be underftood Criticaiy : • 
The Apoftle was as Critical upon it as I, 
or any Man can be, when he obfcrved, it 
is faid Seedj as fpeaking of one, and not 
Seeds : and what he faich, is the proper 

' Key to unlock the Text. 

And yet, in regard the Text hath been 
Interpreted by very ftw in this manner, to 
•add fome more Illumination to the Seofe I 
.piake of It,l propofe to be confidered, that 
•net only other Scriptures, but even this 
Scripture doth niake Difiitilion between 
t\ittFamily of Abraham that then was , which 
in.tljeMiftery reprefented all \\is Carnal De- 
fcjsndantsj (betwcca that) and. the Children 
Qf the Promife^ which were afteiwards to 
be ; which were fjgntficd by the Seed'^ and 
afterward were typed in Ifaof: the Son of 
the Promife ; it being faid, Inlfaac f not 

. Jhlftjputel^ who then was) ^aU thy Seed be 
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^th. Verfcfi ThoH JhaU ksep my Covenant 
tkerefort \ that is^ thoo (halt keep the Sign 
of my Covenant i Thm and thy Seed after 
ihee^f in their Generations \ to fignifie, that 
the Children of the Pxomife were obliged to 
that Duty and Incumbence ariGng from the 
Covenant) as well as the Children of the 
Fleflj : Yet, when he comes to inrtitutc . 
Qrcumcifion in Particular 9 he faith of it in^ . 
deed. This is my Covenant \ or, This is -^ 
the Sign of my Covenant : But he faith not 9. 
This is my Covenant^ which Thou, Thoq -f 
and Thy Seed after thee, io their Gencrati-"? 
ons, (hall keep j but which Toa (You) fball^ 
keep : . Ton to whom I fpcak. Thou A^ 
brahamy and thy tiatardl Henfidld and Fa-, 
mily fiert% it is r#«, (You) and not tbc= * 
Seed^ thcL^piritual Seed : for Ifaac^ in whofn* 
the Seed is called^ was not there, he w^ ' 
yet unborn. . ItisTai^, (Hefpcakstotbo^R »^ 
prcfcnt ; ) Thou Abraham^ and thy NatUr 
ral Houfbold and Family -, this is the Sigif 
of my Covenant, which Ton (Yon) ftiall 
keep, as a Sign of that Covenant whieh I 
have made between Me and Toh^ and thy 
Seed after thee. Me and Ton ^ ; thee yf^r^- 
hamy and xby Natural Houfhold and Fami- 
ly here, between Me and You, and thy 
5fff 1/ after rhee J that Seed, whicK (kv^VVVs^ 
caH^d in ffaaCy thy SpiritM^l HenfiolA ^^ 
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Seed. And what was thi! Covenant^ or 
Sign of the Covenant, vMdi^hey (^fid 
riot the Seed) were to keep then ? What ? 
No other Covenant or Sign^ than that of 
Circufficifion ? Thts is my Covenant^ vphich 
yoHflaUkgep^ Every Man-Child among you 
(not among the Seedf but amo?)g Tou)Jhall 
be CircumciTied \ and yon jhall CircumctTit 
the^Fleflj ef year Fore^skin : {Ton ftiH, not 
"the Seed."} And what was Circumcifion 
for ? It was fof a Sign and Token of the 
. Covenant ^ and to Whem it was to be fo, 
is dearly implied in the Limitation : It jhaU 
be a Token, a Sign of the Qyv^nant between- 
Me and Ton. Not Me and You, and thy 
Seed after thee. It fhaU be a Sign and To- 
.1 ken of the Covenant-, in the Oifpenfation 
of it, which noVR if- between Rfc and You •, 
'^not in the Difj^nfation of it, which j/;^i 
/f b^ bet^veeh Me and thy Seed : ic fhall be 
a Token of my Covenant^ as it is between 
Me and Yovi ; thee Abraham^ and thy Na- 
tural Houfhold and Family : But not as it 
is to be franfafted between Mc,'and th/Spi- 
ritual Seed. 

If you fay, ffor I will fay for you all I 
can imagine poflible to be faid, with any 
Colour) " That the Senfc fhojid rather 
*' be this ; This is my Covenant^ which you 
^' {hall kf^ : That is, which Than Abra- 

^^ hamy 
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**' ham, and thy Seed after thee, in theic 

^> Generations , (ball keep : -^W thii 

^^ fhall be a Sign^^ind Td^en between Me^ 

^^ and Ten •> that is, between Me and Thee, 

** and Thy Seid after Thee^ in their Gttie- 

*^ rations. J If you fay. This is the Senfr 

of the Textv I muft be plain ta tell ydu^ 

k cannot be jft^^ and that becaufe he dot^ 

fo plainly tiiffioiguiib in hi between Ton and 

the Seed : This is the Covenanii which ym 

Jhall ksep between Me and Tou^ and thy Seed 

4^ter thee. SQthat T^/i,- which is fo plain* 

ly Gfntradiftingaifhed and oppofed to the 

Seedy cannot poffibly be under ftood to con^ 

prebend It. And it is alfoconfiderable, that 

he faith, . This is my Covenant'^ which yeu [hall 

ksep between A& and Toh^ and thy Seed -, no& 

Between Mk and Theey and thy Seed : And 

yet it doth refer to Fevfe the <)th. where 

it is faid^ ThoajkaU keeprwy Covenanty Thm 

and thy Seed* Bat here, Ton is put inftead 

of Thoiiy to fignifie that ThM in the 9th. 

rerfej muft be underftood of Abraham not 

PerfonaSy onlyi but CoReShvely^ jihraham 

Handing there for Himfelf^ and his Natu^ 

ral Family: Thou^ and thy Seed, xsAbra^ 

hamz.ndChriftr.\ Bath intheMyftery. 

This laft Confideration minds me of the 
Third Particular to be dcmonftrated ; which 
is. That Another Sign befides that of GV- 
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cmtcifiony ix iUnrly immated in the Text 
we difcowrfe on^ as ^ thing that jhdttld he 
afterwards. ' And this is. manifeft ; for 
whereas he had faid. That th^ Seed^ as 
well as jibraham, (^and ohder Abraham I 
have proved the Natural Oftrpring and Fa- 
mily of Abraham comprehended,) was to 
beep the Covenant in the Sign, or to keep 
the Sign of the Covenant, in the ^ciEr. f^erfe ; 
and he inllituted Circamcifiony but to be 
a Sign between Him and Abraham^ and A^, 
hraham^s Natural OfP-fpring and Family i 
and to be kept but by Them^ and not by 
the Spiritual Seed z- {This is the Sign of the 
Covenami-which yiifi ^not which Thou ^nd 
thy Seed) Jhatl kgef.'^ and it jhall he a To- 
ks^ of my Covenant^ l^as] between Me and- 
Tou\ not [_as'^ between Me and Thee, and 
thy Seed after thee.] What.remaineth, I 
fay, feeing the Seed is equally obliged as 
well as Abraham^ to keep the Covenant in 
fome Sign, as was proved before ; and that 
it was not to keep it in the Sign of Circum^ . 
eifion-f as is evident iViw •, what reniaineth, 
but that there is fome other Sign, in which. 
If was to keep it, that fliould be a To- 
ken of the Covenant in that Adminiftrati^ 
on of it, which (hould be afterward be- 
tt^ecn God and the Seed \ as Gircomcifion 
was of the fame Covenant, but \t\ ^5^ Yivl- 
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penfation and TranfaQion of it, then, be- 
tween God and Abraham^s Perfon, and Na-^ 
tural.Houihpld ?" Circupqifion was the Tc>- 
ken of the Covenant,, us adminiftred be-' 
tween 6V^ and Abraham \ and BaptiCn 
the Token of the .fame Covenant, as ad-, 
miniftred bec\yeen God and the Seed : \i 
Abraham was Circumcized, Chrifi was Bap-; 
tized. . 

Uf^bn the whole \, Let us now review the 
Text-^ and fee it in the entire Senfe : And 
thus I farafhraje it. I will Eftabiifh my 
Covenant oetw.^en Me andThee-^ and thy 
Seed after thee, in their Generations, for ^' 
an Everiafting Covenant, &c. And there** 
fore ThoH^ Thou and thy Seed after thee, 
in their Generations, (hall keep the Sign of 
my Covenant ; And fhis i$ the Sign of iny 
Covenant, CThat my Covenant, which is 
between Me, on the One Part^ and YOU, 
thou Abraham^ and thy Natural Family and 
Houfhold, on the Other Part •, and thy Seed 
after thee, otit\icThird Part."} i fay. This 
is the Sign that YOU, for your part, (bail 
keep as a Sign of this Covenant, which is 
bctwcea Me and YOU, and thy Seed af- 
ter thee i Evrry Man-Child among YoujhaS 
be Circumciz^ed *, and You fl9(illCircumcix.e 
the Flefh of Y out Fore-skin. And this.C«y- 
cHmifim mall be a Special ^vA ^^iX^vcoN^^ 
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Sign and Token of the CbVefi^t^ iv it is 
between Mt and YOU i between Mc and 
TheCy Abmham, and thy Natural HoaP- 
hold. But as for the Seedj no mention of 

^ /^ when he faith, Thisjhattbe a Sign of 
the CUfenantj &c. which foffifciently impii- 

^ eth another Adminifbraticm to be with That 
afterward. 

And I pray you mark, that where he 
calleth Gifcumcifion the Covenint-, Verf. lo. 

^ he faith. You jhsU keef it between Me md 
You, and thy Seed j becaufe the Covemttii 
(of which Circumcifion wais a Sign) was a 

^ Covenant between Gad^ and tht Seed too, 
as well as between God ^rid Jibrahami and 
his Natural Family. But when h e fa ith ex- 

prcfly. It ihali be f ^^ f^^^^J^^}^}} ^ then 
'"" be refirains it •, /r fljaiThe a 5ign of the Co- 
venant betvpeen Me and You : Implying,; 
that though the Covenant be alfo with the* 
Seed^ and Grcumcifion Wdif d Sign of that 
Covenant 5 yet it was fpecially and parti-' 
^ cularly a Sgn of it, as trarffafted between 
God and Abraham^s Natural'Perfon and Fa- 
mily ; and fo a fpecial and particular Sign, 
of that Oeconony in the Natural Houfhold. 
It Jhalt be a Sign between Me arid Yoii ;• 
Hand not between Me and Ypu, and thy 
-^Seed.^ And io much for the Fir ft Objefti- 
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What you next ofFcir IP QbjeftionljO'piy 
Argument, is ; '*■ That itfpllows not, that 
^^ beo^ufe the Subftoacc of the Coycoant on 
** Cod^s Part, is Imm^t^bly and Vnchange^ 
*^ ablyi ihc famc^ f that) thcxefofe the Du- 
^^ ty an4 Incu^ibeoce is £^lfo fo on ours : 
^^ For feeing (^^^ hath Abfolute Soveraigot- 
^^ ty in and over ail his Creatures, and 
^^ hath upliqiited and boondlefs Right, as 
^^ to command, fo t^ fufpeiid and alter th^ 
^^ Inftances and Duties of their Obedience» 
^^ both as and when he pleafes ; that may 
^^ be the Dmy of bis People at onetime^ 
[.Ypu /hould have added, to make it per* 
tiaent ; By venue of the fame Qvemtm jtoA 
Edi^y 4ind in the fkme Reffed:^'] , *'. which 
^ is not fo at another. This you Omfirm ; 
^^ becaufedfe, yop fee not how it (hould 
^^ come to pafs, that for at leaft twothou^ , 
y^ fand Years before the Time of jibra* 
*^ ham^ no fucb Duty or Incumbence did 
^^ lie on the Patriarchs *, particularly, not 
*'• on Adam^ on AheU on Enochs on Noahy 
** or on the other Antedilwiim E others \ of 
*^ whom We do not read, that any of them 
^^ were Signed^ or that they Were obliged 
'* to any Sign ; though yjou fay, Itcannoc 
'*■ be denied, that they x^ere in the Covenant 
" of Grace, and faved by It as much as A- 
*^ hraya^Utiffi^lf, 0% an^ ol\lVa- ?i^^^ 
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^^ here is an Objeiii$n^ and an Enforcement^ 
^^ and Cenfirmafion of that Objeaion. 

As to the Objeflion, (viz*) Thai it mil 
not foBaw^ ('that) becanfe the Suhjiance of 
the Cmftnant^ an God'j ?art'^ is imrmitMy 
and iVtrUfiingly the fame ; thertfare the 
Dmy and Incnnibence on ours^ is alfofach : 
I anfwer. It will follow well enough 9 if the 
Duty and lucumbenCe on our Part, be foon« 
ded on the Snbfiance of the Covenant , 
which is on God'^s f Part,) as the Duty and 
Incnmbence in difpute between us is : It 
being, / wiH Efiahlijh my Covenant between 
Me and Thee^ and thy Seed after thee-^ in 
their Generations'^ for an Everlafiing Cove- 
nantj to i?e a God to' rhety and to thy Seed 
after thee'j &c. And God faid mto Abra- 
bam, Thoiijhalt- kjtef my Covenant there for ey 
th'OH and thy Seed after theey in their Gene'^ 
rations. For though Almighty God be ab- 
folute Soveraign over all our Perfonsv and 
alfo over all his own Tranfadions and MeJr 
thods, fo as he may make at one time to 
be our Duty^ that which he doth not ano* 
ther ; and may cranfad and deal in way of 
Covenant with fome, when yet he hath 
not plcasM to do* fo with others : Yet if 
at any time, or with any Perfons, he plea- 
fts to rranfaa in way oiF Covenant, and to 
fo/iBjfm rhat Tranfaftion b^ VttaVffoxd^d 
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Oath) the two immutable thipgs in which 
it is impofllible that he fhould Lye, and al^ 
fo to bottom the Duty and Incumbence to 
which he doth oblige oy virtue of that O* 
venant-i on that wnich is unchangably and 
immutably confirmed in it ; We can no 
more, without a Blafphemous Imputation 
to him of Inconftancy and Wcakncfa, inr 
troduce him making an Akeration in the 
Duty^ than in the Promifi it felf , feeing 
the Obligation to^t Duty, is a neceflary 
refult and emanation of the Reafon of it, 
and confequently, is uncapabU of being 
changed without a change of the Covenant^ 
the unchangable Promifc of God to Abra- 
ham^ and to his Seed, is the Fotmdation of 
the Duty lying on Abraham and on his 
Seed J and the fame Covenant as the fame, 
muft alwayes have the fame efifeCts , and 
make the fame Duties. 

Ay ? but then how came it to pafs that 
Adam^ Abel, Enoch', and others the moS' 
Anticnt Fathers, who were under the Co-^ 
venant of Grace as well as Abraham and 
his defcendants> God being a God to thtetfi ' 
as well as ip him, did not keep the Cove-, 
nan tin the (ign thereof, if the Duty to 
keep the Covenant in. the fign thereof be • 
JEvcrlaftingly the fame, and of iu\\ttfJo^x\^^^ 
abk nature? This is vourCowfir motion. 

H ^^ 



^ ^Z An Argument 

But to iQ^&ft the Invalidity of all is^ 
f^id by way of ConBrmatioiiy 1 need but 
to demonftrote^ Ftrfi ^ Thar thongh oB the 
Fathers Vfere faved on the acconnt of Jefw 
Chrtfly and by venue of the Eternal Cotn- 
pad and Agree mera between God and^ him^ 
h£ being, the Ever lading Father 5 yes (jcour 
trary to what yon do fstppofe^ it did not p'eafo 
God 9 Of leaft not in the Account of the 
Saiptiire, to TranfaB with all , or any of 
themi in way rf Covenant for Grace, Eter^ 
nal Life atul Salvation^ before ne did.fo 
xmh Abraham. Secondly^ T\iztif he had 
been pleajed to tranfaBy with aU or any of 
then) ii^ Pf^y ef Cowenmt for thofe endsi 
yu that franfaSian conld not be the Cove- 
njpj of Abraham .j and therefore feeing the 
belitnifjff Centile&i^ not clatni the Inberi* 
tancC'^ Eternal Life and Salvation from hy . 
and HTider Adam> Abel> Enoch^ Noah9 
or^ajg other Covenanted Ferfon w Perfons 
brfxjre Abraham {if there were any fnch) 
bHtpnly/fronty hjy and wuUr AhvahsLfn^ nar 
by venne »f any other Covenant whatevery ] 
nifuU with aK or any ^ of, thenty bm only by 
vextue^ of Abrahams ; It is certain, that the 
Termes^ which it ^leafed God to. go upon 
arif^ them in any hanfiiSion he had With 
/^^. (hfthey what they wiB[) are, in accoant 
^^rijffxixcy as Liuk to Wy m )J»afc he 
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)vef^ itfm lirith Abraham are much. And 
Thirdly^ That the Obh'gation to keef the 
Cbvtnant', Gen. 17., in the fign thereof^ 
thim^h it vpere not^ and indeed coH'd net ht 
chferved by att or a?jy of thu Ant tents before 
Abraham^ yet notvptthftanding-^ that it is it^ 
a Scriptural fence ^ and co/fe^aentty^ pro- 
perly enoHghy called a Duty and Obligation 
of immutable and nnchdngable nature, and 
Everlaftingfy the fame, < 

The firft Propofitiort, (viz.) That though 
att that ever were faved-, were faved by ver^ 
tMeofthe Atonement and Propitiation mAdt 
by the tleffed Jefvu^ He being in the efficacy 
and vertHe of his Merits and Pajponi the 
Lamb fain even from the FoHndatvn of the 
World ^ yet^ that^^ at leaft in the Account 
of Holy Scripture, it did not pleafe God to 
iranfaS with oBy or any of the antient^ w- 
ther the yintediluvian or PoftdilmJian Far 
thersj inwayofCoyfcmntforGrace-i Ettr* 
pal Life and Salvation before Abraham, is 
a manifeft Verity. For though all the Fa^ 
thers that were faved^ were fo by fomc de- 
gree and kind of faith ^ and were fo by * 
Jcfus Chrift, and through the Eternal Co^ 
n/enant (as Divines call it) of Redemption 
betweeli God and him j artd though they all 
did wbrfhip and honour God in \v^>j o\ S<ia. 
crijice/j in all tvhich the Bleffcd ^c^vjs, ^^ 
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triicLamb of God, was figured and re- 
prcfcnted ; and thongh Jefus Chrift himfelf 
faith, before hbraham was, I am, yet, 
that it pleafcd God to tranfaft with ally or 
any, or either of them, hzioxc Abraham in 
way of Coxenanc or Promifc for Eternal 
Life, and Salvation, or, that Jcfus Chrift 
was Preached to them*, or othcrvvife exhi- 
bited then in Types and Figures, (which 
we arc not told they under flood.) is m 
where faid or recorded, or fo much as hint- 
ed/in the whole ScriftHre. Our Saviour 
faith indeed, that Abraham did fee his day, 
but he faith not, nor do the Scriptures fay 
l\i2X Jid'am-, jibel-^ Enochs Noahy &c. faw 
it. VV hat might be Preached by the Sfirit^ 
further then the Scri^tnres tell us, and then 
the Holy Ghoft is pkafed in them to Reveal . 
to us, is no proper fubjed^ for our now In- 
quiry ; We are now to mind but what is 
Preached by the Scriptures, and Record- 
ed in them ^ Rcmcmbring, that the very 
filence of the Scriptures is Myftical, as is 
evident in the cafe; of MelchiTLedeck^y who 
though f whatever Learned Cunam thought) 
he were a Man, and confequently was not, 
really, w/VA^i^r Father, without Mother, 
without Genealogy, without beginning of 
daycs.or end of L ife ^ yet for great ends, 
(^hcj is taken and cxpvcft^ ^avd to be p ; 
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and that, becaufe nothing, in the Leaft, is 
written and recorded in the Holy Scriptures 
touching him, as to thefe particulars. And 
fhe>y itie any Scripture that but hints a O- 
venant made with jidam-i jibelt Enochs 
with alf, or any of the Antient Fathers be- 
fore Abraham-^ or Promife made to them, 
or any of them, of Hracc, Eternal Life 
and Salvation, wherein Almighty God did 
pafs hU vpord to be a God to them, or ei- 
ther of them, and their, or either of their 
Seed after them. I do not doubt biit ^'od 
was a God to them all, as I doubt not that 
Mtlckifedeck^ had a Father, Mother, Ge- 
nealogy, beginning of daycs, and end of 
Life-, but as the Holy Scriptjres.do no 
where mention any.of thefe in Relation to 
Melchifedeck^', fo they no where intimate 
that God before Abraham^ was a God to 
any of the A^itient Fathers^ in a way of Ca- 
venant or prpmife for Grace, Eternal Life 
or Salvation, and therefore, the leaft that 
can be faid, if we, fhoulJ be prevailed to 
acknowfidge any fuch tranfadion, muft.be 
f feeing the Scripture is fo deeply filcnt in 
it^ that as there is ar mifvety in the filence of 
the Scripture touching Melihifedeck^y \ fo" • 
there is a'Myftery in the filence of it touch-^ 
ing any fach Covenant or Ptonvvfc ^i't ^k\n\ 
Ibch wex^Ji to thtVkt\\txv\ and t\\^ ^s McV- - 
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fbifedfck^. to be a figstre of the Etotitl 
Prieft, muft be biQught in in Scripture aai 
9 man dropt out of the Cbuds^ widH>ut 
any mention of Father, Mother, &c. So 
likewife, to the end that Afjurab^m nught 
be according to the Scriptjres , what in 
the Divine Council he was apppintr4 an4 
fet up ro be, namely, the Father of al) the 
^ithful, or cxprefs Believers in Chrid^ 
there muft be no record in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures of anyPtomife of Chrift before, a$ 
made to any other ^ or of any Explicit be*} 
lief and Faith iu hini before, for had there 
been either, how could Abraham poflibly 
be undcrilor)d} in the account of the Scrip-* 
tures, to have been the Father, ^^d fo the 
firft of all the faithful^pf all Believers in 
Chrift ? He only is firft before whom no 
other IS. Ctiriil (I deny not) nuty have 
been Preached hefore hhrahapt^ and aifo 
promifod by the Sfirit^ but he is not Be^ 
veaUd in the Scriptures Co to have been ei* 
ther Preached, or Promjfed / The Scrip? 
tvire is entirely (ilentasto any liich TrJinf- 
adioB -, If any fiich Covenant or Promiii; 
Y^erc of Chf'\^ before, certainly in the ac- 
count of Scripture it is as none, and fo muft 
pe looked on of us as none ^ not the Icaft 
ivprellion or footftcp of any fuch concern 
^pcarmg. I ad^i\o\vk^<^ iJwi ^^^^t\ 
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to h faid to hsve Kad fnhh in God^ but 
they aretiot faid to liave had any in Chrifi', 
and thefe Faiths are fo diftinguifhed, th^ 
they may be Aftdally divided ; yon bHitve 
in v'Od, fayes Chrift, believe idfo tn me; 
The Old Fathers did believe in G^d^ they 
believed both that God was^ atid thiu he 
was a Rev^arder^ but jfhraham did not on-l 
ly belrcve fas they did) in Cod-^ but he a!-^ 
fo believed in Chrifi. If you ask me^ but 
is not God wmt a Re warder in and drroogh ^ 
Chrift, and no: otherwire ? I anfwer yes, 
and yet it is poffible;) they might believe 
in God, and not believe in Otift \ They 
might believe God to be a Xewarder (as 
fome Heathen do, ) though they did not 
know him, and therefore could not believe 
him to be jfi but in Chrift : That God is, 
and is a Rowarder, are Points of Natarat 
RtU^ion \ But that Chrift is, and God a 
Rewarder in Him, ar^ Points of Rev^ia-^ 
tion, 

I acknowledge that what you lay iscont- 
monly taken for granted, (viz.) *^ That the 
Fromife of ChriH the Seed of the Womdn^ 
v^as made to Adam {] Andfo much is true, 
that Jefw Chrifi is introduced by the Pfal- 
- mift, as fpeaking of himfelfy and faying, 
that in the Volume of the BooVl ^ fit C?^^ 
fome do render it) in tVicHeajio^ ^^W^ 

H ^ > 



104 An Argument 

it is written of /^iV;?, and fo'f though h^ppi* 
ly the Pfalmift may have AffeU upon fome- 
tningelfej I grant it is^ Gen. 3* iS- fp^ 
when it is there faid, that thf Seed of the 
. Woman Jhall breaks the Serpents head^ &c. 
It muftLconfefs be underftood of Chrift^ 
atleafl: in the Myftery<> thus it is written 
of him, but that Chrift was promifed to 
Adam-i is not written ', For what is written 
in the Volume, or in the head of the Book 
concerning Chrift> is not w{J4):en there, as 
fpoken by way of Promlfe to Adam^^ but 
by way of denunciation to theSerpent, and 
is part of the Sentence pronounced on him ; 
which if indeed it were mthin the hearing 
of Adam-t yet the Scripture doth not fay it 
was fo'^ So httle doth the Scripture concern 
Adam in that Tranfaftion, how great con- 
cern foever, in reality, he was to have in 
it. So the Text, Gen. 3. 14> 15. And 
the Lord God faid to the Serpent , &c. 
What he fayes to Adam is vcrfe 17, 18, 
19. and of a very diflerent nature. A de- 
claration, I acknowledge^ there is of Chrift, 
from the. beginning j but in the Record of 
the Scripture, that declaration is not noted 
as a tranfaftion between God and Adam^ 
by way of G)venant or Promife ; All 
is faid concerning it, is in what did pafs 
between God and the Sct^ut^ ^tAfe^c 
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adloc chufe to call it a I^rephecyy not a Pro- 

mifeof .ChxiH. . . , 

And it adds no little conprmatim to the 
truth of what I have now difcourfed, thai 
after the Revelation of Jefus Chrift in what 
pafled between God ani the Serpent^ we 
have not for th^ long fpacc of above Two 
Thoufand Years the leaft Intimp^'ion in all 
the Scriptures, that any of the 5 athers of 
that tini'^ bar^ beard of that Revelation ^ (I 
do not fay ihcy had not hcatd, but I fay 
the Scriptures do not fo much as hint they 
had and though the Scriptures tell us, 
that in that time Righteoajnefs was preach- 
ed by the Sfirit^ yet they do not in the leaft 
tell us> that Chrifi was preached by it. And 
furely, had the declaration made concern- 
ing Chrift in the Thir^Gene/S|i»»been, 
in the Account of the Scriptures, a Cove- 
nant or Promife of him to .tdam-i &c. I 
(houldmuchadmire that the Apoftlc would 
infift fo highly (as he doth) on the being of 
tHe Promife of Salvation by Chrift for but 
fome hundreds of years before the Law^ 
when had this beenVo, he mij;ht have in- 
Cftcd on thoufands ; and the Apoftle ^cter 
dates the Covenant of Grace from /ibrt^ 
ham', AQ. 7; 1^^,16. and before him, the 
Pfalmft^ Ffal 105. 8, 9, ^2. 
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But fccorufly j on fitfpoJaL that k hoi 
f leafed Cod to tra^faS mth Adam^ or any 
lof the old Fathers before Abrahtm, in way 
cf Covenant af^d Promife for gract'i Eternal 
Life and Salvation ; yet that Covenant and 
Vromjfe could not be the Covenant of Abra- 
hatii) in which it f leafed God to Promife to 
ie a God to him particularly^ ar/d to hie 
Seed after him ^ For the Covenant of Abra- 
ham could not be before Abraham himfcif 
exi-'cd : And therefore, feeing the believ- 
ing Gentiles do not claim Eternal Life and 
Salvation from, by, and under Adam^ or 
any other of the Aritient Fathers before 
Abraham •, nor by vertue of any Oruenant 
Tranfailion that hath paffed between God 
Bnd'them^ ^r any of them^ but only from, 
by, arirfVir\dcr kbraham^ by vertue of the 
Covenant of Promife made with him ; ft 
Is as clear that the Termesy Conditions and 
Methods on and in which it pleafed God to 
^ranfaft with all, or any of thofe old Fa- 
jcfaers, ("be thofe termes and methods any 
"^whatever) (jhey^ are nothing to «», as that 
the Termest Conditions and Methods he is 
pleafed to tranfaft upon with Abr^am in 
Ithe Covenant of Promife, are all in all to 
Hi. That is, in plain Englifh, That it is 
pothing in the leaft to us believing Gentiles, 
Mvhctlicr the fathers bdotc iW^Vi^^^ w 
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after the Flood before Jhrnhamy were in 
Covenant or not in Covenant) were (igned- > 
or not figned, feeing we claim not from^ 
by^ and under ribf^y as Heirs to them, but 
it is much to us, on what Termes it pleat- 
ed God to tranfad and deal with jibra^ 
lutmy and ander what Gmditims^ and with 
what duties yf^r^^^m did receive the Co* 
venant and Promifb, whether himfeif and 
bis muft be figned or not figned \ feeing it 
is fronts by, and under him-i and by vercue 
of the Covenant of Promife made with himy 
that Vf do daim, and hold. Aild farely. 
if Vfe do claim and hold in, by and under 
jikraham^ by the Deed and Charter m^e 
to him, we niuft alfo claim and hold as he 
did, under the Duties and Conditions in 
that Deed and Charter, and now, is it not 
to deny the Conclnfion after Conctflion of 
the Premifes, for you to deny Believers 
and their Children muft be Hgned, when, 
yet you do acknowledge they are under 
jihrahams Covtmnii which (as I have pro-^. 
ved) requires fach ffgning. 

Ay 1 but you will fay, ^* the P^trianhs^ 
were in the Covenant of Grace before jihrar 
ham', all as much as we, and yet (igning 
had no ufe among thtm ^ and therefore the!! 
Incumbence and Obligatiovi to C^ ^tv^ xxv^ 
be figned fcy vertuc of t\\e Conc^i^cvx^'^-'ok 
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ing founded not on the fubftance of it, but 
on the Adniinidration, cannot be Immma" 
hly^xA evcrlaftingly the fame.] And, in- 
deed, it muft be acknowledged ^that) fign- 
ing was not in ufc among the Fathers before 
jibrahamy at leaft not in the Account of 
the Scriptures, the Scriptures b^ing deep- 
ly filent touching any fuch thing *, biit then 
the Scripture is as filcnt touching any Co- 
venant tranfaftipn made with thofe Fathers, 
fls it is touching figning by yertue of fuch a 
Covenant ^ So that, you are too pofitive 
Sir, and without Book, to affirm ^hem as 
fTiUch in Covenant as we, and their Chil- 
dren zs Holy by vertue of a Covenant 
tranfaftion as ours* But fuppofing though 
notjgranting a Oruenam tranfaftion to have 
paffcd between God and the Fathers before 
jihraham-^ for Grace, Eternal Life and 
Salvation through the Aiejfiahf and fuppo- 
fing alfo, no figiiing by vertue of that Co- 
venant, for all. that fpace of time, f which 
however, on fuppofal there was fuch a Co- 
venant is a hardncfs to think \) yet, (in 
regard that Covenant could not be the Co- 
venant of jibraham). though there was no 
figning then^ the Obligation to fign and to 
be figned by vertue of the Covenant of 
^u^h'ahamy ^ which as I have (hewed doth 
-^JndHpenfihlY and ncccffavi\^/ tec\\\\x^*\xO vi 
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as Imcnutabiy and EverUftingly the pjv/f ^and 
in the fame Scriptural Scncc^ ^ the very 
Covenant it felf is fo *, It is for Everaftin'g, 
though not from Everlafting, it is Evcrlaft- 
ing a Parte Pojiy though not a Parte ante ^ . 
/ mil ESiablijh my Covenant between me and 
thee-i and thy Seed after thee^ in their Ge^ • 
nerations for an Everlafting Covenant ^ &c> 
Everlafting) n0t^ fane ante ^ ^s from Ever- 
laftingi for before Abraham was, this Co- 
venant could not be between God zvLi^bra" 
ham-t to be a God to him, ^nd to his Seed^ 
after him, and therefore Itmuft be under-'' 
flood a farte pofi^ as a Covenant to Ever- 
lafting i And in this fence-^ the Obligation 
and Duty of the Covenant is as capable of 
being Eyerlafting as the Covenant it felf ; 
which was the third particnlar to be demon-. : 
ftrated. \ .*• . 

What Ihave difcourfed already, mighli> 
juftly fuperfede any further anfwer towhac 
you offer in the following Paragraph, about : 
the Church Memberfhip pf Infants,, on og-^ 
cafion of my faying Qthat the Church is one, 
though the Teftaments be not, and that 
Children were Members not only of the 
Legal, but of the Gofpel Church, and that, 
for above Four Hundred Years .before the 
Law ; It being Gofpel that was Preached ta 
Abraham rj for " you fa^ ot\ )Jcvax ^^^c^Sno^-^"^ 
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** that the Gofpcl was Preached too fo ji-^ 
^^ dam-i at the time that he was told that the 
** Seed of the woman (hould break the hesul 
of the Serpent. But I have proved that it was 
not told (bs you exprefs it ) to Adam-^ but to 
the Serpim^ as being fpoken not by way 
of Promife to the one, but of denunciatibn 
of ai Sentence on the other $ nor, in the Ac- 
count of the Scriptures, was the Gofpel 
Preachodto^^l^fi, JE^^/^, Noah^, &c. nor 
were»%s in the Accoant of the Scriptures,. 
ill and ander any Covenant of Grace for 
EternaF Life and Salvation, much lefs in and 
under the fame Covenant, With believing 
Ahrahamy and his true^ Seed v The Cove^ 
rm^t of Grace^ in the Promife of the Meffi- 
ah for Salvation and Eternal Life, being in 
the Account of the Scriptures, fiyjf tranf^ 
iHed with believing Abraham -^ and no 
othcrwifc. 

And here, by the way, obfcrve as a mat- 
ter of no fmall moment, that Almighty 
God did m foontr^ in the Account of the 
Scriptures, trairfaft with man in way of 
Covenant for Eternal Life and Salvation > 
through the Mcffiah, but he obliged thofc 
iu that Covenant, to kfcp if in the fign, and 
that from the b-ginnmg, as fion as he did 
Jn/Hrutcany yrjv; of the Covenant of Grace 
for J^arems ^ vvhichi in tbe A.cco\itvt o^ xVa 
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Saiptutes^^ was as fooo as be Eflabtijhed 
die Covenant^ he did ordain it fhould be 
put on the Children alfo, aad as much coow 
itmnded the wearing of it by Infants^ as by 
the Adult. So that from the vtn/ beginning 
of a Covenant tranfadion for Eternal Life 
dnd Salvation, or in the firflf making of the ^ 
Covenant of Grace according to tne Scrips 
tures, (and we are to begin our accounts^ 
where they do, j the Obligation to keep the 
XygTi of the Covenant, or to keep the Cove- 
nant in the fign of it, was laid on Abrit^> 
bam for Children and Infants, as well as for 
himfelf and others in Age ^ and that, hf 
ijpecial dire£lion. And now, condderonce ^ 
again if there be no connexion between ^the? 
fobftance of the Covenant and the Obfigatf- 
on(viz.. to be figned \) Is not the fubftaace* 
of the Covenant on Gods part, the Pro- 
mife to Abraham to be a God to him, andr 
to his Seed after him in their Generations ? 
And hath not God ftid, [becanfe'} ImUb$ 
a God to thee and to thy S^ed-, thereibre thoH^ 
fialt keejt my Covenant-^ thou and thy Seedf 
So plainly God hath put together tjie Fro-^ 
mife^ whkrh is on his part, and the Doty and 
Obligation that lyes on ojrs : and when 
God nath joyned them^ and pat them to- 
gether, what man, or men Hiatl dare to 
feparMt, and put them afuudti "^ 



ill Jn Argument 

Again, whereas you fay,, *^ it is one 
^^ and the fame Church for fubftance, that . 

^ the Old Patriarchs before kbrah^M-^ and 
that we the Believing Gentiles as well as be- 
lieving Abraham himfelf, did and do belong 
untoO I anfwer, it is one and the fame Jn- 

^ vifible Church ^ Bat if we take a Church 'Oi- 
fibly and FcrmaUyj (as now wc are to take 
it, when we do focak of Church- Member - 

4 P^P •') Namely, for a Corporation or vifi- 
ble Society of Holy Men , framed , and 
formed under certain fpecial, external and 
diftinguifhing Laws and Inftitutions , for 
Spiritual ends \ Then I fay, fo taking it, 
we do not read in Holy Scriptures of any 
Church, any formal Church, any more than 
of a formal Covenant before Abraham ; It 
being in his Family that it pleafed' God to . 
lay the firft Foundation of the Common- 
wealth and Polity of Ifrael-, and to form 
to himfelf a fpecial Corporation and Soci- 
ety of Men, under vifible and diflinguiffi- 
ing Tokens, and this is properly called a 
Chnrch. For indeed a Church is nothing • 

^ but a Company of called ones, vifibly Af- 
fociated ; iiuKvcnA is ab ^^^stXwp ^ A Church 
is termed fo from calling ; Now as in the 
Account of Holy Scripture, Abraham and 

ThjsFamily'wcrc riie Firfi that God tranf- 

a<^cd with in way of Covtnmt^ ^oi Gt-^^ii 
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and Salyatioo through the Mefliah ; So in ^ 
the famt account of Holy Scriptures, the 
firft vidhlc gathered Chftrchj was in JibrM^ 
hams Family ^i jibrahamhtmg the fir ft that 
God in the Holy Scrijptares is affirmed to / 
have taOed out from bisoiwn Kindred, and 
his w«(Cpuntrey to another that heknew^ 
not, which caUing of him from his own 
Countrey to another that he knew not, was^ 
a JigMre (§nd by our Apoftle is interpreted 
to be fo Heb. u J of . the true Spiritaal cal- 
ling of a Chriftian, which is a caUing out 
of, and froni the prefent. evil World unto'' 
the Heavenly Country, the New Jernfor 
Urn that is above. Not but that before' 
jihraham Acre were Righteous and good 
men, who in thcif Lives and Converfiiti- 
ons, divided front the Conndfiunion of the' 
World ; Men that lived juftly and Righ^) 
teoufly, andfowererri^called outof the 
World,' biit ycr they did not (at leaft the 
Scripture doth not Intimate they did^ tiBtu*' 
ally divide and fepara^e frdm others into 
diftina Sodeties, tinder any external and(' 
diftinguifhinjg Rites before jibralfam ^ yes 
there were Righteous and good men be-« 
fore Abraham^ divided from the Com- 
mbn in the Piety, Sobriety, and Juftieeof 
their lives, there were Sons of God, dit 
tinjgoi/hed by thieir Piet^ mdYA^t^^^t^^^ 
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from the Sons of men before ; the SdAsof 
Gpd took^unia them thi Pangntefs of Men'^ 
The Sons of good Men Marry ed the 9^ugh« 
t^rs qf bad : But they were not A'&aally 
divided into diftinft Societies and Corpora-' 
tion$9 under diftingaifliing Rites and Ce- 
remonies before, anid therefore there wais 
not ^ vifible Organi^ Church beforir. 

And if what I now aflert be true j^as 
true ft is, for the Holy Scripture (io wtier^ 
intimates not in the leait anyjudi' t^orfiia* 
liration. Incorporation, or tS^iftin^Uif&ii^ 
Ailbciation of Rig|hteoiis good men'fbr Spi- 
ritual and Holy ends bdTore jUnriiham'^y 
tii^n certainly norealbnpble man liath any 
csfoktq admire that before ABraham thcte 
fhouU be no figning ^ I irmh, ho ufe of 
apy Jmfiating Mftiy aijjy Rite of M^itricu- 
htipnf or ofentring into the Spiritual Cor- 
poration and Soci^y of the Church ^ foif 
00 ManicuUum'i no Initiation iutoany 
Cprppration or Society is to be conceived 
^forc the Corporation and Society it filf 
$eConftirutedandTormed^ Nor caii any 
Riit and Ceremony of Matriculation or In* 
itiation be cooceivi^d extant before Matri- 
ijpulation and Initiation it felf be i^. No 
wonder then, if .(lo tuning before At^ahum^ 
ficwgno Fannd Chwrch bdox(^ 'Jbr^hami 
n^utyetaffbon as it plcaftd GcSi m VciWxjt 
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Wifdom to ordain the Incorporating of Ho- 
ly Men into a yifihie Society for Hoiy and 
Spiritual en4s» by niakiiig a Formal Qve" 
fufm wiA them> and fo diftingui/hing and 
dividing of them from othei^^ he was then 
bh;alcd to aflbme into that Society^ as mem- 
bers of it) Ckiltb'ip as well as Parents^ Z^* 
fimtif Is well as jljs$b ones ; And to ordain^ 
t^ tbf 5i^ of the Covenant, as the Kite 
and Ceremony of their Initiation and Ad* 
nouffion (viiibly and externally) into die So^ 
dety of the tUghteousi or iitto the Obi^rdi, 
Ihould Ik m upon phtm $ aiid this in deeft 
Go^unctlf the better tpfrrpmu/f his Chorch; 
So (hat from the bc^aning of ;he conftita'* 
QoQof 9 Ctiuidi) iinfMrns were admitted 
jpntoMemberihlJiinU) and this is the iViir^ 
jfiiy of the Cliorch. 

What yoft iie]rt tell irtei (i^>..) ^^ that 
there ire odicr fignes of the Covenant bc^ 
fides Boptifip ) for inftance, as Qrcumci* 
floQ of o|^ (\ believe yon Meant the Pafl<H 
yer of old {) fo the Lords Sapipfer fipw^ C|f 
wliidi in&iits are not by vertue of the Co- 
veoaot) Qtarai)y:AdmtDiftj's^tiQoo£it9 takea 
tobc pro^ Sdbjefts] Thist after wM 
2a(ydalraKly9 ifi^dtogetfier impetttnenr^l 
for the&ipi^«ei^ij?o^ a(^9 is that iii? 
timii^ Sign only, which is the Rite of tU- 

•.m»ifff pafcm into the irVGiAt Ot^v^^ 
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Society of the faithful ^a Society afterwards 
called the Common- wealth of Ifraelf) It 
being of th^ only that Gen. 17. 9^ 10; 
(from which I argued) can be underftood .• 
and this Baptifm m, as Gircumcidon was^ 
Nor wa« the Paflbver ever fnch a, 5#f;f,' 
nor is the Lords Supper ej»f now. 

*^ Ay ! but if Infant^ ieirc cap2rf)le of be- 
** ing Initiated into the Church of Chrift hy 
" Baptifm^ then fay yoii^ they cannot juft* 
"ly bcdcnyed the Proper means of nOu- 
^.rifbrncnt and growth by being addtitted 
*< to the Supper alfo.3 But this is a grofs 
non fequitHr^ For what can be more evi- 
(Jent than that the Subje&s of the Ordi- 
nance of Baptifm and of tlfiatofthe^tbrdir 
Supper are very different^ as diffeirerit aff 
thofe of the Ordinance" of Circuhiafionv. 
and Aat of the Pafcal IM^h (wej?e?yFor 
as the Inftitution of the OrBtaanciedf Q^^' 
cumcifioh was above 466 jf eai^ bcfoiPc'that 
of the Paflbver, focven Jcfus Chrift hih*- 
felfi t©^ ihtfmate the;Ame diffetentiei Vdid 
inftitutc the'OJrdinatiee'cf BSptifm(feir his 
Difctpl^i Bailed; FE^v^Veferc hiis <Di^¥^ 
whereas 'that of fhe«HoJ^-Su^rT5^fig 

(lituted-butj xx^l^^^x^tSfi^'^ '^^^ ^^^ 
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And thcfe conGderations lead me to the 

loft thing of any moment which you offer, 

a thing on whidi yodr whole Party do much 

infift) and is, ^^ tnat as Infants are uncapa* 

^^ ble of felf Examination, of prepairaiion 

/'for the Lords Supper, and of difgerning 

^'of the Lords Body/ which are necejfary 

^^Vfwiptcs to a due' participation of that 

'' Holy Ordinance, and therefore are de- 

^^ nyed it ; So they are equally mtcifobte of 

*' Faith and of Repihtartce which aye the re- 

^^ qaipte conditions of Admiflipn to Baf)* 

/' tifm/ and confequently, on equal reafon 

) ** are to be refufed both the one^ and the 

"other,3 

glut here you (hbuld have proved 'Faith 

md Repentance neceflary Cpnditioiis .of i^// 

adiiiimon to Baptiffri, or Initiatiot]! into the 

' Gofpel Qiurch •, I grant them to be /J to 

that of the jldnlt Heathen •, and fo they 

were before, in fome degree, to" thofe of 

theml\\zi would AflTocTate with the Family 

o? .Abraham *, And fp they were to j^bra* 

ham himfclf, for Abraham himfclfVtfrw- 

ed the Sign of CircHmcijion^ or Cil'cuftici* 

fion a fign of the Covenant between G6A 

and Jijm, as a Sed arid full ConflrrT\4tion 

of th^t Right eoufnep by Vaith^ which he had 

white TJricircHmctfed\, Bat thetv^ ^^ AW*- 

Jba/n was admiio^ for \\vs o^u^ivc^^^'^ 

I 3 ^ ^'^'^ 



■M^ 



11 8 An Arguinent 

his ^toiiff iR) by and under hini, f)S Dedi* 
catcd by Him } So now the Adkk fkmbeH 
if they pe admitted) it muft be in a way 
of Faith and RepentaiKre for thetnfclves ; 
but for their i^4i«^/>i -, Thofeinthein that 
are not yet Adult and cothe to Afic, and 
in t Capacity of coiifenting or reftuing for 

^ themfelyes ^ They mUft be adoutted as; 
fbch were in JlbrahMts f^mUj viz.. in» 
by and under theii Pitrents ^4 He^dsj wHo 

^'Dedicate them. 

But as, to this fo miidi is faid by (b nismy 
others, imd fo much is hinted alfo by ni|y 
feif in my Former Letter , (hat I do not 
think it worth the while today lorjger up- 
on it.; Only I find in Mr. 0-4^^ in his 
Harmony of^the Evangeliftsy a Pa£bge fo 
full in this particQlalTt and fo convihcing^ 
that I fhoiild do you (bme wrong, and iny 
difcburfe morcy t<!> omit it : Firft, fmib h$ 
he gives them a Comniand and Commiflli- 
ctn tp goe and Difciplc ail Nations, Bapti^; 
Zing them in the naine of the Father, the 
Sbi^ and the Holy Ghoft, beginning at Jc 
rttfalemy \^Jfa. 1. 3. and 40. 9. Pjal. 1 10. 
2.2 and declares that, he that belie veth and 
is Baptized fhdl be faved, aud he that be- 
ijeverh not (hall be damned. For whereas 

befi>rc he confined thcni to Ptt^idi o^^ to 

^4ff/^ now ?hcy myiSi 1?t«d\ Vi rocr) 
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Crt^tUTi (namely, that is fit to be Preach** 
ed^o) that is, to all Nations. And fuch as 
were concerted by their Miniftry from 
^Heathcnifm to Chriftianity, they were to 
B&pti:^e. So that /Air is not, the prfi Infiitar 
tiMof Bapirirm, but an inlarging of their 
for^ier CommiflFiqn. Neither are thefe 
words any DireEHat^^ to that other matter 
of receiving or adtH'ttting Infants^ or thofe 
that were not Infants, to Baptifm : That 3 
we nnay fappofe was fufficiehtly notified to 
them.Mr/iirf, both by the common jrdHfe 
of their Anceftprs jn the Jewifli Religion, 
9XiAhij atitvuhar notion ol Baptifiti, whilft 
it was familiarly ufe^ among the Jewsi both 
to their €iwn and their Profelite Children^ 
and poilibly by Chrifts fpecial direSian alfo, 
thoagb not mentioned by any of the Evan* 
gelifts, who fet not down all thevmds of the 
Firfi Infiitntion of Boftifm^ which long pre- 
ceJed thi^ time, a$ appears plainly from 
thofe words, Joh. 4 1^2. When therefore 
the Lard l^ew haw the Pharifees had heard 
that Jefm made and Boftizjtd more Difci- 
fits then Jphn-i thoagh Jeftu himjelf Bapti^ 
Tjed hot hat his Difciptes. Certainly, Chrift 
Inftituted Baptifm, and gave his Apoftles 
CommilTion before they took upon them 
to Baptize any« which we find they did iq 
great Numbers; yet tJr.tGo^^ ^oc^^s^x. 

1 4 cx^x^'^ 



■1 



no Jn Argum£i\t 

..■. . ,. 

cxprefs the words of this Firft Inftitution^ 
nor the certain time of it? in the courfe of 
Chrifts Miniftry among them ; But certain- 
ly it was fometime before that paffage of 
ftory related in that foremendoned place, 
Jok. 4. &C.3 

To that allertion of mine, [T^ ^^^ 

Churches of Chrifi univcrfally have had a ch- 

^ fiom of BaftizJn^ InfaMS'^ and for ought 4f' 

, pearesf perpetu^yQ you teJ!. me with a 

prefumption too big for a greater jlmiquar 

Kj^ (io much more eaGe it is to tell then to 

' do,^ " that you couli gafily giv^. fufficient 

, ** m^w^ that the Churches of Chrift Hm- 

^' verfaUy have not had foch a cuftom :] 

And Lpray you, if it be fo eafy^ pblige th c 

World, and me particularly, bygmngiVj 

- for rtill 1 think that in the time ('at leaftj of 

St. ^ufiiny the Cuftom was X^/z/i^fiyi/, and 

that then, ii was taken alfo, to have, been 

perpetually fo i 4nd this, by an'ApoftoIi- 

cal Tradition. 

But that is moxt B^travagant which you 
add immediately after, and which may ferve 
for a Specimen of yojr Ability to perform 
the bpaft you made before, '' that we do 
^^ not find any footfteps of Irifants Baptifm 
** in the World till fome Hundreds of years 
^^ after Chrifkj not till the conceit grew and 
'^ipok place of giving GoAs Gx^c^>o^ \t 
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in tyfriMs timt.2 But how learnedly and 
knowingly this is fpoken may be feen in Ter- 
tidlUn-^ who if you know any thing in An* 
tiquity , muft be acknowledged to have 
been^ in time before typrian, as being the 
moft Antient of the Latine Fathers, and 
born in the year Two Hundred ^ and yet 
he In his Book ale Baft, c, 18. where for 
certain Reafons (but 1 pray you mark) the 
Novelty of the praftife is not one of them,) 
he doth Dehinrt the Bapcizins of Infants (as 
he did alfo advifethe deferring of Baptifm 
to the Adult, and in both was (ingularOdoth 
by thsEt very dehertatiimy plainly intimslte 
the €oinm6n fraUife of it. Itaq:^ faith he, 
fro C9tfHfy\ ferfona conditione ac diffofitionty 
etiam AtdtCj Boftifmi Cunftatio Vtilkr 
efi : fffafertim tamen circa Parvulos, quid 
enimrkcejfe eft', fi non tarn necejfe^ ffonfores 
etiam fericulo irigeri-y &c. So TerthUiaft \ 
but again J what can you fay tolrefiam who 
was before TertHUianj and near the times of 
the Apoftles« when he tells us adverfm h^' 
ref. i. i. J9. Chrifiiavemtomnes fer feif" 
fum fdvare-^ omnes h^uam^ qui fer feiffum 
Renafcuntur in Deam ^ Infantes & farvu- 
los & ffteroj ; and by Benafcemia is under* 
ftood Baptifm, as iis univerfally agreed by 
all learned in the Fathers. 
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And whereas I aftirmed C jAitifeMaf- 

tifmc to make rfic Church of Chrift a.Oiurch 

^r4i^ .ctatis Q you miftook my meaning 

^.vh ..^3 you rook k Co h :.v^ been ** tbat your 

'^'' 0|M:';icn wsc bL:ts. 'Uvti'^yj (Lhoi^igh thut 

''^ he .:nac ICO ^,/ itp-u ma: iCcirig riicC'iuah 

"• c: vTiiriil cannot be without a true iiap- 

^^'liuT.j and trucBaptiiin, in yoar fcnfe of 

''' Anabaptifm, hath been not much above 

' ^^ 2in, Age or Century, particuiariy fincc 

'^^the time of Mnnccr ('whom Msmfitr 

'''calls Monetartju J Icaft he fliojuld t^ 

' ^^ choaght of Kin to him \) and Hnce J^hn 

' ^^ of LeyJen and KnifferdsUit^ % That 

< ^^ therefore before !thc arifing of thefe mff» 
^ lights J the trae Church for noany hundred 
'^ years, had no exiftence and being/) Fo^ 

'Co do my felf right, and yon no wrome, I 
meant it not in uflng that cxpreflion ^ 1 il^ 

. luded in it to L. EhrtUy who fpeaking of 
the Romans in their Civil Original under J^^- 
imUn^f while yet they had no Women, and 
fo no hope of Pofterity \ l^yes. Res trut 
llnius £tatis, fapalmvirorum : and I tnti- 
jnatedbyity thkt jintipedohdftifme bygrub* 
jbing op of infants, and throwing them out 
of the Church, doth indeed deftroy the ^ 
Nurfery of the Chorch, and fo, in one Ag^*, ' 
^err/icExtinQioQof theold ftocks, doth 

pat it in no fnaall hazard o{ bcxtv^wxtttV^ «.Yr 
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UTp&l ; And now haviig thts occafion, I 
dare, in dcmopftration of thiE^Tuft!cct>f the 
hint) aimoft appeal anco ydir own Expe- 
rience, if of the Children of Perfons 6f 
your perfwafion , within che conipafs 6f 
yotir own knowledge, that are Adult, and 
come tQ years of Difqrerion, and were not 
Baptized in their In^cyby fome Relation 
or FHend, one almoJEl in ten )s any wife Bap* 
tizfcd, and fo entred into any Church (^ 
ther yours or oars ^) for growing npi dsflikf 
'of your Opmton for mc moft part dodi 
keep theifntrbm you 9 And Sbdme of be-^ 
ifig Baptized in Age, (a thing difufed, and 
as thii^ of <bat nature commonly are, ' a 
thii% that makes talk and gazing,) keeps 
them from US'', And thus being in no Churcn» 
are vifiUy i n die ftate of Heathens. 

In your next remark, Cwhcn I make the 
denyai of InfaiAs Baptifm a robbing Parents 
or a fenfibic ground of hope for their Chil- 
dren in cafe of the dcceafe of any of them 
in Infancy,] you do me manifcft Injafiiceto 
Infinuate a meaning of Of its oferatHntj ' a 
thing as far from my intentions as words. 
But 1 have fuflficiently expreflcd my Senti- 
ments in that particular in the Paragraph 
refledcd on, to thofe that are condderate 
and candid, and therefore, iW^ i^tci^v^"^ 
no mofcto be faid of U novf. 
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But as to wh4t you o(&r in the laft place^ 
X^coniterning the- Powerful Mqtivc to dedi- 
cate himfclf to God, which,. I f^, jimi^ 
fedobaftifme deprivcth a Child of ^3 name- 
• ;i,y, " that for your part,, you are of opinl- 
l^^on that nothing can be a greater ^i^4^• 
-jyance to him than Baptifm^ fince )ie is here- 
J .^^ by induced to reckon himfelf already a 
.f.f good, Chriflian,. and in a ftate of Saivati- 
. ^' oni as having had the Sign, pf the Covc- 
./'^nant already applyed to him in his Infant 
, ^^State, without looking after the new birth, 
.. ^^ and being acquainted with ttie Myftery of 
j/^ Spiritual Regeneration, ^c!} I profeis I 
, was aftonifht to read iV, both for the Scan^ 
; €lal and ofrence it cannot butadminifter to 
^.thofe of a contrary per fwafiori^ asalfo for 
the ill refleHion wniph,. with too jmuch Co- 
« iour, it may be interpreted to imply upon 
: the Wifdom arid Counfel of God, who, 
both before the Law, and under the La\y, 
was plcafcd to Inftitme the Signing of Chil- 
dren with the Sign of the Covenant j Vfhich 
doubtlcfs, had it been an impediment and 
hiiidcrancc to their Regeneration, and to 
Salvation, miich more if a moft powerful 
cne^ he, in his infinite goodnefs and clemen- 
cy, as well as wifdom and conduO*. would 
never have done. And do you indeed think 
chat the Circumcifiou o? ClaiUe'H \w^^4. 
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of bcii^ a fortherance to the work of Re- : 

generation mthemj was truly a hindecancet 

to it> and that that which God intended for. 

a mcanes oif Confervation and Perpetuatioir 

of his Church> was really and in efi^d) a^ 

waytodeftroyit c Where *ras the fflf/J&Mr' 

of Almighty God, if he knew not whafi 

means were proper towards the Salvatioa 

of his Creatures ? And where his Goodnefs^ 

if he ordained what he knew improper f 

It is certain, if Baptifm by being put on - 

Children in their Inrancy, in token of their 

'being given to God in Covenant'^ be in it 

felf a hindcxance to their Regeneration \ 

Circuincifioh which was put ou Children in 

Infancy, iind in token of their being given 

to God in Cifdenant^ could be no further* 

ance, and confequently was a means of all o« 

thers nioft improper to continue the Church, 

and fo, a means equally unworthy both of 

Divine Prudence and Wifdom,' and of his 

Goodnefs and Mercy. 

Thus I have finifhed my defence of the 
Argument for Infants Baptifm from Gtn. 
1 7, and I think, have anfwered all is capa* 
ble of being oppofcd againd f>, and yet fee- 
ing 1 know not but you may have more, I 
niow offer, that if you have any thing elfe 
of any Moment to objeft either againft the 
Argument it felf) oraga'mQivrVv^\so%tx^\ 
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now in the defenoe^of it t I£ yoo propdfeit^ 
fa it be V ithout unneceflary digreflions into 
common pfaoes^ and without popolar trap^ 
pingsi and it be with the Gandonr and Sin-^ 
cerity, and with the modefty and temper 
that becomes atoVerand feeker of Tradn 
liliaU anfwer it chearfoUy^ and therein give 
anodier Infbncie how much I am. 

i68a. 

T^KT Trut Frp($td 

R. B. ' 
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3urLetOerof the 29th. otSifMrn 
bfr in AnlWer to ihac 1 fenc youths 
2ifti of J^fil^ though putkitQHi 
gocktftndfafeahand) came not to 
mine before this i4di. of OMer^ and thai 
open. Happily it had oocafion to caB in oo 
Frieilds; aod many times, the fartheft:way 
about is neirrft home. 

HowevM") though hte come^ I do af- 
fore yoa itis \yelcome ^ fbr I learn by it 
that the GoiMrdveriie long ^depending, and 
Whidi I fcar'd would be Eternal, isivotlike* 
ly to continue mudi longer. And that a£> 
ter all Ate Exclamations of Evident and 
moft Evident, of Plain and moft Pknn, c^ 
Seriptoral 9 of Solid , of Snbftantial and 
Cedent which yon- make on what Tdu lay ( 
aindof GhiMefti'a, of Repugnant to Scrip^ 
five^ <^f doubtfbl Gonfeqacikck^ radi ^t[«A>* 
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guous Uncertainties ^ of violence to the 
Text, of Corruption of Scripture, and of 
Addition to it on what I prove. The whole 
mvp is to determine on two Iffnes^ the one 
Relating to the Duty enjoyned Gen. 17. 9. 
the other to the Sabjcft of that duty ; ^wlutr 
is meant by the Seed, and what oy keep-* 
ing the Covenant :] 

As to the Firfi Iffne which concerns the 
Subject of the Duty (for I will begin with 
rWi j I have abundantly evinced in my laft 
Letter f and yet you take no notice of it) 
that by Seed in the 9th. verfe, muft bean- . 
derftood the Spiritual^ as well $s the Car- 
nal Seed^ andthat^'becaufethe fame Seed 
is meant in the 9th. verfe that is in the 7th. 
and 8th. verfeS) the fame fubjefl in the ge-. 
neral obligation verfe the 9th. in all refpeflSf 
that is in the promife^ verfes 7Ch.. and: 8th. 
and the fame fubjeit in the teinporat ^pro- 
mife verfe the 8th.. tkat is in the . Spiritaal 
verfe the 7th: and the fubjeft in.thfi.7th.: 
(you grant J doth take' in ail the Si;ci4i the 
Spiritual as well as. th< Carnal^^apd. therci 
fore, foit muft be in the 8th. and I^e9th« ( 
and in the loth. alfow 

Ay ! but fay :youV the 8th. verfe is to 
be iindet ftood only of . the Ckrnat See49 and 
why only (fay t) uhfeS. thtf^th. be; alib to 
be andcr&ood^ of ib^it OTANJ&^Qll^Tiiji^ Hol^ ' 
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Ghoft diftingui(h f 6r if he do r)ot> how 
dare you ? the Sobje£ts are the fame in both | 
The Connexion carries it for the fame Sab.. . 
fca« J and in both the Verfes (here are the 
Jamie words to exprefs the fubjed> and 
why not then the fame fubjefts meant by 
the fame words ? Efpccially in regard, the 
whole is but a continuation of one Speech 
of God to jibrab^m \ I mil Ejiaklifh my 
CffvensM between me and thee^ and thy Seedf 
vcrfe theyth. And Ivpill givet9^theef and 
thy Seedj verfe the 8th. 

It it true (asyoafuggeft) in the Letter> 
Canaan is Promifed too, and was PofTefTed 
by the.Carnal Seed/'bot the Litteral is hot 
the only fence^ and therefore the Litteral 
arttnoo the 'only iiibjeQs;: rThoL Myftical 
andc SjpiHtoal is the'prtncipal fencey and 
therefore the MyfUcal atid Spiritoal ace^e 
principal fubjeds : Thus Argueth the A^ 
poMcr'Seed ('faith he> not Seeds : Seedr 
and:that:Seed wzsTfaac in the Letter, for 
the pro^ife even of Canaan (mark it) wiis 
notmadet6J[/fa/7i4cA^ though he were AbrO' 
hams Seed too, and then alive, -ind with 
him, nor to the: Seed of Abraham that 
(hbuld derive from him by Ijhmaelj but it 
was made to iT^^f,' iVi Ifaac (haHtby Setd 
bt called : and Ifdac'm the Letter^^ iti the 
lAyRcvy is Chrifli Mt f4itVi.nat S«.to 
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^ (ftich he) as comprehending Ijhm40t and 
i/JuC) but he faith Sitd^ bs fpeaking but 

. of OdCf of 7/l^^r only , which 7/^^24^ in the 
Troth is Chrift Myftical, Further, confi- 
der though Canaan only was promifed iit 
the Letter, vcrfe the 8th, the World is* 
intended in the Myftery, and therefore, 
though it be faid in the Text, TZir Luxd 
in which thou art a Stranger^ even all the 
Land of Canaojj^ yet.the Apoftle amplify- 
cth the e^cpreflion, Heb. ii. 13. and faith. 
They mfe*Pihrims and Strangers upon the- 
Earth ^^ not in Canaan only, bat in the 
Earth. And if in the Promife which i^ 
made of Gmaan the World be intended^ 
Weil may believing GmUes be intended ia* 
the Seed to whom it is; made !: Forliow.cUfe 
akthey zttAhnduMx Seed is ai theirs^ i£ 
aii'were notrfome where given to jtt^dum 
and to his Seed, and where is ail given ito; . 
jibraham and to his Seed, and fa to beiicv**; • 
ing^G Annies y but here? Read I pray advi-T 
fedly, rwhat onr Apoftle argues, Gd. 7,' 
And b yomrnext take alfo^vhat I arguediir 
nyy laft. Paragraph by Paragraph, .atidib 
itply to it ; Then hap^Hly you will fee a 
cbnfequchce and Cogency that yet you d<>' 
riot, or that you difT mblc if ^ ou do. Re* 
/nembrr alfo that when it is faid in verfe 

tho. I cth, Thii i» nry Ououmt v^VikV) ^e \A^ 
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f htWein me And ye% and thy Seed After 
ty there is no fach Impiicatibn ais you con- 
vc there is in this exprcflion i^cctwccn 
! and thee and thy Seed] of the fabjefis 
the Duty Cof keeping that Covenant,] 
t of the Parties in the Covenant ^ which 
I I toM you formerly) are three, and 
ark it^ God is one of them : Bctv^en 
I namclyr God on the one part, and ye^ 
»u Abraham and thy natural Family here 
rfent on the other part, and thy Seedy 
ac in the Letter in whom the Seed was 
led, and Chrift (typified in Ifaacj and in 
1 the believing GemHesy Children of the 
MPifc) in the myftcfy-'on the third part. 
s unadvHcd to infehr that the Seed nerc 
iMigjJd^ to keep the Covenant of Circum- 
Mi by vertuc of that cipreffion, the fub- 
S'^Smx are booncil to keep it are ye^ yc 
\k(ep this my Qroenant'i and the C^e] 

dimngui(hed from the Seed-i ^betypten 
wndycy and thy Seed f] you may as well 
, nff the parties are obliged to keep ir^ 

God istme of them, as that, by force 
that exprefTion, any one is : thole that 

to keep it arc "rcprefentcd under the 
n [ ye •,] and they were to keep it be- 
:en God ^nd thennelves, and the Seed^ 
; fign of the Tripartite,^ Coxrctvaxvt ^t- 
en them. And to be dcit, A utviict- 

K 2 ^^tA 
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(land the fame Seed in the 7th. 3th. 9tb. 
and icth. verfes ^ Ifaac in the Letter) 
Chrift Myftical in the Spirit and Myftery. 
Thisforthefirftlffue. 

As for the other which relates totheDu- 
ty^ what can almoft be pfainer> than that 
by keeping of the Covenant in the; 9th. 
verfe, is meant keeping of ic in the fign, cr 
keeping the fign of the Covenant, for it is, 
ThoH jhalt ktep my Covenant-, therefore than 
and thy Seed in the ^th vcrfc, and then 
immediately is added in the loth. .in one 
continued Speech , Thii is my Ccvenum 
which ye jhallkeef^ &c. So that the fence 
and meaning of the Phrafc Cof keeping the 
Covenant] in either yerfe ,, i* ^clearly the 
meaning of it in bcth *, And therefore to 
keep the Covenant in the 9th. verfe^^^ji^to 
keep the fign of the Covenanti .feeing, to 
keep the Covenant ii\tbe icth. isto keep jt 
fo> Dn the fign.] ^* 

That to keep the Covenant in the lotl^ 
verfe is to keep it in the f)gn is manireft) 
feeing their being Circumcifed could not be 
a keeping of the Covenant (as it is plainly 
intimated in verfe the 10th. to be/ but fot 
iyiz^?) as it was the obfervationof the fign 
of the Covenant, and thus {xn the fign J 
the Covenant of God v^as kept in Circum- 
ciGony as the Paflovct \s fe\4x» b^kc^^t 
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when the Lamb was eaten in Memory of 
it ^ So Scriptural a way of fpeaking this is. 
1 fay, as the Feaft of the Pafchal Lamb was 
not the PaflTover it felf, bur a fign only of 
the pafling over, and yet the Paffovcr is faid 
to have been kept, when that Feaft was 
kept (m fign of it, J as by comparing Nnm* 
9. 2. &c. with Exod. 12. 3, 4, 12, 13. 
&c- manifcftly appears. So likcwifc Cir- 

" comcifibn, though it were not in it fclf the 

'.very Covenant of God, but only the fign 

of that Covenant ; [^Abraham received the 

fign of QrcHmcijion'i Rom, 4. and in Gen^ 

17. ii'i; It ptall be a token of the Covenant 

between me and yonJ} Yet the Covenant of 

» God ("according to the way of vScriptural 
Expreflion) might well be faid to be kept, 
when Ciraimcifion the fign of it, was ob* 
fcrvcd. The Covenant in Scripture Lan- 
guage is faid" to be kept, when the fign of 
it is kept, Thoiiflialt keep my Covenant'^ is^ 

. thou (halt keep the fign of my Covenant. 
This is my Covenant Which ye (liall keef^ is, 
this is the fign o^ my Covenant which ye 
(hall kcepw And if keeping Circumcifion 
then .were keeping of the Covenant, be- 
ca^ifirCirramcifion was the then fign of it ■, 
then keeping iBaptifm) now is keeping the 
Covcnarit, bcciufe Baptifm is uow tVv^C\^ 
o/ir. Ta-kcep the-rCovcmnX^\i«t> >& 
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as I have proved to keep the (igo. 

And now confider (eriouily, how pla 
and eafie afcn^e this isl have of the word 
/ wiil Efiablijh nty Covenant hitvpeen ma a» 
thee^ and tly Seed after thee-i bctmin n 
the Lord, andthe^ tibx^^m^ and thy Sec 
Ifaac in the Letter and Spirit, to bi a d 
to thee Abraham^ and to thy Sttd after tbi 
IJaac in the Letter and Spirit Jittd I w. 
give to thee Abrahaoi) and to thy SiodJfas 
in thcvLetter and Spirit, all the Land \ 
vphich thoH art a Stranoer. Evcniihe £kp 
cf dnaan in the Letter to JJaa€% in:x\ 
Letter, and the- World the u hole Wdr 
in the Spirit and Myfterys to ifaac*m tl 
Myfteiy, and therefofe thou ^^r^ili^ifM ar 
thy Seed {^Ifaac in the Letter and Spiril 
Ihall keep [t\\t fign of] ray Covenan 
(But) tht^ is [jhc fi^ no fl^ my Covenant trini 
ye which are now here, thou j^hraham ar 
Jlhmae! thy Son according to the Flefli, ac 
tlie reft of thy Houfhold here which ftar 
for all the Seed according totheFlefh as f 
Thi^ is [the fign of 3 my Covenant which y 
for voir part, fhall keep Eas a fign of tl 
Covenant I have made between me and y 
arfd thy Seed Ifaac the Seed of the Promif 
and not of the FIcfli] every Mawchild i 
rff09fg y$H tye the Natural Family and Ca 
nal 5c^dJ jfe^W ie GrcwwiftdU Kroc 
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yon^ hedochnotfay among the Seed} The 
Seed is to keep the Covenant in a fsgnverfe 
the 9th. but the Natural Family only are to 
keep it in this fign^ in Circumcifioo ^ Thou 
jhalt keef my Covenant therefrre [in the fign 
of it3 tifou and thy Sefd \ f But) this i$ rpy 
Cevenant which ye fini kiep^ &c. Every 
Man-child.(hall be Circumcifod. . 

Ay, Tay you, but in the fign of it is your 
Addition only. Not fo fay U it is but my 
Explication according to the Scripture,- Ay, 
but when God did tell Abraham^ Thonfl^ah 
kgef tny Covenant therefore thou and thy Seedy 
jiad.. 00 more ( fay yoa) been added, : ^f^bra- 
ham could never nave undcrftood that God 
intended hereby, -this Covenant was to be 
obferved in any csternal fign ; true, fay f , 
had not God explained his meaning) jihra- 
ham might wdi have doubted of it.; but 
why doubt you ? Since mpre isaddfid^ and 
in what is added, God explains himfclf, 
and fhews that, by keeping the Covenant, 
he meant keeping the. fign of it.* Ay., but 
^ a fign is a comcioh feparable accident. to a 
Covenant (in general)) weU, but it>isnct : 
fo to this (in fpedal i) Oth^r GoY^nai^ts ) 
. h^ve been ("you fayj without « ."fign v ^^ [ 
. to be furC) in this* a fign is made lidccfTary \ ^ 
Foe to keep the Covenant is to kee^ ttie 
%^* Ay, J&y yoUr but\e. %J^.^?Si&:1!^-^ 
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of Gemfis which is no more to purpofe then 
the 6rft, and then 1 will anfwer what elf^ 
yoilhave to fay. Ycs^ very likely^ as you 
have what is already faidy and if I will 
throw. away my weapons you will fight me. 
Jn fine, what (fay you^ fo important an 
ordinance to depend on confequence from 
an Old Teftament Text ! Ves ( fay I) and 
on the confcquence of this Old Teftament 
Text depends all the NeW Teftament Do- 
drine of our Inheritance and Heirfhip , '■ See 
Gal: i, . -^v/ '.y. 

Andtiow, Dear Sir^ is there not a wordi^ 
not a fyilable (as youexprefs it^ in theu^rK. 
of LViilgf/f, that tne Spirituai Seed of Ahra- 
ham are t6 keep the (Covenant in the fign of 
it? Have not I proved the Seed here is /- 
yk^c in ^he Spirit Principally ? doth not God 
diftinguidi between ye and thy Seed ? is not 
Circumcifion enjoyned only on the natural 
Carnal Family of /Abraham in the term ye 
as it is diftinguilhrd from the Seed ? is not 
the fame the fubjeft in the. Obligation in the 
9th.:verJes, that is in the Promife Spiritual 
in ihe .7th. and temporal in the 8th. you 
ttnnot'deny it, if ybu read the Text. If 
you 4efigci me any fatisfat^ton, it muft not 
be by blending and confoonding things that 
idificr^ nor by common placing and kcep- 
dngv/fjingenctzhy but >jou tcvvi^ ccrcwi,>a:^ 
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dofc to the matter^ and (hew whythe»fub- 
jefl in the general Obligation verfe the 9Ch. 
is, in all refppdks the fame with that in the 
Promifc, bo:h the Temporal an4 the Spi- 
ritual, but the fubjeds of the .Obligation to 
Circumcidon in; particular, which is in the 
icth. is altered. It is not there thou and 
thy Seed as all along before, but CyO ^^ 
n>0 is in the Letter jibrahamf and thofe 
then with him there : But Ifaac was not 
there> he was the Promifed, Sped,. , . Agaip, 
why doth God diftinguifti CjKDiifrofn t^ 
Seed \ between me and ye^ ^iffdt^tkji.Seedt 
In iine^ why all along in tht iPth.aitd 1 rth> 
verfes, both in the ignpofitilptiig Cit^umci? 
fion, atid \xi the .inticnatioi> (|& lA^. ^ and 
ufe of it, the I loly G ha^ ^hv-i^' a ner 
ftnftive term, ami- n^ver meritiiw? llkc%^4 
, but^f, ye JhaUkefp &c. and ir jhall^^a tp: 
ken between me and ye ; He faith not thy 
Seed (hall keep it, &c, nor that it (hall be 
a token to the Seed ; He faith^thy Seed fhall 
keep the Covenant in a fign, b. t doth not 
fay that they (hall keep the Covenant in this 
fign; They muft keep a fign bsit not this 
fign. Clcarupthefeque{l:ions ind you do 
fomething, and withoit it all is nothir.g. 

Thus I have briefly ftatcd the iffues on 
which the thing in Conrroverfi/betvveetv vv<i 
now depends^ and Ihave au?^wcxt^LNw^^ ^^ 
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jedions, and am bold to fay again that I 
have done it with the candour and fairnefs 
that becomes a feeker of truth. I mince 
not what you fay ; I raife na' daft to hide 
your ftrength, -or blind the eyes of a Party. 
1 do not frigliten yoVi with the threatnings 
on diminutions of Scripture ^ as you do me 
with thofe on Additions ^ fuch common 
placing here is out of place, and is fooling. 
I tove not Tragical Declamations inftead of 
Argameotation. Nor yet am 1 by noife and 
febmoor an^f haimgnes of words which 
take wirh tbr j^c^e, but not with the wife, 
to be ditcrted nom parfaing advantages. 
Itmowwhencl^nchyou') and yet 1 hate 
to cry ytS&tid white ttie lield'i^ difputing. 
lam atoveiTof piainneft; as well as a feeK* 
fr of jH truth, and therefore ufe as little 
Artifice in arguing, as I do in^Profefling 
fny fcif, 



pMiT 14. i68a* 

Dear Sir 

Tour Reul Frh^d 

R. B. 
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The Fonrib andLoH Letter^ 



IN yoor firmer Letter oi;;&pf tfiw^^crlhe 
29tb. youtpid me, S^that ike words 
^^ in the i7tb. of bitfijt^h^ [Thorn 
^^(half l^ep mf Cev^jfkmjherefinFe thoH 
^^ and thySeedf ^c.3 do^^iKHtbkr exprefts 
<^ nor gi^e any dJe l<i|ai^ihci«Mti6n of any 
^ rignatalltfi8t€tod intendedtftMdl>eiAii- ' 
** nexed unto Ac Covenant, &c.» ftr thera 
^^ God commands Abraham to keep the 
** Covenant in General Terms only, and 
^^ dotb.not fay thou fhalt keep my Cove- 
** nant' in the fign of it, that being f fay 
youj my Addition only, &c. But in thit 
of Decemhtr the ?5th. which I Received 
the 20th. you tell ine, that as far as yoa 
can diiceroi Cod fpeaks but of one fign in 
^^r^ verfes, fwt,. 9. 10] Now, how I 
pray you can he fpeak ot ont G/^jv \^ fcotW 
vcriksy if (as you coipm^>j ^^ttcv^^^^*^ 
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{peaks nothing in the lead of any fign at all 
in cne of them ? who is it now (to ufe your 
own ExpreffionsJ that is Dazlcd ? that 
fees or faw one for two-, and two for one? 
and yet:, all "you fay is Dcmonftratipn, 'tis 
Sohd, Scriptural, SuWlantial, and£kll Ifay 
is Chymera's, Contradiftions , unproved 
Diftates, &c. Really Dear Sir, fome grains . 
of Modefly u ould do no hurt \ It would ar 
leaft fcrve to make your Aheratiims more 
cxcufiblc. 

But the formtry is not the only Toim 
(though mind, it be one of the two Ifliics 
on which the whole between us, moft de- 
termine, ) in which you are fo fliffery \ you 
are as miich fo in another, and that the fe- 
cond Jfluc ; for in your Former Letters> aH 
a long, you undcrftand by the SpirituafSeed 
as I do, and as you ought, (viz. )j Chrift 
^ad Beii-ving Gentiles (to whom happily, 
you add Believing 7eM?/,) or Chrift My fti- 
cal reprefeutcd in Ifaac^ and indeed, with- 
out a fofcer place in ones head than I am 
willing to believe you have, it is impofli-- 
blc, fcrioufly, to take it otherwife •, for 
'tis [jn Ifaac thy Seed ftjall be called \] not 
Cthy Seed ihail be called 7/4^ J And yet> 
ih your Letter mw you take the Spiritual 
Seed for Jfjiac*s Perfon ; A fence of the 
Spj'r taal Seed againft fence \ ^ot Vt \$ ll^z 
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in the Spirit only that is the Spiritual Seed, 
and Ifaac irxthc Spirit, is Chrift Myftical •, 
For fo the Apoftlc C^;/^ to thy Seed which 
is ChriflS} It is true, Ifaac was a Myftical 
Perfoi\as he was a Type and Figure; ;bgt * 
if you mean but that by Kis being the,.Spi« ^ 
ritual Seed, Qthathewas thcSeedof Abta" 
ham^ and was a Myftical Perfon,J th^a /- 
faac was no more the Spiritual Seed then 
Jjhmael ^ Jflimael being as much the Seed of ^ 
j^brahojtty and as raucn a Myftical and Tyi- ^ 
pica! perfon as Jfaac •, Jfiimael a Type and 
Figure of the Legal Carnal Seed) as Jfaac ^ 
or the Believing Evangelical Seed j The 
former reprefcnting the Jews, the latter 
Chrift and Believing Gtntiles, OrJy,^ as 
Jjkmael to be a Type and Figure of the Car- 
nal Le^alSccdj was to be born after the 
Hefh^ according to the Rule and Law of 
Generation in Nature *, So Ifaac to be a 
Type and Figure of the Spiritual Evange- 
lical Seed Q wnp were to be bom not of bloods, 
nor of the mil of the FUP^^ nor of the wiUof 

Man^ bia of God2 ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^f" ^^^^^ 
the Spirit'^ (viz..) by the power of God 
according to and in performance of 4)is Pro^ 
mife (made) to Abraham^ -And to be bor?$ 
after the Spirit, with refpcO to Ifaac, is 
not (as happily, you may *concevva \<N v.^ 
be Regenerated atvi new bo\tv S^vtSxxi^'^^ 
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but to be bora as to his natural Perfon not a$ 
Ijlmail was, in the ordinary courfe of Na- 
ture by meer Carnal Coition j but by Pro- 
mife 9 in a fiipernatoiral way , above the 
^ Rules 004 (*awes and Powers of Nature, 
^ by Aldf^hty Power AflSfting ; even when 
it had ceafed fas the Scripture telis us) to . 
be with Sitr^ after the manner of Wo- 
meo, and when Abraham Himfelf alfo was 
old. S^GM. 4. 23, 29. what is to be by 
fr^mife in the one verfc, is to be btm after 
the S fir it in the other. To ftart then a 
fence of the Spiritual Seed which was not 
thought of before, and which were not to 
the Purpofe if a good one, is doMing } 
and a Hare is ufed to doiAUf when near run 
down. 

Had I been engaged in this controverfie 

with a man Hnfrejudiced'^ wd not with one 

who, in adherence to an opinion long ago 

Conceived and Riveted, is obliged to do 

^//things to maintain it, with one fufcepti- 

ble of Lig^t, and not with one that wtig-^ 

gles^ and winds, and turns, and atl to avoid 

It \ with one that admits of plain fence^ 

and not, with one that will not fee, that 

^ thrice one makes three ^ or, that a Cove- 

' nant between God and yoHy and thy Seed af- 

ter ehccy is a Covenant between three par- 

'/AfA Jiiy^ hadlhadthcVvQL^^Vvrf^oi^^ 
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bating and trying of it with a Pcxfon indif- 
ferent ; • and n^t the misfortune t)f being 
ingaged with one fo hugely prepoflefledt :. 
and one not very confiflient toHioifelf, or 
to his Principles^ the bu(iBe& long a|Q had ' . q^ 
been ended ^ but who can draw Uie HAtBre'^ t 
of Protetu^ or atch a Capering IVsil with 
theWifp? Lignis fdiMts] 

As to your groundlcfs, feverfc^ Provo^ 
cative RefleSUns (the which you call Xt^ 
froofs dreft up Tby all means !) in ftodyed^ ' 
clesut^ mU^ diCint^ and Otrifiian L/mm 

ne for me, if I durft allow my felf the li« 
berty you take in that kind^ and that it were 
not both undecent a|id unchriftian to fharp^ 
en m)f .Pen .too : But I am refolved not to 
gratifie yoor defi^n by any fuch intempe-> 
ranee. I can better b^r then deferve your 
Reprehenfions, and I have (I believe) too 
great AdvmttAgt in the caufe^ and in my Ar- 
gument, to marr k by fo bad Example. I 
alwayes thought it very . improper in Dc^ 
bates andGontroverfies infteadof Arguing, 
to be (as yoo Phrafe it J Cutting. He is 
»thera Ekitcher then a good Chyrargion^ 
that delights in cutting, and tearing, and 
flafliing, when there is no need of it. Sure-* 
ly, fofter words and harder ^Argji^mccc^a 
wqaU more hcame you. 
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But among all your Groundlefs Prdvo^ 
cations, none is more abfurd^ nor more 
unhandFonie then the (fHtcfy^ the Tragical 
Outcry which you raife upon a MifiiS^ of 
the Tunfcriber^ and that too but in a word, 
but in a iGCter, and without marring the 
Scncc \ [jn I fane fljall the Seed be calledr} 
viz. Qthe Seed] inftead of Qthy Seed] for 
fo in truth, it was in the Exemplar^. j)ut 
likely, on a hafty curfory review of the 
Trartfcript not altcrM, becaufe it (lood with 
the fence. But though it werq not iu the . 
Firft Exemplar Qthe Seed] but Cthy Seed,] 
and Cthe] indeed were only ^ miftake of 
him that Copyed it j yet had you repeated 
the whole Period in which it was inferted, 
(but that muft be cleanly^ meekly j decemly^ 
DifTembled for the ciufe, and that you 
might have matter to work on it would 
appear that in that place, aa4 in that man- 
ner in which the Pi^iTage was brokight in \ 
Cthc] was not imp! opcr ^ no, no more im* 
proper then C^hy.] For thus it (lands in the 
Letter was fent — *^ The Promife cverf 
•^' of Canaan (mark it) was not made ta 
*' Ifljmaely though he were Abrahams Seed 
'^ too, and then oUvc% and with him ; nor 
*^ to the Seed of Abraham that (houlil de-. 
' rive ftovnWxmh^ I^imael-i but it was made 
^^to Jfaac^ fffr in Ipwc jfertU tck^ ^«fe^ U 
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c^Ud^ and I/aac in the Letter, in the My- 
ftery is Chfift.] And who but -4rf wj if* 
even Ht with all his Hundred Eyes can fpy 
a fault here ? I, but if it cannot be fpy^d^ 
("happily) it mdy befelti for (fay you J it is 
a Palpaole Mbn/i of Scriftnrein mifrendring 
itJ] And is it fo ? buc what then, if both 
Cthe] and Qhy] too had been omitted, 
and LHis] put in f Sure the fence had ftill 
been good, ai)d the Argument good ftill, 
and the Scripture not abdfed. For Allega- 
tion and Application of Scripture, eVe!n by 
Chrift Himfelf, and by his Apoftles, who 
I believe, would not abufe it by mifren- ^ 
dring, is not (as might be manifefted jn a 
hundred Inftances^ alwayes (as yoti would *- 
bave it) to a fyllable, and iii termes ; but 
to the fence, and pretot purpofe i andfure .. 
I am, that the Seed Cof Abrdham^ flioutd 
be called in Ifaac^ is to my purpofe, and is 
tne fence of Genefis 2i,.f2. * as much as( 
ffn/. 4. 30. is to thcfeflfce of Gen. zi- to. 
and to the Apoftles Purpofe. Thus over 
fubtile .you be -, Without Difcretion^ With^^ 
out Judgment, and without Candour, and 
this 'tis to be Learned in Schoolmen^ attd US 
have luKlc John Duns (Scotus^ for dra- 
fter. But to our buftnefs. 

Whereas I had faid I have abuivd^w^^ tr 
vinccdthatby Seed in Aic qiVi* ^tt(t^ tftwS^^ 

L ^ 
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be under ftood the Spiritus^ as well as tht 
Carnal Seed ; you reply, that thft (nay he 
€4ply evinced which :fp46 n^cr controvert ek : 2 
As if it had not been in the Cootrovcriie aU 
along) and been the maiij of it, and ^cknov- 
ledged to be fo in your former Letter Cwhc- 
ther the Spiritual Seed were oieant in the 
7. 8. 9. and icth. verfes as well as the Car- 
nal ?31 and is not this tW firft iflue, in which 
ypuh^vp joyncd? Well, but whatever it 
was before, my bufmci's nor.-, asyoqaffign 
it, is to prove Xin your terms) that lUac 
(Jl^tAtenm Spiritual Sped, or (which \ think 
^ you mean, 6x njean nothing to purpofe) 
that -Jptac as he reprefcnted the' Spiir'itual 
^ed or Chrift Myftical, is meant in verfc 
tlie':9th. An4 tikis' I think 1 hayc (^ffid* 

itly 'evinced already, and that (aftpr your. 

Pf:^iPp^/it nccdcth no more Jiyi^ioni It 
b*^i^ indeed a tigurj^ of fpeakihg? c^Udi 
ii^En^UJIj a Bi^l^ to fay the' Spiritual Seed 
is rncanc as wcU as. xhe.Camal ("as you fay^ 
a^ji)ay it was nev,er controverted^) and yet, 
that the Spiritual Seed m Spiritual 19 qot. 
iijeanu for' if the Spiritual Seed* be not 
n)eant ao Spiritual, then the Carniil'^^ed 
onfy'p pnd not the SpirituariW .i^/|// '^3 thc: 
Carnal is meant. This (bonld (ujffice by 
way of Rcjpynderi But, bccaufe (ajj you 
aSriti) thisi$ a FoiiudaVioiv Wxi Wiwicv^^ t. 
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is) 'Un that ftrudurc I have raifed^ and you 
arc (b over confident ("for nature will have 
its cx)urfeO t>at I cannot prove by Scripture, 
that the Spiritual Seed /^ Spiritual^ is meant 
in the 9th. verfe ^ hefides-^ what I have 
done already in aiy former Letters, which 
(lands altogether on this foot, and which 
you have not in the.leaft reply 'd to -, and 
hefidesx that I cannot conceive if the Spiri- 
tual Seed be meant at all (as you grant it is) 
butthat.it muft be ineant as Spiritual (for 
it is yoH muft tell me, hoiip elfc, it can be 
meant',) 1 fay, befides.all this, you (hall 
have a Text, a plain Text for it. But be- 
fore I Cite the Text, 1 will a/Tunie as cer- 
tain., and agreed beiWeen.usy to make it 
come hortioy what you have ajferted very 
fully ip a farmer Letter, and alfo I have 
proved^ (vi^.) that the fame fubjeftin all 
tefpeds IS' meant in the 9th. verfe, that is in 
the 8th. ^ And taking this for granted^ I 
affirm that.the Apoftle fayes all as much as 
you would have mc to prove, when,i?^iw. 
4. 13, 16, !?• He argues in thefc;fcrms> 
Finr the Promife th^ he {viz.. Abraham) 
fljould be the heir of the World, was not to 
Abraham, or to his Seed by the L^tt, bitt 
throHgh the RighteoHJnefs of Faith -, there* 
fore it is ofFaith'^ that it might be b) gr«t, 
iff phs e;fd tluit tbt Prbmife mig;bt belwc to 

t 2 ^^ 



148 An Argument 

All the Seed -, m to that mly p^hkh ii of 
the Law 9 but to that alfo which is of the faith 
of Abraham, fciearly implying, the Pro- 
mife would not have been lure to all the 
Seed, if it had not been fo to koth Seeds.3 
whoss the Father of Us ail. But to apply 
the Text. Either the Promife made to /- 
faac (for in Ifaac Abrahams Seed is called,) 
was made to him, and fo the Obligation lay 
upon him qstatenfu^ as he reprefented the 
Seed of the Faith of jihraham \ or it was 
made to him, and fo the Obligation lay up- 
on him /t^ not rcprefenting that Seed : If 
you fay the Promife was made to him, and 
fo the Obligation hyxvpon him quateniuy as 
he reprefented the Seed of the Faith of 
jlbraham^ then it was made to him, and 
the Obligation lay upon him quatenusj as he 
reprefented the SpirituafSeed ; for the feed 
of the Faith of Abraham is the Spiritaal 
Seed ', but if you fay the Promife was made 
to Ifaac ^ and fo the Obligation lay upon 
him ^ in hisownPerfon only, or ovXyras 
the Legal either mere Carnal or believing 
feed defcendcd from him, then the Promife 
is not fureto #f//the feed, not to the Seed 
of the Faith of Abraham under the Goffel^ 
becaofe this feed then, is not Entituled to 
it/ts feed, for it is in Ifaac that Abrahams 
feed 4S called, according to Oen* x\ . ^tA 



for Infants !Baptifm. 145^ 

fi the Afofile{yj\io makes good their Title 
as jibrahams feed) and cx)nfequently as 
they were in Ifaac^ was really out of the 
right, if yoH be in it. 

But I have mentioned a Conceffion of 
yours in a Former Letter', and make ufe of 
it ; leaft therefore you either fhould forget 
it^ or (hould by fome Evafion which I can- 
not think of Elevate t\it force of it^ and fo 
Create me new trouble hereafter, I will 
cite the pafTage now, but with this pre- 
caution, that I db not fay you underftand 
frecifely the fame! perfons as I do, to be in- 
tended in the 8th. and 9th. and toth» vcr- 
fes, but I fay you grant there-^ and there 
make much of it, that the fame perfons or 
fubjeAs (be they what they will,) are to 
be under ftood as meant in the 9 th. and loth, 
'verfcSf which are fo in the 8th. For 6y 
you C" God having promifed in the 8th. . ' 
'*" verfe to give unto Abraham^ and to hiii 
*' Seed after him the Land wherein he w^s 
^' then a ftranger , even all the Land of 
^^ Canaan for an Everlafting PoiTeflion, and 
^* to be their God. In the very next verfe 
*^ he is pleafed to proceed to declare the 
*' IncHmbence now to be fattened on them 
upon the forememioned account'^ &c.] So 
that yoH grant, the fame perfons are under 
the IncHmence and Obligaxxm ^'aX ^x^ \xcw- 
. . L 3 ^« 
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der the Pramife^ and are fo in the fame rc-^ 
fpeft, as being in the Obligation upon ac- 
count of their being in the Prornife^ and 
the y^p/ffile is plain, that the Promife is to 
Abraham and to aS his Seed , the Seed 
which is of the Faith of jibraham^ or the . 
believing Cemiley as well as the Seed which 
is of the Law, or the Natural Jew ; And 
1 fhould think the Apoftles Authority las 
good as any. And now, Yis a proper time 
to anfwer yodr qHefiiort^ and to tell what 
Authors I follow, why, you fee, they are 
Scriptural ones, fuch as Paul &c. the fimc 
Authors the firft Reformers followed'^ and 
the fame your PredeceflTors pretended to fol- 
io v. 

This is the proof I have that Jfaac in the 
Spirit, or Ifaac as he Reprefehted Chrifi: 
Myftical , and [b the believing Gentiles^ 
j[j meant in Gen. 17. 9. Againft which, \ou 
offer me again vohat in effeft, I have baffled 
over and over. But becaufe it may afibrd 
me a rife of mere exprefs declaring what 
I have faid formerly, and alfo of adding 
fomething which I had not fuch occafion to 
produce before, I (hall confider it again. 

You fay then, " that Ifaac in the Spirit, 
^^ or the oelieving Gentiles cannot be un- 
^ dadood by the Seed Viv iVc s^^- ^w^^^ 
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** becaufe the Seed there riichtioned, is fir* 
*^ P^^Ify commanded in the i oth. to be Cir- 
^ cumcifedO Which (fay I) is. In efFcft^ 
to fay it Is fo, becatife it is fo. To con- 
ceive the force of which Reply, as well as 
of your Reafon, I muft have Icp.ve to en*^ 
ter into the State of Matters, aS at prefent' 
they do ftand between us. 

The $th. verft is the parting point. You 
argue that the Seed in the 9th. verfe, [Thoa 
(ijatt keep my Covenant therefore ThoH and 
thy Seed'} cannot be underftood of the Spi- 
ritual Seed, Cbelicving Gentiles-^'] bccaufe 
that Seed which is in the 9th. verfe, is (fay 
you J cxprtfly commanded in the loth. to^ 
htCircumcifed'^ and that rW is the meah-# 
ing of ^efing the Covenant in verfe the 9th. 
I on the contrary, argue that the Obli^ati^ 
€n in the 9th. verfe, caniiot be underftood 
Dtterminatety^ and particularly of CircHm- 1 
qifiony bccaufe thefabjcOrof f>is the fame^ 
Seed to whom the Promife is made ; name- 
ly, /^// the Seed, and Circumcifion w^s ^ 
not competent to all \ and that therefore 
[ye7\ in the icth. verfe, on which the Ob^- 
ligation to.be Circumcifed is laid, cannot 
poflTibly include the5<f^asin the pth, verfe, 
thii is the true 5f^f. ^ 

For you therefore to take for granted 
that the Seed mentioned lu ttvc tj^; 'WsSx^ 
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is included in CvO in the loth. is a thing lb 

^ mean and piti^lv that in EngUjhy it is cal- 
led Be^ifigi Begging the queftfon) for this 
is one of the Points in ^i^/w» between us : 
But to afBrm that the Seed in the 9th. verfe^ 
isexprefly commanded in the icth. to l)e 

^ Circumcifed, is worfe-t forinexprefstermsf 
it is not Cthis is the Covenant which thoa 
and thy Seed fhall keep^ bat Qhis is the 
Covenant which ye fhall keep,3 and what 

f is meant by Qye] whether yibraham and the 
Seed mentioned before in verfe the 9th. oi* 
only He and Ifhrnael-^ and the other perfons ^ 
then prefent at the Inftitution of Circumd- 
fion, which God fhould fpeak to, is the 

\ gueftipn* 

I do confefs, the Gramnuir of the Text 
would have carried it well enough for your 
fence , and it would have run fmoothly, 
{ThoH fl)alp kfef m Covenant thereforej thou 

J and thy Seed \ This is the Cavenant which 

ye fljall keep2 if it had not pleafed God to 

add [^between me and you^ artd thy S e ed af- 

jer thee ;1 B ut V et even then 1 could not ea- 

fily have underftpod how ^ny of the Seed 

< could be excufed from Circun^cifion. ' But 

thatihcn'i had been the only difficulty^ but 

row there is another^ and no fmall one ^ for 

.Cod himfcif Difiinguijhing in the 10th. 

/.vcrfCf between yon audlVvN Seeirftetthec* 
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[This is the Covtnam which you Jhall keep be-- ^ 
fWeen me and you, and thy Seed after thec;]] 
and thy Seed after thee in the loth. verfe> 
i)cing in all refpefts the fame exprfffion^ 
without any the leaft alteration, with that ^ 
in the 9th, and that alfo in one continued 
Speech, and confequently fignifying the 
hmtfubjeHsvci all refpedlrs, what is plainer ^ 
then that this difiinSlion mxA be a -^^^ to 
the whole Text, and that to open the Text 
in any wayes without this^ will not be to un- 
lock, but force it. ^ 
And this DtftinSlion ii>decd is that which 

?)inches and amazes you, and makes you 
bconfufed that you fcarce kno\^ what you 
fay, for in o«f place you fay it refolutely, 
^' that there is mfnch DifiinElion hik of my 
*' making \ but inanothtry with greater mc- 
defty, you fay, that as appears to yon, God 
doth not diftinguijh the Qyc] from the Seed 
in the beginning of the loth. verfe, except 
as one was prefent^ the other Future] And 
what is all this? but that he doth diftinguifb 
and that he doth not, and that he doth not 
diftinguifb except as he doth diftinguifb, 
and that as iftuch as can hi: diftinguifhed, 
(viz..) as one from many, and'prcfent per- 
fons from future, ah ! ; Dear Sir you feem a 
little jinfett led j and therefore it is time to 
give over. • 
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But happily^ I go too fall, and you will 

tell me that as you faid, that no fuch di- 

ftinOion is but of my making , foyoagave 

a reafori for faying it, (viz.) T hat rfce 

termes of every diflinElion miiil be (fpdfite^ 

elfe it is no dijiin^ion j] And there is L#- 

gick^ f<*r me : And fweet Sir for this' I thaf^ 

you Cthat thcjre is no diftinftion but where 

pppofition ,] It is new, a new Light in Lo- 

gick '^ Former Logicians f poor dark men, 

they ) never faw it, one of them, and he 

no fmali one neither. Dully tells us, that 

Diyerfity is cither DifKndlion or Oppofiti- 

on ; and not one of them {to blind they 

he) but would tell, chat Difparatcs are di- 

ftinft, and are not oppofites •, And indeed 

Dear Sir your Hearty and Tongne j and 

Hufid^ are things diftinft, but (I hope) not 

Oppofites ; Either other Logicians (all of 

them J are out of their Element ; or you, 

yet, Good Sir not come into it. 

*»A/elU but however you exprefs it, your 
meaning may be good, ye, arid thy Seed. 
may beconjoyned in one party in the Ob- 
ligation, as y jii fay they arc, though by 
the way, to b^ conjoyned, they^ in rhem- 
fclves, muft be diitioch But what you add, 
, is neither good nor true j (yiz^,') ^^ That 
^^ the Seedvfhich T'vgm^.d m^k^ a Member 
^^ of the Dijiirichion-^ i& a Jclf CTeAteAtcYnv\ 
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fo you fay, but mean (I think J a Cf eatarc 
of mine'. But I afllirc you 'tis not fo ; I 
am no Creator ^ I added not thefc termidi 
[Jbettveefi me and yoH^ and thy Seed Q they 
are the Holy Spirits, and not mine, and 
feem even at firft fight, to impiv a diilinflii- 
oil oi parties f as well as of per Jons ^ and to 
found as if the Covenant were Tripartite j 
but yet, as I love not skirmifhing Tor words 
only, call them two parties, or thrre par- 
ties, or four parties if you will, provided 
you diftinguiffi between God and yifii% and 
thy Seed, and do not make yon and thy Seed 
afl one things, as well as all one partyj I 
affiirc you it (hall break no fquares. 

But by occafion of your direfting me 
linto the fecond and fourth verfcs of the 
i7th. of Gen. to prove the Covenant 5/* 
partite •, give me leave to obfervc to you, 
^and in the Obfervation to imply an An- 
fwer,) jthat Abraham^ as Ik is the fubjcdk 
in the Promifes in the whole tranfaQion be- 
tween God and him, doth in diver fe places. 
Undergo a diver fe confideration, be i$ confi- 
dercd two waves ^ Firft, he is confidered 
fingly by himfelf, and in his own Pei-fpn, 
ana foheis tranfafted with, and Promifes 
are made to him, vcrfes 2. 4, 5, 6. [4 will 
rkakje my Covenant between, me and tK<tt.^ vx^ 

Gtuenant is ^/>/;'thee ', Tby N^me ^«iVl x)* 

no 



I 5 ($ Jn Argument 



m more Abram-i but Abraham^ I will maki 
thee many NatiomJ} In all thefe a G>ve- 
nant is made with Abraham'^ as he is con* 
fidercd fingly, and in his own Perfon ; with- 
out any mention of his Seed, or any con- 
cernment of them. But then fecondly, he 
is confidercd joint ly-^ as concerned with his 
Seed, and fo, he is tranfaded with, tnd 
proniifes are made and ratified to him in 
the 7th. and 8th. verfes^ [^and ImHEfia- 
blijl} my Covenant, between me and thee, and 
thy Seed after thee-^ &c. and I mSgive un- 
to thee J and to thy Seed after thee^, the Land 
in which thou art a Stranger ] Now^he Co- 
venant as made with Abraham Hngly^ is 
bipartite '^ but as niade with Abraham as 
be is joy ncd. with his Seed, it is Tripartite \ 
{ox l\\ctc ^ new party -i or (which is as much 
as I faid I would contend for, or be under- 
ftood to mean j a new, another Perfon is 
taken in. Again, ^s Abraham h^d under- 
gone a double confideration in the Cove- 

'nant or Promife, and was tranfaftcd with-, 
both fngly in his own Perfon, and dlCo joint- 
ly with his Seed ; So anfwerably, in the 
general Obligation verfe the 9th, he is ex- 
prcfly and in terms made the fubjeft of it, 
both fa^ly by himfclf, and alfo as joyned 
with the Seed ; [Thou Jhalt keep my Cove- 

j^au therefore y\ there \vc \s t\x\^^ \ ^bo*c 
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and thy Seed after thee in their Generations^ 
there he is joyned : So exaft it pleares God 
to be, even in termes, in adjufting of the 
fubjeds in the Promije and Obligation, and 
in making of them Anfwering ; All td 
{hew, that thofe that are included in the 
one, are equally implyed in the other-, and 
that by the fame account and confideration, 
by which any lay their claim to the former ^ 
by the very fame confiderationy and on the 
fame account they come under the tyes of 
the Latter. Qn the whole, it is not fbab-' ' 
furd if duly weighed, to fay (^which yet I 
do not perettiptorily fay) that in that part- 
of the Covenant in which jibraham is joyn^ 
ed with the Seed> ke (hould fiand for his^' 
natural pofterity^, as there the Seed doth for 
Chrifi Myftieal : And fo much the Text 
you Cite, namely, Gen. 9. 9^ ii, i?. Im^ 
plyes> (viz..) that the Parents reprefcnt and 
ftand for their Children ; though in other 
Refpeds> that Text is no wayes Parallel to 
this. Gen. 17. ip. nor fervcs your pur- 
pofe ; For there it is [between me and yon, 
and yoar Seed^ but here {^between me and 
you, and thy Seed^ not your Seed-i^ and 
you have told me, that on every point of 
the I^w, Mountains of fence do hang. 

I have proved the DiftinGioft t.beL'^'t^xv 
God and you^ and thy Sccdr\ to V)c^«5^^*: 
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and in profpeft that I might )>fi able to do 
fO) yea have provided me an ISxplicatf on ; 
which is, ^' that when God fatfb) {Thif 
^^,ismy Covenant vphich ye Jhallktff betvpem 
*^ nte and you] in your Opinipo^ it can be 
^'uridcrftood no other wife then thus, [bt- 
*^ meen me and ypu] that is, beCAyec/i me 
*' and thou Abraham^ together with thy 
^\ Son Ifl}maely and the reft of the Family 
*^ now prefent with thee •, And potonly be- 
** tween me and you now prefent'^ but be- 
^* tween me and yon , and thy Seed after 
*J thee before expreffed.] But oh ! fweet 
Sir rccolleft a little here, for I fear, you do, 
miftake your fclf ', Thefe arc the very 
words of the Paraphrafe, the Mizmazc 
> Paraphrafe ; Howevjcr, it makes me hope 
we (hall agree at laft, your off's and on s, 
and on s and ofF's ^rc good figne^ of it. 
No fay you, ftop there •, For thy Sfed.after 
thee in the f)ih. verfe^ is included in the firfi 
Cy^D of the lot b. 'verfe-i'} But how f fay \) 
can that be, if it be excluded the fecond ^ 
from which in the loth, it is diftingui/h- 
ed ? But to prcfs you the more, I ask you, 
doth not in your opinion, £thy Seed in the 
9th. verfe.] Include the Prefent as well as 
Future Seed ? You tell me it doth, clfc 
how cam^ Jflmuel under the Duty/ I ask 
^gahy doth not the,ji>]l >jc (ot .^^qnJ^ v\ 
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*'he 10th- verfe, in your Opinion include 
the Seed in the 9th. ? you tell mc it doth. 
I ask further, doth not the fecond Cyou^ 
in the lOfh. vcrfe fignific the fame with tjie 
firft [^ye or you ?] nere you muft be at a 

ftand, for if the J?r/^ you Qor y^D include 
the Seed Prefent and Future, and the.£[y 
rWQyou] ^o fignifie the fame as the fir(t, 
then the fc^nd L>^m3 nnu|(l: include ttic Fix- 
ture Seed as well as f hf P^eCcnt, and fo th^ 
gdditidn toij; tpf thy'Sefd)tfpcr theel mu^ ^ 
be fm ^o w j and wji^f e tpen, will Be thp ^ 
Mounf5T5^ 01 fepc^ Jiapging on that wprd^ 
Biit on xhe other hapjl, if you fay the fc* ^ 
cQn4X.yM} ^^^^ dgni^^ihc prefent Faoii?- 
jy only, ' and the ^r^ vqu Coj^ ye] the F^^ 
mily both Prefent ana Future, you maK^ 
(jic Scriptujre unintelligible^ and God np( 
only to (peak amt>iguou(]y, but agaihfl: ^II 
the Rules of Grammar and common fpca|c- 
ingi ^n4 againft .good fence , to make a 
Promme pemonflrative not to Demonftrate, 
and thougfi ttanding in Coherence and Re- 
lation, yet not to Cohere, not to Relate. 
This u tny Covenant which you Qor ye J Jhall 
keep between me and you ; What you I pray 
iiow bat the Firft f Tcit that are to keep the 
Covenant, ar^ to keep it between me and 
yoH. To . take the firfi ypu [ox ycl i^ 
tome Pcr[on$ y and the jccpwd ^ox o'C^^x^^ 
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is nonfenficat : Both (landing plaifily (ot 
the fame, and therefore if Qbet^pca me 
and ^011^ be as you fav, [[between me and 
thee Jbrahamy and Ijtjmaely and the f^^of 
the Family here preferlQ the firft you \ot 
ye^ muft oe underftood of thcfrt too j and. 
that's the whole of the Paraphrafe,- / '' [ 
However^ lam glad you have found the ■ 
frejem Family fpoken to any where in the ' 
Text, for that granted, I think my fence 
above exception^ and that it will lye eved 
with all that goes before, and aU Ol&t fol^ 
iowes after ; Taking [thy Seed iifttr the$\ 

' for IfMc in the Letter and Spnit in aU the 
Verfes : / ^iU Eftablijh mCrOemmt benPeffii; 
me and thee^ and thy 5ecd ', / t^ill' jgivH^if 
thee arid thy 5ccd \ Thou Jhab kfeb nrj Qf^ 
venom therefore'^ than and thy 5eea. '^H^ . 
is the Covenant which yod Jhaf keep Cflpcak- ! 
ing to the prefent Family^ jibraham being • 
there] between me and ybu, 'and thy '5cc4 ' 

. after thee, Qdafting his feyc on jtHr^diiim!)^ 

Before I leave thi^ point, t amta mi^' 
you of a bold Abiife yoq pV upori' hiei\ 
when you intimate as my Qprnion) tha( 
Baptifm is immediately intended in the 9^1. 
vcrfc, whereas (you know) I have ^old you 
ten times over^ that I undctftand the keep- 
/ng of the Covenant tVictt ^tntrdVj^ vst: 
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keeping of it io the fign of it f whatever 
the fign at any time be,) and not particular^ 
ly and Jeterminatefyj for. keeping of it im- 
mediately either in Circumcifion, or iii Bap'- 
tifm; Indeed in that moment) when the ge- 
neral Obfiigation was impofed of keeping 
the dffij neither Baptifm nor Circumcifion 
in fdriiciiUr was yet Inftituted *, Though 
Circumdfion was, in the very next Mo- 
ment. I confefs, liad the keeping of the 
Covenant in the (ign of it, which is the du- 
ty injoyn^d in the 9th. verfe, been a kecp« 
ing of it particHlarly and Determinate! y, 
in either Baptifm or Circumcifion y Then 
(as yoD objea))xither Abraham muft have 
been M^^iz^ed^ if Baptifm had been intend* 
cd particularly \ or elfe, Ifaac in the spi- 
rit Lthe believing Genfj^if the true Sprtri«> 
toal Seedl muft nave \ka\CircHiM:$jlid, if 
Circumcilion had imniediately and particu- 
larly been meant : But that term being un- 
dcrftood but generally zvyi indeterminately ; 
.^ir^lbiMi and nis Seed are only obliged by 
tr to keep the Covenant in j^^m fign ; In that 
(ign XaffiSivelVf wh'uk mould be the fign 
of their Refpe^^ve times y And thus jibra- 
ham did keep it in Circumcifion^ the fign 
in his time ; And fo did Jjfaac in the Let- 
ter^, as the Natural 0£P*fpring of Jbraham-i 
iu tbc (ign that then was 1 But S^vrccosX U 
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fa^c (or Ac bdievitjg <jmi7w)«WtiW not 

Keep it in JS^c tfgn their -jTh^ tibt having 

'beirr^ theut and (b ho i^articQl^ figh • was 

ordaiped for ihcm ^hen-^ bqt wh% ever 

they fhould be, They (beiiig the Seed of 

j^braham^ are tyed by the :(i>bUgatioa 

t:v(*i*Ic the gth 3 to klJcp the Ov^nt in 

thefignof rt, t//x.. in that fign Whidilhen 

thciuld be Cthc figh^; when thdy- beeame 

'-Seed. . ' ■ ^ 

"'^^Ahd on this bccafion it may Mt- beMnir- 

tcdto be noted, that though yjCi^if ts' \in 

<>^\\ 'perfon, as a Natural Dcfof^ndttntr'Of 

^ISi^aha/pjy wasGi«:ameifed^ as in that Oik 

•feclty he ought to be ; yet fbfelrtg>t<>(ih 

"ffSifithePerfonof MrahamsSp\tit»2A Sud^ 

'tSftiJtt^the Myitery to'ftand fiir-^hd-bc a 

.TOe t>f that Sdia;\^hfclvis of* chfe ja* 

tvas'the Typc'ifed^ Fig«re <rf"'ilhei«e^ 
'V^idi w'as of theLaw,/ freferft tt di^' to- 
. A...;.. .-► ^^ '(^ttijiiia^f CiiyflMei*- 



;acif|!icd to be the fi^ 5F the ttfgrf«eiidi 
' /[hmael was pne^ tfiofethat God^dMlQJe^ 
to ^evety Mmi<.htU'iinm£ yt^^ 
Cin^tfncifed'^ but //iii^ wa^ not thcJI-ei' He 
*wivs unborn .• l^\vis Timing 6f At ItritfHfH- 
*tion fhpuld bcpJf foitie TignifiGilicy. ' ^ ' 

To this I add; for greater HdnflnAfiin 
of the- Holy Mv^pt.'«j^ >S^«fc4M^fctlft iwafo/ 
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pn>tMrtating of ihejPrQhiHes in the Letter^ * 
to ilieSeba of Marokiam as it did derive by ■• 
Jfiiac,^ was Myfticdl \ And (hewod^ that 
ag alt^tM Promiles' of God are jt^i and 
Amen in cyifty ib that Chriftians and troe 
BdiMiers are in himi. the true Inheritors of 
the'Promife^ in the Spiritual meaning of it^ 
aftdindeed> why elfe, ihould the ^d be 
caiied in Ifdoc^ Gen. 21. 12. wefe itnoc 
for^Myftery P-'^For if by Sctiiy^thtre is 
meant (as-in the Letter it is^ only^thle^CSir^ 
nd^eid^ one woUtd thinks it (hould have 
beeii m^e fr^per to have called it in Ifimael'^ 
tho Type and Figure of that Seed) than in 
^f!Mr^who reprefentdd Armher^ and ./« in- 
deed it Would have^been/ if but the Carnal 
Aed had been called inlfaacf with^tany 
Rj^afciot^ mf Mpc& at all unco the S^piri^ 
iMy' Htre airo*tt may noc be improper to 
iMd^i the difierenee in the {ttctA Blef- 
(fbi^wliieh itpleafed Ood caconfepr bn Ijh- 
mn^wailfifkc^ €Mi 17. 191 20, 21. no 
iibcnttion-irrtbeleaftof any Serein the Blef- 
■fiOgti Ifiimadi sis&api in the frukfohiefs 
- isjprbriiifed to himr t&re be aaimpUcafion 
of Children, but ht rhat of Ifdac^ there is 
mention of^ Seed ^ The Covenant is Efta- 
falifhed with him,; ^ with his ^eedA^tx 
hittj r •As if difc te»m Seed vi»^l^v^^ 

M 2 ^^^ 
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^nd Spiifitdal) and did ji6t^hly dgoifie Na^ 
%alChUdreiH butSpiHcual tlfo. judge 
no^-i whether Jfiuie be. noty both ia the 
PromifC) and in the Obligation too> to be 
confidered as he reprefeiits the bcHeving 
Gem/eu the true SpiritoaliScedi . 

All that 1 have ofTetrd hither tOy is^xui 00- 
cafion of your firji Reafan to evince^ that 
Jfaat in the Spirit, ox^lfkuc^ho, repre(eot<r 
cd the Spiritual Seed-) is not intended in the 
general. Obligation verfe •the 9th. and /W 
was taken from Ifaae himfelf : I. wiU now 
proceed to the fecorfd^ (for foj do reddce 
t&ordc'r what you in feme oonfuTion have 
written without anyv) and this is from //b- 
mael'y For fayyob^ .^^k.wasnotundecthat 
K.precife notion that the .pnefient Obdigati- 
^^^onj£erfe the 9th/ umfaftnedlon faicni 
^^ (wz^'iJfnm: ) there bcng nothing. of this 
^\ nai;ui!ie meotioaed throughout the whole 
*^ Cotitcxt, bit: rathcrnM he was Defcend- 
^^ ed fcoih Abr^ih^m ajccordiiig to theEMh^ 
"far other wife Jfl^^tl.h^d been excl^ikd 
'^frorfi the Dury- thcrfc mentionedyiiwho 
^^ codld pretend nothing of any S{uritual 
^< Relation to ^brahixmi as T/^nr.idid^rjand 
'* yet it cannot bedcinyed but Iflfmaet Was 
•*iS* included therein/ is well as Jf44c.2 

But this requires tittle Anfwcr, as'run- 
mhg altogether upou W\^^ts s T^ Ifasc 
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mthi Letter is ■fM9ulind€e4'i but Ifaac in 
the Spirit prkidifgAy^i'- Again, thcre^is as 
Utde in the VhobfiCoD^Texc mcmibned of 
Chrift'y C^nd yttliuypt you will rtotojBcIude 
him too from, bdiig meant 9O asthcneis of 
t^e Obligations^imgifaftned onlfitic, as 
be rc^eferited ^^e Spiritual Seed* And i 
^s for Jflfmdelj it .was Abraham Ditty to 
Grcumdre hioHaod he CirciunCifed^him 
as he did his Slaves^ under the Notion of 
his0irff>'his Property, and not precifelyas ^ 
his Seui. And if Jjhktael himfelf was un- 
der any Obligaeion to Circumcife bis Cast 
conceive he - was, J it was as he was com- 
prehended in the y^tt^ to whom exprefly 
the coinmarld of Circumcifion was given, 
he was alfb obhged in Abraham. ^ But 
that he wasobliged to do it, as being Abra* 
hoMf-Seedi-hy vsertue of the general injun- 
Sibn, Gen. l*jw 9. I pofitiveiy deny. For ^ 
that Seed onl/,' and no other is obliged by 
vertue of the general itijun&ion there , 
which Is ^ ObjeO of the Promife before ; 
That Seedbitf^ which is in the Promife in 
verfc the 8th. is the Seed put under the du- 
ty iaverfc the gth. now Jjhmoil was farr 
enough from being the Objeft of the Pro- 
mife in verfe the 8tb. fofar, that He.iscx- 
' prcfly and in Tcrmcs excluded fto'cvv \\- \ 
Thi Scriptarc not onl^ feTj\t\«> ln\^'^^^ 

M 3 ^^^^ 
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JhaU.tliy:, Sad be caBed^ikmt aifo/i^ caft'^m. 
the BondWcmnn dfndher'Stm.farjthe Squ cf. 
this Band Woman Jhdllnioi beiHtit.witirMyi 
Son^ with Ifaac^ Gen; ; 2:1 ; . i p. Ajnd noW* 
bethink al^y how can the SjUritual Seed: as 
well as the Carnal in 'yMl:' fences that is^ 
Jfaat as Well as f^hnigtl te in the Promiic! 
and the Obtigatibn t(k>, as^you fty ttiGf l>e^ 
if Ifhmaei'yfjcrc notHetrii^c firomiie, 
nor at all in it. • :;:..<•' 5. 

And here I had dirmifled. this pointy Jxit 
that it comes into my mind^ that againff 
Abrahams (landing (* wrth Ifiimati &c.]^ 
in the bufinefs of Circpnx:ifon for his Na^j 
taral Pofterity, (which yet is ufoal in the 
Scriptures for the Fathers to do, and is.fo 
(as I noted before) in tte "^ry Covenant 
of Noid? which you mentioned \) You obi 
jeft, How thien did he receive Grcdmcifiek 
as ^ fesd of the Ri^hteonffie[s by FaitbT^ 
To which lanfwer very weU v rorthc figii 
of Qrcurndfion is Annexed to the Cove- 
nant and Promife, as now Eftablidied ;' / 
will Eftablifh my CovenoKty &c. The Pro^ 
-mife of Canaan, it was made to Abrahami 
and to his Seed before. Gen. 1 5. 7, 8. fee* 
18. but new is ftatifed and Confirmed , 
and in token of its being yi, a fign is put 
to it; So that the figning of the Covenant 
with Circumcifion, \kxci% \t\ to>&CTv o^ '\x& 
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ratificsition, was^ fealiqg, (^ the (jgnv^asT 
a iSb%I) a-Q>nfirining^of .(he Rightcoufneis 
by Aith:9. that isy ot the Reward of Rig^r 
teouihefs, or of that ic)h.eritance whfcn 
Godi for ^brahoM }>clicy{ng of his Pro- 
mifc tp him> (fo improbable^ fo unlikclyi 
and in Nature fo impoflible, (viz..)th^tnt; 
ihould have Seed as the Stars) conferred 
upon him.: For fo it mud be underftood) 
as will appear mo^ evidently from a view 
of the \vhole paflage, Gen. 15. 5, 6,7. 
for thirty we have a Relation ^ Firfif of 
Gods Prontifi^ to Ahrahamy which ^as of 
Seed asi Stars^ in tlic 5th v<rfc^ Amdttben 
SecQrtdly^ of /^brahdms belie fy and Faith iq 
that improbable Proinifc, in the beginning 
of the 6th. vcrfe, jihrah'am believed the 
Lord ; And Thirdlyy of the Reward the 
Lord gave him for that his great Faith , and 
this, J^irflj more genernUy^ in the latter 
part of the 6th. verfe^ and he accoanted it 
unto hi>n for Rigbteoufnefs \ That is, the 
Lord Rewarded him, for fo, in the Lan- 
guage of the Holy Scriptures, to account 
for Rightcoufnefs is ^ it is graciojfly to give 
a Perfon the Reward of Highteoufncfs, for 
a thing yhieh in it felf, is not compleat 
Righteoujhefs \ And then Secondly^ more 
ParticularLy^ how he Rewarded m(a> a^vl 
that is vcrfe thi 7th. b^ givVc^Vatsv io^ 

M 4 ^^^- 
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^romiTeof thcLMd iAtmdm: And in- 
deed Mr Fdkh is aocouoMl Wto 19 for 
Bighteoufncfs^ 'as *^lr4ikiiM>^wks^ti^Him \ 
Wc hav^ by Divkie Grace^'^ the Heavenly 
Inheritance for bcHeving iif €brift, as He 
the Promife of tJrt Temporal-, * ^thoogh 
not that only) for^]iC¥ing*3V)[^4r<^. ^ And 
now, why |]riipht.n<^^llhiS be,- arid vet 
Mr^iham ^ in< the bafuiefeof Cirebmcifion 
reprefeiflf his own Pbfterhy^ ; - f^ though I 
do not pofkivefy fay hi^^iil 0^«MKt the ra* 
thery bccaufe the Rc\Vtoxl fi(*in^ Let- 
ter) was Gi^asfi^ whieh' fjfiW-^^lmEi Sealed 
and Confirmed to him nprtie ^ of Cfr. 
cumcifion, put to. the i4ktiiicati6n df that 
Covenant and Promifef ^ in ^hicb' God -hsld 
before conv^ighed, andpaflcd^fP^*^ ^'-^^ 
' Thus I have pr oved^^ii^ 1 4^1ie repre- 
fented Chrift Myfticar^ cfap^ther Spiritual 
Seed, to be intended M^thf Obligation, 
verfe the 9th. but it fei^sl tttight -have fa- 
vedfomuch Ink anld Papci", fotlsitr.laftyou 
tell me piatvrty, <^ thac JAr^i^t^ md all his^ 
''Piiefcnt of Futare, Caitrtal'cJ!' Spiritual, 
^^ were conccrtied in the0|>/f^^i^tt;;wcll 
**ay in the Promife, feme way or other, 
CThat is Mfell^ in the Promifes Temporal, 
the Carnal Seed were concerned, in the 
'^^BIcfTmgs Temporal and. Spiritual, the 
'^ Believing Seed oi AhrtiotLm vj«^ cjwnt 
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^^cctDpd) andJMdi the^olil8 and the other 
^iJimd •r*4r4r/i^iyi <fay 1) *«r tbtNatth 

*^rMH ami Bplimi9g. indy : of ^jibrnhamiJi 
^imt^t^Mio'V»vc^fx^ ^ Xhc Obligationt 
<^K!^ib,dk/'dth> [^far.yott are juft, U 
^^Jm ypu nmfi: .fm:^:Mfiaksn > yon add^^ 
^^fSL e.)4x> bfrCivoiifKifiNli. for If4ac^ and 
^^4lU the beKcviiig.S'niii/ were. Circunicifed 
^< as well as //MMt/.j And whar^ Dear 
Siify .was Jf/4Mc and the believing Jevps^ the 
oviy. bdiaring Soed of. ^^if£y^ ? And 
doth JfimciSbim burfbr believing 7(nr/, and' 
not foe li^eviQg Gemilts ? I pray, recon- 
ctkyiEKiri^mlfotheApoftle) GmU 3* i4y 
15V i6w -drf^yand 4» 22. (^r. to 31. and 
^«;»f; 4« f i[S)^,n4S« ! And remember, I have 
clearly proTAlii.injtbeCorreO Copy of my 
firft Lettffv^ that ffmael and /faac are> the 
former ;th«rSeed.ttnder the Law, thelatterf 
Bclievet;sa)nderthc Gofpel. 

^^ Ay4^'Jbut ^what if I/moc ftand in the 
" OWfgfttienv vefie the 9th. for the Spiri- 
*^ tual »^ Secdr^or believing Gtntiles ^ what 
*^ then^;^ What k this to the Baptifm of In- 
^^ fantSrD> I anfwer, I. rdfcup you for a fur* 
ther aniwer to the CorreAed Copy of my 
firft Letter ; There you may plainly fee, 
what it is to Infants Baptifm ; I repeat it 
not, brcaufe it would beendleCs to ^o t^\«A. 
and Fay over again the farac tVvvu^^^ \ KCv^- 
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db k infinite y There. is Mtihtr.: ^rd far 
yoato whet' prf, .tiot I hope your wjU not 
mifttfce it for [1(7^3^^ y^Q ^^^ ^ word 
EaentMt in niyiaift for 'D" Eternity >] againft 

GOowiOD ufe, 1'' iJ - : 

■ I. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■' .... 

. c/^irno fid ermtt ttbi mdgHM Volumina 
f^Jki Tibul L 2^ {fhelikeinCc^mij and 
iuShucd^ &c; -■• r • ^ 

. H ... I ... . -A 

! Upoia the whole/ii hope I have mod: faU 
Vf A0erted the Pirdphi^ I nade.npotf the 
Text in Controv^vfie ^ The P^kfkraft do 
IfojTy or dare I ' meritiod* rib4/i a^din -! why 
thut^ ^that is> ro ysuy t^c moft involved) 
<' tortious, intricate that ever you heard of, 
•* except Or >^tf«/ Allegoricaland' My(l(cal 
** Commentaries] And 1 behjeve-yt^o $ but 
theot how weil the Apoitle^ who is my 
Author, will efcipe your cenfupc, I know 
not* but it is well for him, and for me too, 
that the Paraphrafe \8 all rhis but unto you j 
The fizcs of Hamtancunderftandingarc ve- 
ry difl&rent, and yours is not the Mcafure 
and Standard of good fence, or of judg- 
ment ; others nnorc unbyaflcd, and as ju- 
dicious perfons will not think the xporfe of 
the Paraphrafc, nor Che better of you for 
year cjtUing it Mmes/ 

m 1 
I * 
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Onty^ lis:'mthegr<^ti9iftvy^uirakeuji^ 
on the clisjuoSiVe Particte [jKaQ infcrtcd:iit 
my Paraphrafcr I muft tclljyori;; that but • 
grain of either the Candour of 3 which ypqi 
make profeflion, or of true foundnefs of 
Judgment, would have prevented it. Fot 
that Cbyt^ij 1 did not add it unto the Text y 
t never infifted onltv I only 'put it in a Pat 
remhefis to (hew that a Particle (as fmaH as 
that was) if undcrftood and fupplycd (as 
tlie like is doft6'ia»iy times irroeher Scrip- 
tiiXtSy andmuftbe done to niake the fencp 
entire, feeTiii. i6. 5.) wotrfdihovcputmyi 
fiance of the Text out of queftion. Fbuc • 
put it in to rnake you fenfible of my mean-^ 
ing ; which oonceived, you might leave it 
' cue againi fotiny fence is good without it ;' 
atKi the o^>nne3iivc particle Qnow] would 
do as well'tomy purpcjfc, and one of them, 
to make thc-fencc compieat, muft be undcr- 
ftood, if by C?ou,]| you mean reftriftivc- 
ly, thofe th«rt flrcfcnt only : in the one 
Cyou] you do, and therefore muft in both, 
the rcafon is the (ame for both, a$ for one. 

Let it be granted fas by you it is^ that 
God doth fpcak to any in the term Cyoul 
^ prcfent, I may make good' ttiy Para-* 
phrafc againft the World, for l\\^ to^^:: 
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ffll of an jifoftrofhi't is all that fcemeth 
Harfh and Dimciih in it \ Suppofe him to 
mean bat them there prefent in the firft 
Cyou Q that tsv to mean that in the firfiy 
wnich you your ff !f do grant he means inr 
the jeconJ,^ ana che bufinefs is ended. But 
95^ for your Pur^hraftf it is too general 
and loofe, und off from the Tekt^ and not 
a Paraphrafe upon it. 






What yon add in ^fwer tojny ftlverid 
queftions, is but Retailing '6fwhat\l hai^ 
hiforej and have again t:ohfidj(^ed ;m^% 
grofs i only where you (iy, ** that thi^'r^- 
*'fi)n why in the icth. verfe, 'and'aftgrv. 
**ward &c. the Holy CShdl lifcth a ift- 
"ftriaive term, ye fhall k^ drr.:J5^1i^ 
^'caufe it would have beih Improptt^ tb 
^^ hrfe repeated the word Seed, (aiGCdrdfl^ 
*• to the ufual formes of Speech generally in 
*' cuftom among men) it being enough when 
^Abraham and his Seed had been once or 
** tvfice mentioned to fay Cyoct 3 as'^^^therc 
^.^ was further occafion to niake mention of 
"them.] 






I anfwefi that it is net onctf or twicev 
but four tidies, and that is dlwayes all along 
^riiceandthy Seed] before he came to in- 
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ftitute Qrcumcifion, which was not com- 
petent to 2A the Seed : And why I pray^ 
not Humane formes of Sfeech obferved he-, 
fore, by the ufing of Cyou]^; after once or 
twice mentioning) inftcad of. tthee and thy? 

Seed a 

■. < 

Again, (hew me, among all . the formes. 

cf Sfeech generally in cufton). among meny 

one loch as this is in your fenct^ where nW 

you^Sf in the, fame Coherence, and Rclati^^ 

on^ (hall be underftbod diverfely ; The 

firft^f them for oncfubjeafvlhe/fcWfoi: 

attfiher, z This is the Cwtnam which ym 

fijotl keep between wc and you, which >S0!ii 

(hail keep , , meaning fome perfbns ; do: 

twe^n me,anidt ybq^ meaning other Perfowk 

irtW.I?e,3[0ur Grtmmm'^ \K isncw tdoi 

ind aH as tiew, as your LegicV^ . \7 
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Iri fine, m TOur fence it would have. rtlD 
fmooth, aqd^more according tp the fortMS 
of Speech generally in cuftom among oKn) 
in thefe tcrmes •, Thon jhalt kfep my Orve^ 
nanty thertfore thou and. thy Seed *, This 
is the Covenant which you fhaB keep between 
me and you [^omitting thy Seed. after thee.] 
every man child among yoH jhall be Circnm- 
cifed : Bat Dhy Seed] being put in widi 
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AtfecofiJ Cydii3) and fo diftinguifhed from 
A^ dearly implies that it was pot intended 
to be CoMfrfheniiid in the frfiC^'X ; 

ButcheCWtfr^fr/Jirmuft, and ftiall have 
ctid^ (andthefboher, becaufe '(^ ^oq do 
manage it) it is become a wordy bijabiing 
bufincfs; asalfo> for that you treat me in 
it but (zst^faf did his Mafters Guefls^ 
with Tongue, Tc^ue ftill, nothing bur 
'tongue in fcveral dimes J And that #r may . 
hiPre end as fairly as it took beginning) fee- 
ing >we have joy tied i<filie, and have made 
our ArgamcAcs f f propofe that you eieft 
fome(two or three) of your Fnends^ and 
«t aity time, in any Houfe ztTohifs with- 
in a Moneth at yoiir'ii[]fpointmtnt>v-ineet me 
«9«h the bke comber of mine^^to hear the 
whDte mattery and Judge upon it .* Elfethe 
World muft y: Yotfntay do MWth your Pa- 
pers as you lift) I will Publifli mine, in vin- 
*«ationof. ' ^- ' ' 

• I. 
>■ TW* o'4ffeUi(m^ Friend, 

KB. 
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I to be done Q» .4^%. (RTft. fWd^onfy* 
•* for ^CdiP^l 40llriKRianfe^^ 
that we may live in the cxc^cife and growth 
of Grace here, and have a comfortable Af- 
fiirance of Glory to Eternity, by that Emi- 
nent Gorpel Minifter, Mr. Richard jUdni 
Author m Gmlicijg Pist^k. ; with .a ^^ 
face, by Dr. Annefley. 

Compaflionate Couniel to all Toung 
Men, efpecially, \. London k^^xctkUcics^ 
2. Students of Divinity, Phyfick and Law, 
3- The Sons of .Magijftra^s laed Rich Men ; 
By Richard Bajker./^nie bbSind i . /. 6. J. 

A Sermon Preached at the Funeral of the 
Right Honourable j^me Baroncfs Hotesj 
of Ificld in Sktffex-, with a (hort account of 
her Holy Life, and Patience under all Af- 
^ flJQ ions^ fro m He b. i?. U . ,Efy jMmes 
Waters^ Domeftick Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable Francis Lord Hottts^i ^)«s\ww 
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J Catdoffie of'^ooks. 



HoUes of Jfieldy her late Husband. 

The Future State, or a Learned and Ji 
didoas Difoourre, attempting fonie Di 
play of the Souls Happincfs, in regard I 
that Eternally Prc^reffive Knowl^t < 
Eternal Increafe ot Knowledge and tl 
Confequences of it, which is amongft tl 
Bleiled in Heaven I Highly Approved < 
by the Learned ; By a Country Gentl 
' man) a Worfliipper of God in the way < 
the Chord! of FngUmi. 

Price Bomd One ShiUing. 
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